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Tournament 
time interrupts 
Mom's routine

starch Madness is driving 

mom mad.
Poor woman, for the last 30 years 

she has been an able-bodied 
housewife who went through her 
daily routine and never gave it a 
second thought.

She would vacuum in between 
episodes of "The Young and the 
Restless" and dust before "As the 
World Turns" came on.

But last Thursday was the 
beginning of the end for her.

At 11 a.m. sharp, CBS pre-empted 
regular programming in order to 
bring coverage of the NCAA 
Basketball Tournament.

Mom was not happy.
Her soap operas were taken away 

by the network gods. She was 
fuming over the sport which before 
she had so admired because her son, 
the baby of the family, had such a 
love for it.

Only daytime Presidential news 
conferences had brought out this 
kind of rage in her before.

At first the broadcasts were a 
basketball fanatic's dream — more 
than ten hours of college basketball 
on not one, but four days.

But a few hours into Thursday's 
telecast the young were growing 
restless. Unfortunately some of us 
had time to waste during our less 
than sporting adventure through 
Spring Break.

Time wore on with each passing 
ame. Mom would ask an endless 
st of questions to find out who was 

to blame for this gross injustice.
No answer would suffice her want 

for information.
Friday came, and with it the same

See Tourney/Page 8

Crow weathers basketball storm
By Scott Wudel

The Battalion

John David Crow can look out of the 
window of his ninth flpor office in 
Rudder Tower and see almost the en
tire Texas A&M campus.

Off in the distance he can see the 
field that one day will be the site of the 
multi-million dollar Special Events 
Center.

Today the sky is virtually clear, but 
many times Crow's million-dollar view 
has been clouded with turmoil.

□ Crow ready to stabilize program/Page 1
□ Search committee to aid Crow/Page 1

Crow has had to weather many 
storms since he replaced Jackie Sherrill 
as A&M's athletic director in December 
of 1988.

His first task, hire a new head foot
ball coach that would stabilize a pro
gram on shaky ground.

Trouble tnundered again when 
Shelby Metcalf cried wolf and was sub
sequently reassigned.

Last December more problems with 
the A&M basketball program rained on 
Crow's parade.

Now Crow is ready to put those 
problems behind him and move to
wards the goals he set more than two 
years ago.

"I don't want to digress into the past 
because that won't solve any prob
lems," Crow said. "It has been a very 
trying two years as far as the basketball 
program is concerned."

The athletic director, who walks by 
the Heisman Trophy statue he earned 
in 1957 everyday as ne comes and goes 
to work, would rather have avoided 
the limelight of flashbulbs and asser
tive reporters who want to know what 
his next move will be.

"I wanted to be back in the scenes, 
back in the crowds and trying to help 
where I could," he explained. "I don*t 
need this, I don't need my name in the 
paper. I've had my paces before."

Crow said his first priority when tak
ing the job was to reestablish the foot
ball program.

Crow nired R.C. Slocum.
"He had been here for 17 years and 

was as much an Aggie as anyone," he 
said. "He was very well Qualified."

With the football problems solved. 
Crow was ready to move on to the ob
jective that had been in the back of his 
mind since he took the job — increas-

M. MULVEY/The Battalion
A&M Athletic Director John David Crow is ready to put past difficulties in the basketball 
program in the past and finally stabilize the situation that has plagued his two-year tenure.

ing enthusiasm for a fledgling basket
ball program.

But things happened faster than he 
would have liked.

"It happened a little sooner than I 
had anticipated," Crow said. "This lat
est setback is really a devastating 
thing."

Crow was forced to make the deci
sions that went along with his job — 
hiring and firing.

After reassigning Metcalf, the ath
letic director replaced interim coach 
John Thornton with promising young 
coach Kermit Davis Jr.

Crow said he didn't expect things to 
happen overnight with tne basketball 
program. He maintained the philoso
phy that progress is made year by year, 
not with immediate success.

"You can't hire a person and say 
you've got three years," he explained. 
"You have to look at every year and see 
if they are progressing toward the goal.

"I don't think you set a specific time, 
it's somewhere out there."

Crow was a major proponent of a 
special events center that would shout 
support at those who doubted A&M's

ability to house a winning basketball 
team.

Those plans still exist at A&M, but 
Davis no longer does.

Crow can be asked about his feelings 
concerning the subject of the first-year 
coach's dismissal, but he would rather 
not talk about the past.

"I think we should talk about what is 
happening now," he said. "The other 
things have been hashed and reha
shed."

Oklahoma State coach Eddie Sutton 
said A&M is the last remaining place a

66 / don’t want to digress into the 
past because that won’t solve 

any problems. It has been a very 
trying two years as far as the 
basketball program is 
concerned.

—John David Crow 
A&M Athletic Director

coach can come in and build a great 
program.

"Eddie Sutton is right," Crow began 
to explain. "This is a sleeping giant. If 
we can do it in football, we can do it in 
basketball."

Despite the favoritism for football in 
Texas, Crow believes there are enough 
good basketball players in the state to 
support a University that goes after 
them.

"This is a great time, right now, to 
do it," he said. "We're going to recruit 
Texas!"

But still Crow cannot avoid the sub
ject of the latest upheaval in the coach
ing position.

v'lt's a very unfortunate situation," 
he admitted. "It didn't help anyone. It 
hurt the coaches involved, andf it hurt
the University, and it obviously hurt^ // me.

Crow said it is impossible to leave 
those problems behind him when he 
leaves nis office. Those problems find 
there way to members of his family 
who have to live with every good and 
bad decision that is made.

"I've been in the business long 
enough to know how to accept it," he 
explained.

But Crow will continue to go about 
his business tomorrow and for years to 
come, hoping a prosperous future for 
A&M athletic programs is in the fore
cast.

The Class of ’91 
needs YOU!

MAY, AUGUST, & DECEMBER 
GRADS
to serve as

CLASS AGENTS 
FOR THE 

CLASS OF ’91
Wanted:
• Enthusiastic, motivated leaders able to serve the Class of y91 

for the next 5 years;
• To act as liaison between your Class and The Association of 

Former Students.

For more information leading to the election of Class Agents, all 
May, August, & December graduates interested in serving are 
invited to an informational meeting.

Thursday, March 21 
4:30 p.m.

Association of Former Students 
Clayton W. Williams, Jr. Alumni Center

Attendance is mandator)’ to seek election!

■■

Wrow PRIC
PHOTO COUPON

OW PRICES ON FILM DEVELOPING
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SINGLE 3” PRINTS
SINGLE 3" DOUBLE 3"

PRINTS PRINTS

12 EXP. . . . . . . . $1.49............ ............ $2.21
15 EXP. . . . . . . . $2.49............ ............ $3.39
24 EXP. . . . . . . . $3.49............ ............ $4.93
36 EXP. . . . . . . . $5.49............ ............ $7.65

Good on single set or double set of standard size prints from 35mm, disc, 110 or 126 
color print film (c-41 process only). Limit one roll per coupon. Hurry! Limited time 
only. Coupon must accompany order.

Prices good thru March 22 — t— mm — \ ■
bookstore

Why play a game of chance with 
your housing search?
Be sure to attend the

1991 OFF CAMPUS HOUSING FAIR
and

"Monopolize Your Off Campus Living Options"

Wednesday, March 27 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Memorial Student Center

Over 60 properties and service 
providers will be represented!


