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Editorial Policy
The Battalion is published da­

ily except Saturday, Sunday, holi­
days, exam periods and when 
school is not in session during fall 
and spring semesters. Publication 
is Tuesday through Friday dur­
ing the summer sessions. The 
newsroom phone number is 845- 
3316.

The Battalion is a non-profit, 
self-supporting newspaper oper­
ated as a community service to 
Texas A&M University and 
Bryan-College Station.

The Battalion news depart­
ment is managed by students at 
Texas A&M University and is a 
division of Student Publications, a 
unit of the Department of Jour­
nalism.

Opinions expressed in The 
Battalion are those of the edito­
rial board or the author, and do 
not necessarily represent the 
opinions of the Texas A&M stu­
dent body, administrators, faculty 
or the A&M Board of Regents.

Comments, questions or com­
plaints about any of the editorial 
content of the newspaper should 
be directed to the managing edi­
tor at 845-3313.

Subscriptions
Mail subscriptions are $20 per 

semester, $40 per school year and 
$50 per full year: 845-2611.

POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to The Battalion, 230 
Reed McDonald, Texas A&M 
University, College Station TX 
77843-111 1.
Second class postage paid at Col­
lege Station, TX 77843.

Location: The Battalion, 216 
Reed McDonald, Texas A&M 
University, College Station, TX 
77843-1111. Campus mail stop: 
1111.
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obtained from the advertising de­
partment at 845-2696 Monday 
through Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
or by visiting the office at the En­
glish Annex.
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Battalion Adviser
Robert Wegener
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BATTIPS
The Battalion encourages 

its readers to contribute story 
ideas and suggestions by call­
ing BATTIPS, The Battal­
ion’s phone line designed to 
improve communication be­
tween the newspaper and its 
readers.

The BATTIPS number is 
845-3315.

Ideas can include news sto­
ries, feature ideas and person­
ality profiles of interesting 
people. Readers also are en­
couraged to offer any other 
suggestions that could im­
prove the newspaper.

Advancement offered in fire training
Firefighters 
get hands-on 
experience

By Melinda Cox
The Battalion

Firefighting is not about 
money, glory or power, but 
about saving lives and property, 
said a volunteer firefighter at 
Texas A&M's 62nd Annual Mu­
nicipal Texas Firemen's Training 
School.

Cecil Trantham with the 
Crabs Prairie Volunteer Fire De­
partment is one of more than 
5,000 firefighters involved in the 
school.

Firefighters from 15 states and 
23 countries are attending this 
year's training school, which 
ends Friday.

Trantham is at the school to 
complete an officer and devel­
opment course, but many 
courses are available.

The school offers 27 courses to 
suit the varied needs of different 
firefighters, said Charles Page, 
director of the Fire Protection 
Training Division for A&M's 
Texas Engineering Extension 
Service.

Page said the courses provide 
hands-on training under field 
conditions at Bray ton Firemen's 
Field on A&M's West Campus.

Courses include instruction 
on how to use breathing appara­
tus and hoses, fire department 
pump operation and two rescue 
classes.

"There are four levels offered 
for firefighters," Page said. "For 
example. Firefighting 1 teaches 
firefighters how to use ladders, 
deal with hose loads and how to 
extinguish propane, oil and car 
fires.

"Firefighting 2 deals with ven­
tilation, fire tactics and emer­
gency care."

Page said firefighters must 
complete one course before pro­
gressing to the next level.

Officers also attend classes to

Firefighters practice putting out fires on the pressure pit manifold and 
drip pan exercise Tuesday afternoon at the Brayton Firefighting School.

RICHARD S. JAMES/The Battalion

Firefighters from 15 states and 23 countries are attending this year’s 
training school, which ends Friday.

advance to further levels. Page 
said. Officer development 
classes include instruction on 
fire department organization 
and management, salvage and 
overhaul and rescue operations.

Trantham said he is working 
on the advanced level of the
program.

"There are different levels be­
ginning with the basic level that

requires 162 hours to be com­
pleted," Trantham said. "It is 
similar to receiving a doctoral 
degree in college. The class is a 
bit like a teaching class because 
of the methods used:— methods 
such as preparations, applica­
tions and testing."

Trantham said firefighters 
usually spend more time in the 
classroom than they do fighting

fires.
"Fifty percent of our time is 

spent in training, 40 percent is 
spent in fund raising and only 
10 percent of our time is spent 
actually fighting fires," Tran­
tham said.

Firefighting courses, how­
ever, are not free. The five-day 
training sessions cost $200. 
Dorm rooms are $75 for the

week.
Trantham said that is a lot of 

money when many firefighters 
volunteer their time to fire de­
partments.

Page sajfj, however, cuts have 
been made to keep costs dg .vn, 
adding that public dem-

See Tuition/Page 6

Corps commander wins award at training camp
By Robin Goodpaster

The Battalion

John Sherman, next fall's 
Corps commander, recently won 
a prestigious award at an offi­
cer's training camp in Ft. Lewis, 
Wash.

Sherman, a 21-year-old senior 
history major from Victoria, was

rated No. 1 out of 350 members 
in his regiment. On a scale from 
1 to 5, with five being the high­
est, Sherman received a five. 
Only the top 10 percent of the 
camp received a top rating.

The camp is designed to im­
prove basic military skills and 
evaluate leadership potential for 
future officers.

Cadets learn basic military

skills such as rifle shooting, land 
navigation and outdoor chal­
lenges such as repelling. Survi­
val in extreme environments — 
such as chemical warfare scenar- 

also is stressed.ios
Sherman said academic 

knowledge also played an im­
portant role in the cadet's educa­
tion. He also added that the ca­
dets had to be constantly on

guard to impress their superiors.
Sherman said the camp taught 

cadets to coordinate platoons 
and make sure all soldiers were 
fed.

"The cadets really get to run 
the camp," Sherman said.

He said one example of this is 
making sure one's regiment gets 
to the right place at the right 
time.

Sherman said competition is 
very steep to be promoted to ac­
tive duty. Cadets must earn a 
rating of at least a four to be 
placed on active duty.

Sherman said he was sur­
prised to get the award, adding 
that he believed the other cadets 
had more technical training.

See Leadership/Page 6

BACK PAIN STUDIES
Patients needed with acute 

(recent) onset of muscle spasms 
(back pain, etc.) to participate in 
a consumer use research study 
with an FDA approved drug. 
Medical evaluation at no cost 

to patient. Eligible volunteers 
will be compensated.

G & S STUDIES, INC. 
846-5933

Walkout disrupts House debate on education
AUSTIN (AP) 

was forced to tern
The House 

porarily stop 
debating an education bill Tues­
day night after a walkout by re­
negade lawmakers angry over a 
vote to cut funding for pre-kin­
dergarten classes for 3-year-olds.

cated a quorum wasn't present. 
Speaker Gib Lewis ordered the 
chamber doors locked and sent 
House staffers to round up the 
missing lawmakers.

When a subsequent vote indi-

State troopers also were 
alerted but not sent after the law­
makers, said Ron Hinkle, chief

House sergeant-at-arms.
The walkout lasted nearly an 

hour, during which many of the 
protesting legislators met with 
Gov. Ann Richards, who had 
been hosting a Governor's Man­
sion reception for new Education 
Commissioner Lionel "Skip” 
Meno.

"We're hoping that the gover­
nor can tell us why the House 
stinks," said Rep. Harold Dut­
ton, D-Houston.

Richards said she telephoned 
Lewis and told him the lawmak­
ers were at the mansion and that 
was encouraging them to return.

Gold Tequila 
Margaritas
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WV M MEXICAN CAFE 24 tlTS.

Happy Hour 2-7 p.m. Mon-Fri r 
$2.95 PITCHERS

Ask About Our Daily Lunch Specials!
i Buy 2 Breakfast i 
S Tacos & get drink*

1 TWO Expires 8-31-91 TWO
“Pesos

I

* Alcohol not included PeSOS
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Buy Any Item*, 
Get One of Equal or 
Lesser Value FREE

(Value up to $5.00) 
(One Coupon Per Person)

Two
Pesos

Expires 8-31-91 TWO
* Alcohol not included P0SQS
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846-4135 Walk-In or Drive-Thru
303 West University Dr. College Station

Whats Up
Wednesday

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: General discussion at noon. Call COPE at 845-0280 for more
information.

TEXAS ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION COALITION: General membership meeting to discuss 
plans for activities during the summer. Everyone welcome at 7 p.m. in 119A 
Zachry. Call Gary at 846-4713 or Helen at 693-9990 for more information.

KANM 99.9 FM CABLE: Michael Worsham interviews John Wehrmeister, Vietnam veteran 
and editor of the journal Touchstone about the U.S. war with Iraq from 6 to 6:30 
p.m.

Thursday
ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS: General meeting at noon. Call CORE at 845-0280 for more in­

formation.

ADULT CHILDREN OF ALCOHOLICS: General discussion at 6 p.m. Call COPE at 845-0280
for more information.

CAMPUS CRUSADE FOR CHRIST: Special time of praise and worship. 7:30 p.m. in All
“ ' “ ‘ “ ......................... :P£Faiths Chapel. For more information, contact Pat at 696-1091.

Items for What's Up should be submitted to The Battalion, 216 Reed McDonald, no 
later than three business days before the desired run date. We publish the name 
and phone number of the contact only if you ask us to do so. What’s Up is a Battal­
ion service that lists non-profit events and activities. Submissions are run on a first- 
come, first-served basis. There is no guarantee an entry will run. If you have ques­
tions, call the newsroom at 845-3316.
P. Warnock
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