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Texas A&M defensive end Kevin Tucker returned from an ankle 
injury to record two sacks last week in the 41 -15 win over Rice.
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Shaking
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BUTTERFLIES

Tucker makes 
it back from 
ankle injury
ByNADJA SABAWALA
Of The Battalion Staff

Kevin Tucker felt sick to his 
stomach last Saturday morning. 
He was nervous and couldn’t eat 
breakfast.

But at least it was better than 
feeling useless.

Tucker, a starting defensive 
end for Texas A&M last year, 
played his first game of the sea
son last Saturday against Rice. 
And though he had butterflies, 
he said he was hoping his game 
would take off.

“It felt great to be out there,” 
Tucker said. “It’s hard to sit 
around watching everybody and 
knowing you could be out there. I 
felt kind of useless the whole 
year.”

During two-a-days in August, 
Tucker severely sprained his an
kle and missed the first seven 
games. But the sophomore from 
Angleton came back Saturday, 
showing the Aggies —and Owl 
quarterback Donald Hollas—that 
he hadn’t missed a step.

Tucker broke through the Rice 
offensive line to sack Hollas twice 
in A&M’s 41-15 win.

“1 was on cloud nine,” Tucker 
said. “I worked hard all week on 
moves and pass rushing and 
that’s what I wanted to do going 
into the game.”

Both of Tucker’s sacks came in 
the second quarter. The Owls 
were behind 17-12 but had just 
returned a kick 55 yards, threat
ening deep in Aggie territory. 
Hollas, five-of-six on third-down 
conversions, lined up on the 
A&M 37 and dropped back to 
pass. Tucker raced through the 
line and sacked Hollas for a four- 
yard loss and forced the Owls to 
abandon a potential go-ahead 
touchdown.

Then, with :17 remaining in 
the half, Rice faced a second-and-

10 from their 45-yard line. Try
ing for a last-second score, Hollas 
dropped back, but couldn’t find 
an open target. Tucker again 
charged through and grabbed a 
retreating Hollas for a 13-yard 
loss.

“The second (sack) was better,” 
Tucker said. “It was a better hit, a 
bigger sack. I had time to get 
there and we needed a sack then.
I just wanted two sacks.”

The reason he had time to get 
there, Tucker said, is the rest of 
the defensive line. Defensive line
men John Miller, .Albert Joqes^ ^ 
Jayson Black, Lance Teichelman

and newcomers Mark Wheeler, 
Eric England and Kefa Chatham 
combine with Tucker to make a 
commanding presence on the 
field.

“Not one person dominates,” 
Tucker said of the defensive line.
“It takes all three of us and we 
have to pull together.

“That’s where people win —up 
front—and to do that, everybody 
has to play together. Us, tne in
side linebackers and outside line
backers. Each one saying, T don’t 
know if he’s going ton dp his job.’”

imSatu^lay.’^iWes-th^rde^ ^ 
tensive lige^Jid its jofr |;ackjmg up

a total 27 tackles. Tucker added a 
broken pass and Teichelman had 
an interception in the second 
quarter that bounced off a Rice 
player’s helmet.

Tucker said the line per
formed well because the players 
were alternated with others who 
had time to rest between series.

“It’s always good when you can 
alternate people and keep them 
fresh,” Tucker said. “Especially 
on the defensive line because 
you’re in the trenches all the time. 
If you keep certain people in 
there all the time they get tired 
and beat up.”

Tucker finished the game with 
four tackles and the satisfaction 
that his ankle can withstand game 
situations.

“It’s a little sore,” Tucker said, 
“but I’ve got to live through that. 
It’s just part of the game.”

Tucker said he believes his an
kle is close to 100 percent, but he 
still needs a little work.

“It’s still going to take a while 
to get back in there,” he said. 
“The week before the game they 
had me out doing all kinds of 
exercises to get my confidence 
back. I think, ‘If I can play this 
far, I can do this and I can do 
that.’”

Anytime you’re hurt, Tucker 
said, you tend to favor the injury. 
But he’s trying to make a full re
covery.

“If I hurt it in practice or a 
game, I favor it then,” he said. “I 
see people on the ground and I 
try to stay away from them. It 
might hurt in the long run be
cause you want to make the big 
plays.

“Some good things happened 
for me,” Tucker said of the game. 
“I had some good breaks.”

But Tucker made big plays 
against Rice despite the soreness 
in his ankle. Preparing himself 
mentally helps during the game, 
he said. Every Friday night be
fore a game, he sits down and 
plans for the next day.

“I think about every situation 
that could happen to me,” 
Tucker said. “I try to think about 
how I’ll play and what I’ll do on a 
certain down and distance.”

Two nights from tonight, 
Tucker again will be sitting, 
thinking about the next day when 
the Aggies take on Southern 
Methodist in Dallas.

Tucker’s again probably plan
ning two sacks ... maybe even 
more. The Mustangs allowed 
eight sacks in last Saturday’s 52-3 
loss to Texas.

And Tucker is gaining the con
fidence and blocks he needs to 

his way into the back field. 
— and quarterbacks.
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Hall nominees include Knight, O’Brien
SPRINGFIELD, Mass. (AP) — 

lobby Knight and Larry O’Brien, 
represeniuij be former NBA commissioner who

lied last month, were among 12 can- 
lidates nominated Tuesday for elec- 
on to the basketball Hall of Fame.
Hall of Fame president Bob Kur- 

nd said the trustees decided that 
fan individual is worthy of nomi- 
ation to this prestigious honor that 
lerson’s name and qualifications will 
^submitted to the 24-member hon-

theissueare irscommittee.”

“Both these guys are deserving of being 
recognized under the standards of the 
Basketball Hall of Fame. I don't know how they 
are going to come out in the voting by the 
honors committee, but they are certainly 
deserving to be nominated. You canrt deny 
history.”

— Bob Kurland, 
president, Basketball Hall of Fame

“The guts of it is that history 
houldbe reported in its true form,” 
iurland said. “Both these guys are 
leserving of being recognized under 
he standards of the Basketball Hall 
ifFame. I don’t know how they are 
[oing to come out in the voting by 
fie honors committee, but they are 
ertainly deserving to be nominated, 
fou can’t deny history.”

To be elected to the hall, nomi

nees need 18 votes from the honors 
committee in its balloting next 
spring. Enshrinement ceremonies 
are scheduled for May 13 in this city, 
where the game began nearly 100 
years ago.

O’Brien, who died on Sept. 27, 
withdrew his name from consider
ation last year in protest of the hall’s 
secret elections.

Knight, the Indiana coach, asked 
that he not be considered for reno
mination after he failed to be elected 
in 1987. At the time, he called it a 
“slap in the face.”

Knight said through a spokesman 
that he was unaware he was being 
nominated again and would have no 
comment.

Renominated as players were

Nate Archibald, Dave Cowens, Bob 
Lanier, John Kerr, Calvin Murphy 
and Nera White, a women’s Ama
teur Athletic Union star.

In addition to Knight, Jack Hart
man, the winningest coach in Kansas 
State history and Jack Ramsay, one 
of the most successful coaches in 
NBA history, were nominated a sec
ond time.

O’Brien, whose long political ca
reer included being an adviser to 
President Kennedy and national 
Democratic Party chairman, said be
fore his death that he had tried un
successfully to make the election 
process public during his two terms 
as Hall of Fame president.

“I have no quarrel with the Hall of 
Fame and would consider election a 
high honor, but I’m a guy who be
lieves in the Democratic process,” 
O’Brien had said.
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Saturday 8 pot 
november 10 
deware field house

tickets: $10 studeut 
$12 public 

available at 
MSC box office 
all ticketron outlets
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THERMOMETER USE STUDY $100
Individuals with temperature of 99.5 F or higher to participate $̂100

$100 for those who complete the study.

$100
$100
$100

ADULT SORE THROAT STUDY
Wanted individuals 18 years and older to participate in 
an investigational drug research study.

$100 incentive for those chosen to participate.

$100
$100
$100
$100
$100

$300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $30($300 $300 
$300 HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE STUDY $300
$300 Individuals with high blood pressure, either on or off blood $300 
$300 pressure medication to participate in a high blood pressure $300 
$300 research study. $300 incentive.BONUS: $100 RAPID $300 
$300 ENROLLMENT BONUS for completing study. $300
$300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $30($300 $300

CALL
PAULL RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL®

776-0400
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BE AN R.A.
To be eligible for a 
resident advisor 
position, you must 
register for...

EPSY 489 
Sections 507-512

For more information, call 
Lesley Stoup at 845-6520.

Department of Student Affairs

ML&Ski
16 BRECKENRIDGE

1-800-232-2428

Class of ‘61
FOR JUSTICE
10th COURT of APPEALS
Political Ad Paid By Committee to Elect 
Bill Vance, Karl M. May, Treasurer 
5400 Bosque, Suite 490 Waco, TX 76710
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$3.00 ADULTS $2.00 KIDS 
6:00 pm-12:00 am

2nd floor Memorial Student Cntr. 
COSTUME CONTEST 

Adult at 9:00 Weekend in Galveston 
Kids at 7:00 - Great Prizes in

Aggie 96 
Victorian Hotel 
Wal-Mart, Bryan 
Mission Jewelers 
Beetle’s Barbeque 
Commerce National Bank 
Up Front Screen 
Printing 

Luvz Jewelers 
RDM Audio Services 
Cherle Bayer-Changes 
Fountain Builders 
Hair Design 

KinKo’s Copies 
Post Oak Psts 
The Grapevine 
Double Davs’s 
Ptzzaworks 
-George Bush 

K-Mart 
On the Double 
Casa Tomas

CARNIVAL
8PON8OHED BY: 

Hardware
Rita’s Eatrle 8- Cantina 
Wal-Mart,

College Station 
Golden Corral 
Deluxe Burger Bar 
Putt Putt Golf Course 
Cafe Eccell 
La Taquerla 

A Tortilla Factory 
Baja Yacht Club 
Ron’s Ace Hardware 
Party Time 
Cen-Tex Fire 8. Safety 
2 Day Video 
Post Oak Florist 
Aggieland Flower 

A Gift Shoppe

Young Equipment Co. 
Tom’s Barbeque A 
Steak House 

Yummles
Wolf Creek Car Wash 

A Detail Center 
Ambers Inc.
Carney’s Pub 
Double Dave's 
Pixxaworks-Unlversity 

POP-abllities 
Red Lobster 
Petal Patch 

Flower Shop 
Cow Hop 
Copy Corner 
Taco Cabana 
HUller Funeral Home 
The Other Ecllpa 
Cologero’s Formal 

Wear Rental

'«'***& IICH v;

Keep Judge
Terry Means
ON THE TENTH COURT OF APPEALS

“Judge Terry Means is an excellent 
judge doing an outstanding job on the 
Texas Court of Appeals.
He is as concerned about the victims 
of crime as he is the rights of the 
accused. Judge Means believes as I do 
that judges should interpret the law, 
not re-write them.
I urge you to keep Judge Terry Means 
on the lOth Court of Appeals.”
U.S. Senator Phil Gramm

Keep Judge Terry Means working 
for you on the 10th Court of Appeals.

Paid for by Terry Means Justice, Cullen Smith, Treas., 1503 Columbus, Waco, TX 76701.


