
Page 10 The Battalion

Weapons plant unsafe
Pantex workers exposed to radioactive dust

WASHINGTON (AP) —Work
ers at the Pantex nuclear weap
ons plant were exposed for years 
to depleted uranium dust with
out being aware of its radioactive 
hazard, says a congressional 
study that criticizes the Amarillo 
facility for persistent health and 
safety problems.

Pantex, the nation's only final 
assembly plant for nuclear 
bombs and missile warheads, 
was cited in the General Ac
counting Office study for having 
one of the worst occupational 
safety records in the Energy De
partment's weapons complex.

GAO also cited the plant for 
deficiencies in its radiation pro
tection program and said two ac
cidents resulting in workers be

ing exposed to tritium and 
depleted uranium raise ques
tions about the adequacy of Pan- 
tex's attention to safety and 
health.

"The situation at Pantex indi
cates that the message of im
proved safety that DOE Secre
tary (James) Watkins has been 
trying to communicate to the nu
clear weapons complex has not 
spread to Pantex," said Rep. 
Mike Synar, D-Okla., who re
quested the GAO investigation.

DOE spokesman Harry Phil
lips said he could not comment 
on the report because he had not 
seen it. Synar, chairman of the 
Government Operations Sub
committee on Environment, En
ergy and Natural Resources, re

leased the study late Monday.
GAO, the congressional 

watchdog agency, said the En
ergy Department cannot be sure 
the plant is operating safely be
cause it has completed fewer 
than half of its safety analysis re
ports. Those reports, GAO said, 
should have been completed 
years ago.

The "persistent safety and 
health problems" at Pantex 
clearly support the need for ex
ternal oversight of the plant's 
safety, GAO said, and the deci
sion to exclude Pantex from the 
independent Defense Nuclear 
Facilities Safety Board might 
warrant a renewed examination 
of the issue.

Congressional staff told GAO

that Pantex was excluded from 
the board's oversight when it 
was established in 1988 because 
Pantex was considered a rela
tively safe operation. There was 
also concern that allowing out
side review of a plant that as
sembled nuclear weapons would 
result in security risks.

"However, these circum
stances have changed since 1988 
because safety and health prob
lems have surfaced at Pantex 
and outside agencies ... have 
conducted inspections at Pan
tex," the report said.

Rep. Bill Sarpalius, D-Am
arillo, said he would support 
having Pantex subject to the 
board's oversight.

Peace talk future looking good
JERUSALEM (AP) — Prime 

Minister Yitzhak Shamir on Sun
day expressed optimism about 
the direction of the U.S. drive for 
peace in the Middle East, and 
predicted Secretary of State 
James A. Baker III will return for 
more talks.

"The talks are at their height," 
Shamir told Israel radio. "There 
are certain achievements, and 
agreements are lacking on some 
points."

"I don't think we are in a crisis 
... the time has not come for de
spair on this matter," he said.

Baker abruptly ended his third 
Mideast peace trip on Friday af

ter learning of the death ot his 
96-year-old mother.

He later issued a statement 
saying he still needed some an
swers from Israel and would 
meet with President Bush to de
cide the next step in peace proc
ess.

Some observers interpreted 
the statement as meaning Baker 
might call off the U.S. drive for 
peace.

Baker has made three trips to 
the Middle East in the last seven 
weeks with little apparent result.

Shamir, in his radio interview, 
said his government would not 
change its view that a peace con-

66 The talks are at their 
height.

— Yitzhak Shamir, 
prime minister of Israel

ference could only meet once 
then break up into bilateral talks.

Israeli news reports said Sha
mir took Foreign Minister David 
Levy to task during a Sunday 
Cabinet meeting for suggesting 
Israel might consider reconven
ing the conference every six 
months to hear progress reports

on talks with individual Arab 
states.

Levy, speaking on Israel army 
radio, said his critics were back
ing away from something al
ready agreed to by Israeli lead
ers.

"There is nothing I brought up 
to Baker during our talks that 
was not known to the prime 
minister, and all these cnes of 
despair, all those who are get
ting cold feet, can not distort the 
picture," Levy said.

Levy insisted he had not 
agreed to an international peace 
conference.
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Military hopes victory I 
will increase funding 1

------------------------------------------------------- 1

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
While Pentagon officials have 
trimmed their shopping lists 
in deference to the reduced 
Soviet threat and budget reali
ties, they remain hopeful that 
the victory in the Persian Gulf 
will translate into more money 
for a handful of major weap
ons systems.

Defense Secretary Dick Che
ney has emphasized there will 
be no backsliding on post- 
Cold War defense cutbacks 
that through 1995 will reduce 
the active force of 2 million by 
500,000 and cut Air Force tacti
cal fighter wings from 36 to 26.

Pentagon officials and inde
pendent defense experts agree 
that while the successes of De
sert Storm might add a few 
years of life to some existing 
weapons programs and en
hance the prospects of a few 
future projects, there will be 
no homecoming spending 
binge as a consequence of the 
military's newly won prestige.

Such stars of the victory 
over Iraq as the F-15 and F-16 
fighters, the AH-64 Apache at
tack helicopter, the Navy's A-6 
attack plane, the F-117A 
stealth fighter-bomber and the 
A-10 Warthog anti-tank plane 
already have gone out or pro
duction or soon will do so.

The M-l Abrams tank and 
the Bradley fighting vehicle 
also are heading for oblivion, 
unless their manufacturers can 
maneuver through the politi
cal minefields of finding for
eign buyers.

Cheney said the value of 
stealth technology "was reaf
firmed in very significant 
ways" by the radar-piercing 
performance of the F-117.

That, he said, persuaded him . 
to pursue development of the | 
B-2 stealth bomber, which has ? 
a far bigger payload and * 
greater range than the F-117 j 
and is designed to replace the 
elderly B-52 as the nation's i 
mainstay bomber.

But the B-2 also costs $865 ; 
million a plane, compared i 
with $106 million for the F-117, I 
and Congress has only grud | 
gingly approved production of 7 
15 of the 75 wanted by the Air \ 
Force.

One clear winner from the ' 
Gulf War was Joint STARS, a 
surveillance system using re 
designed Boeing 707s that al 
lows the Air Force to monitor 
and transmit to ground troop 
the activities of enemy force- I 
hundreds of miles away. |

The House Armed Service | 
Committee, saying there was [ 
no longer a threat of a Sovie:! 
land attack, last summer voted | 
to delete $300 million from this 
year's budget, in effec: [ 
canceling the $6 billion ]• | 
STARS program. The budge ! 
was restored in October, and | 
now the Air Force might ge: j 
more than the 20 planes it ha: I 
ordered through 2001.

Another aircraft that rnigh: 
have eluded the congressiona; I 
scrap heap is the C-17, the j 
designatea replacement for! 
the C-141 transport plane.

The $35 billion project for ’ 
120 C-17s has been jeonar , 
dized by allegations that Me- 
Donnell-Douglas is behind 
schedule and way over bud 
get, but the war demonstrated 
the urgency of improving 
America's air and sea lift capa 
bilities.

Clip Coupons Save Money
In The Battalion - Every Tuesday

TOM'S
Barbecue 

and 
STEAKHOUSE,

$3.99
with coupon/pI us

Expires 5-10-91
tox

...The largest chicken fried steak in B-CS 
served with french fries and your choice 
of cole slaw, pinto beans, or potato salad.

TOM'S Barbecue and STEAKHOUSE
Old Fashion B-B-Q served on Butcher Paper
(In the Log Cabin ) 3610 S.College Ave. 846-4275

quick as 
a flash

Photo Lab & Portrait Studio
2 FOR 1 PRINTS

On One (1) Roll of C-41 Color Print Film Processed & Printed. 
Includes 135, 126, & 110. One coupon per customer. Not good 
with any other offer. Not applicable to charge customers. 
Present coupon at time of order. Expires 5-31-91 Coupon does 
not apply to portrait studio.

110 Dominik 614 Villa Maria
at Culpepper Plaza next to Villa Maria Cleaners 

764-0601 779-0402 j

FREE Yogurt
with purchase of the Daily Special 

(4 oz. yogurt with one topping)

Daily Special
Buy Any Half 

Sandwich* 
and Your choice of 

Salad, Potato, or 
Soup for only

$4.25
Limited one coupon 

per person
Dinc-in only 
Exp. 5-30-91

Corner of E. 29th and Barak
(across from Bryan High)
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Nobody Knows Tune-Ups Like

I * ^ poorly-tuned car produces 200VV G LIO - times the harmful emissions of a
properly maintained car.

• A well-tuned car can use 9% less 
fuel than a poorly-tuned car.

Get a PERFORMANCE
TUNE-UP

Engine performance Experts.

Precision Tune
OF BRYAN-COLLEGE STATION 

601 HARVEY RD.
COLLEGE STATION................693-6189

(2 BLKS. EAST OF TEXAS AVE.)

Good for $10.00 off 
on any Tune-Up 

Good for $5.00 off 
on complete oil 

change.

VAAOCMAAn :

Closed Sundays

ONE CHICK-FIL-A®
SANDWICH, LARGE ORDER OF 
WAFFLE FRIES, AND A 
20 oz, COCA-COLA

$3.79
‘Limit one coupon per person 
per visit. Coupon not valid 
with any other offer.
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Applets

:EATERIE(?> CANTINAj

Free Chips 
and Queso

w/this coupon
one coupon per customer

11:00 a.m. -11:00 p.m. Sun.-Thurs. 
11:00 a.m.-12:00 a.m. Fri.-Sat

i — **’

MEDIUM PIZZA SPECIAL i
$6;99

plus tax

Get a medium original style Pizza with two items of your choice for only $6.99, 
plus tax. (Pan style available at an additional charge.)

260-9020 
4402 S. Texas 

Bryan

693-2335 
1504 Holieman 
College Station
Expires 5-31-91

Jl L.

Valid participating stores only. Not valid with any other offer. Prices may vary. Customer pays sales tax where applicable. 
Delivery areas limited to ensure safe driving. Our drivers carry less than $20.00. Our drivers are not penalised for late I 
deliveries.
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KRA^
kats

819 Texas Aoe. S.
Across From TAMU

Call
696-6551 

r 10% OFF
| Any Purchase of 

$10 or More
With Coupon

i

Handmade Crap 
& Unusual Gifts

Authentic Indian Pottery 

Unusual Jewelry Designs 

Barbed-Wire Art 

Wooden Crafts 

Handpainted T-Shirts 

Crystal Pendants


