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Youth and 
enthusiasm 
must come 
through for 
A&M in 1991

by Steve O’Brien
The Battalion

L
ast year's A&M football team 
was looking for a Heisman 
Trophy, a trip to Dallas in 
January and a ranking at the top 

of the national football polls. This 
year's team is looking to prove the 
critics wrong.

The 1991 Aggies, picked by 
many to finish fourth in the South
west Conference, don't carry the 
luggage of last year's team. But 
they will bring some of their own 
baggage along for the ride.

They will bring talent and en
thusiasm to Kyle Field Sept. 14 
when they open the fall campaign 
against Louisiana State Universi- 
ty.

Texas A&M head football 
coach R.C. Slocum will field a 
team he said is the most inexperi
enced he's ever coached.

"The players going into this 
season will be young and green, 
but 1 think writh that comes a lot of 
enthusiasm," Slocum said. " I 
look forward to this team. I think 
jifsgoing to be an exciting team.

"I see us as having a sprinkling 
of experience, enough talent and a 
lot of enthusiasm."

Lost to graduation and the 
NFL draft are Darren Lewis and 
Robert Wilson, one of the most 
devastating offensive backfields in 
Southwest Conference history. 
And gone too, are the days of 300 
lb. senior offensive linemen.

The 1991 Aggie offense must 
turn to senior quarterback Bucky

Texas A&M head football coach R.C. Slocum leads a young roster into the 1991 
football season. The Aggies are ranked No. 21 in the nation by the Associated

JAY JANNER/ The Battalion

Press , but are only expected to finish in the middle of the Southwest Conference 
pack this season behind favorites Houston and Texas.

Richardson for guidance.
Richardson is the last remain

ing A&M offensive starter to have 
played on a Cotton Bowl team. He 
was the Most Valuble Offensive 
Player in the Aggies' 35-10 victory 
over Notre Dame in the 1988 Cot
ton Bowl.

Slocum has described his 
young team as unsettled — for 
good reason.

Richardson, also named the

game's MVP in last year's Holiday 
Bowl, and junior guard John El- 
lisor are the only two returning 
starters on offense.

Besides Ellisor, the offensive 
line is made up of three sopho
mores and senior Keith Alex.

At the receiver position, the 
Aggies may be as thin as anyone 
in the country. Wide receiver 
Tony Harrison is the only receiver 
who has seen playing time in a

regular season game. He has a to
tal of five receptions.

Behind the young offensive 
line sits a running game that is 
poised to explode. Three players, 
seniors Randy Simmons and Keith 
McAfee, along with freshman sen
sation Greg Hill; will be fighting 
for the starting spot at tailback in 
the Aggies' running attack.

Slocum likes all three ball car-

"Our plan right now is to play 
all those backs," Slocum said. "I 
don't see us saying,1 this guy is 
our starter, and he's going to play 
the whole game.1 We'll adjust to 
the situation."

The battle to put points on the 
board may be a hard fought one 
for the 1991 A&M offense. But the 
Aggie defense may be able to off
set any lack of offensive iirepower 
with a defensive flare of it's own.

Although Slocum will start 
three seniors, three juniors and 
five sophomores on defense, it's a 
defense which garners the nations 
No. 1 rated backfield, by The 
Sporting News.

Senior Kevin Smith needs one 
interception to break the all-time 
SWC record (19) and hard-hitting 
sophomore Patrick Bates, a trans
fer from UCLA, should make fans 
quickly forget the departure of 
free safety Larry Horton.

"I think he'll (Bates) be a great 
player," Slocum said. "He's a big 
physical guy, who works hard in 
practice and is intelligent.

"A guy with his size and speed 
— some of those little receivers 
that go through their should get 
hazardous duty pay."

The linebacking corps which 
was ranked as the fourth best in 
the country by The Sporting 
News, lost senior All-American 
candidate Anthony Williams to 
academics. Quentin Coryatt, rat
ed as one of the best inside 
linebackers in college football, 
now will anchor the linebackers as 
the only senior. Sophomore Jason 
Atkinson will start in place of 
Williams.

And for the Aggies, there's no 
room for mistakes. On paper, the 
Southwest Conference looks 
stronger than it has in years and 
promises to be one of the most 
competetive conferences in .the 
country.

One positive for the Aggies is 
that two key games against Top 
20 opponents are played at Kyle 
Field, where the Aggies have lost 
only one conference game in four 
years.

The Houston Cougars and 
Heisman candidate David Klin- 
gler come to Kyle Field on Oct. 26 
for a conference showdown.

And on Nov. 28, A&M wel
comes the University of Texas as 
its Thanksgiving guest.

The Aggies hope to avenge last 
year's one-point loss to the 
Longhorns on the way to another 
SWC title and a much-awaited re
turn trip to the Cotton Bowl on 
New Year's Day.
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Athletic Weight T-Shirt Cordura* Back Pack Collegiate Dictionary Twin Textliner/Free Onyx Pen
Reg. Price $13.98 Sale Reg. Price $22.98 Sale $18.99 Reg. Price $17.95 Sale $11.99 Reg. Price $3.50 Sale $259
$9.99

Ceramic Coffee Mug 
Reg. Price $3.98 Sale $2.99

Academic Planner 
Reg. Price $8.95 Sale $4.99

American Ball Point Pens 
Reg. Price $.45 Sale 4 for $1
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Heavy Weight Sweatshirt 
Reg. Price $35.98 Sale $28.99
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Hold on to your pocket 
protectors - here comes our 
Back-To-Class Blast! With 
prizes, contests, and savings all 
over the place.

Come in and register for the "Pepsi Back-To- 
Class" Sweepstakes, your chance to win a $500 
shopping spree at The Gap, a dorm-room 
refrigerator or microwave, or lots of other great 
prizes.
And enter Swatch's "Design A Swatch" contest. 

Just submit a design and name for a new 
Swatch watch, and you could win a top prize of 
$2,500.

TEXAS A&M BOOKSTORE
REGULAR STORE HOURS:
Mon.-Thur./8 A.M.-6 P.M.
Friday/8 A.M.-5 P.M.
SatVIO A.M.-5 P.M.

Summer semesters &
between semesters:
Mon.-Fri./8 A.M.-5 P.M.
Sat & Sun/Closed

845-8681

NEW STREET ENTRANCE 
Easy access from MSC parking garage!

AGGIE BUCKS ACCEPTED 
Visa • Mastercard-American Express!

Meanwhile, you can save big 
on lots of great items throughout 

. the store. Like The American 
Heritage Collegiate Dictionary, 
at 33% off. Or an academic 

planner at 45% off. You'll find savings on 
sweatshirts and T-shirts, on coffee mugs and 
textliners and backpacks and pens.

Like we said. This is a biggie.
But it only lasts a short time, so blast on in.
Right now, now, now.

For your shopping 
convenience, store 
hours are extended 

during many special 
events and at the 
start of semesters.

CHRONOGRAPH
'For people on the move and who know where they're going
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TAG-Houoi SECTOR TAG-Heuer

A High-Technology instrument for people on the move and who know where 
they are going. All our Chronographs have center seconds hand plus 30-minute 
and 12-hour totalizers. We have over 35 different styles to choose from.

Layaway till Christmas! Ask for details.
WE HAVE MOVED TO SKAGGS SHOPPING CENTER

CLofxn IZy c^untCzif jJna.
C/ (Formerly of Texas Coin Exchange)

'Very VersonaC Investments"
Rare Coins, Loose Diamonds,

Precious Metal, Fine Jewelry & Watches
313 B South College Ave. (Skaggs Shopping Center) • 846-8916

t


