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School finance implications
Businessmen say bill's defeat leaves tax picture uncertain

DALLAS (AP) — The House's 
rejection of a school finance plan 
adds more confusion to the pros
pect of tax reform in Texas, busi
ness leaders said Wednesday.

"It leaves a great air of uncer
tainty as to what's going on and 
what's going to go on," said Bill 
Allaway, executive vice presi
dent or the business-supported 
Texas Association of Taxpayers. 
"I don't know how you even as
sess what's going to happen 
next."

The Texas Supreme Court or
dered a school finance reform 
plan from the Legislature by 
April 1. The Senate approved a 
$13.9 billion plan Tuesday night 
but it was rejected 87-63 in the 
House Wednesday, throwing 
into question the state's ability to 
meet the court-ordered deadline. 

Texas businesses have been 
bracing for a new tax bill to meet 
the costs of equitable access to 
ublic education and a projected 
bUlion deficit in the state bud-

□ Texas House defeats finance bill/Page 1
Some view a tax bill as an op

portunity to push for changes in 
the size of business' tax burden 
and range of businesses who 
shoulder it.

Texas' property, franchise and 
sales taxes do not reach the fast- 
growing service part of the 
state's economy. They rely in
stead on capital-intensive indus
tries such as energy.

In addition, Texas businesses 
pay more than 60 percent of the 
state tax burden, twice the na
tional average.

"Any relief that business can 
get from that kind of intensity I 
think would be welcome," said 
Sander Shapiro, an Austin attor
ney who specializes in state tax 
law.

"We have called for a complete 
tax restructuring," Alla way said. 
The association's board will meet 
Thursday to consider a commit
tee's recommendation to sup
port income taxes.

Tax reform and the state bud
get are likely to be the chief top
ics during a special session of the 
Legislature expected in July.

In addition to the outcome of 
school finance reform, two re
ports due in July will shape 
much of the debate.

One is from Comptroller John 
Sharp on audits of state agencies 
and recommended spending 
cuts. The other, from the Select 
Committee on Tax Equity, sizes 
up Texas' tax structure.

"It's in business' best interest, 
and therefore in people's best in
terest, to be pro-active in this 
whole restructuring area," said 
Dan Cook, a Dallas businessman 
who is a member of the Select 
Committee on Tax Equity and 
chaired it from 1987 to 1989.

Businesses pass tax costs to 
consumers in the form of higher 
prices, creating "hidden taxes" 
for most Texans, Cook said.

"People ought to know what

taxes they're paying and why 
they're paying them," he said.

Business leaders said they 
want to see the Legislature con
trol spending before raising 
taxes.

"The debate on an income tax 
is important but it is not timely 
until we first address the critical 
issue of controlling the rate of 
growth in government spen
ding," said Brad Gahm, vice 
president for government affairs 
of the Texas Association of Busi
ness.

"What we have is a spending 
problem," said Scott McLaugh
lin, president of Saunders Co., a 
plumbing wholesaler in Big 
Spring. "We've got to get people 
in Austin to realize they're under 
a budget."

"They are also fully aware that 
in the process there will be some 
trade-offs involved," Kennedy 
said.
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/T ULCERATIVE COLITIS A

Do you have physician diagnosed ulcerative colitis? VIP 
Research is seeking individuals for a one month research 
study. A $400.00 incentive will be paid to those who enroll 
and complete this study.

CALL
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.
776-1417

/f
HEARTBURN STUDY

was a matter

Do you experience heartburn after eating certain foods? VIP 
Research is seeking individuals for a short-term research study 
of a currently available medication. A $150.00 incentive will be 
paid to those who enroll and complete this study.

CALL
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.®
776-1417

time...
Brad Aldis 
Jennifer Allgaier 
Bradley Almond 
Larry Anderson 
Doug Apel 
Robin Armstrong 
Joshua G. Arterbury 
Karen Ashley 
Tara Austin 
Guy Bailey 
Wes Baker
Lester Ben Banks, Jr. 
Pamela Banks 
Justin Barger 
Bob Barnes 
Kim Bartlett 
Heather Bass 
Eric Bearse 
Christine Bedore 
Robert Bell, jr.
Todd Seller
Aml9r5B,oodworth
Jmy Boland
Karen Booher 
Erin Bowen
Kfen Bowling
ulBriiHgeman
Recife B9r®man

rr-'eS""

ChanCrtpherski
Andretcf- ciark

feip
a- •«

Cavid i\fl. c Jc^tisy
Brad Davirt s

m urel 0ewa7, y
fe01'*" son 
f^ Dieckert °n
Vincen'fc"
Rau,
G'en Doason
Toni Tioer” r\
Mark Shane 
Susan Eich-ndWar<ls 
nelissa Elam aUer 
°avit< Elmore 
Scott Elo 
Kelley Ennis 
Ana Estevez 
Joyner Faulk 
John Ferguson 
Ken Fifer 
Mary Beth Fittz 
Angela Kaye Floyd 
Jeffrey J. Frank 
Jennifer Froehner 
Russ Frost

We believe that God is giving us, as students, a moment in history 
to shake powers and principalities, seen and unseen, 

for the Kingdom of Heaven.

We believe the time has come for us, as students, to lay aside 
apathy, materialism and mediocrity to live unreservedly 

for Christ in the power of His Spirit.

We believe the time has come for us, as students, to reject the 
rampant pursuit of career and money and instead to pursue the 
urgent call of the eternal welfare of men and women worldwide.

We believe the time has come for us, as students, to demand that 
leaders in government, media, religion, business and education give 
proper thanks and honor to God and be men and women of integrity.

We believe the time has come for us, as students, to consider the 
Great Commission of Jesus Christ as our personal and primary 
responsibility before God and to get on with the job of reaching 

and discipling the nations on earth before Christ's return.

Finally, we believe that Jesus Christ at the Judgment Seat will not 
ask us what grades we made, what honors we won, what career 
positions we held, what our bank balance was, what fashions we 

chose, what denominations we belonged to, or the salary we earned. 
We do believe that He will ask us what we accomplished in this life 

for eternity and for the souls of men and women.

Therefore, we give ourselves wholeheartedly to Him to go where 
He tells us, to do what He commands, and to do what He says, 
empowered by His Spirit as long as we shall live on this earth.
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If you want to know why serving God is so important to us, ask us.
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