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Troops from Texas 
leave for Middle East

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — Soldiers 
from around Texas volunteered or 
prepared to move out Tuesday in 
the U.S. military building in the Per
sian Gulf.

An undisclosed number of Air 
Force reservists have volunteered to 
provide airlift support for the 433rd 
Military Air Wing at Kelly Air Force 
Base, officials confirmed.

The 433rd has a total of 3,700 
members in Texas and Oklahoma; 
3,400 of those reservists are assigned 
to Kelly, Wharton said. It is one of 
several military units assigned to 
Kelly.

None of the reservists have been 
called to active duty, which would re
quire authorization from Congress.

Wing spokesman Maj. Meade C. 
Wharton refused to disclose specifics 
of the air wing’s role in Operation 
Desert Shield, but said some of the 
unit has been departing Kelly since 
last week in connection with the 
Middle East crisis.

The air wing flies the C5-A “Gal
axy,” designed to airlift cargo and 
personnel.

Troops at Fort Hood were “still

preparing to go,” to the Middle East 
to join Operation Desert Shield in 
Saudi Arabia, a base spokeswoman 
said Tuesday.

Elements of the 2nd Armored Di
vision and the 1st Cavalry are ex
pected to be deployed, but the 
spokeswoman said she could not say 
when they are going to leave.

At Fort Bliss, meanwhile, the 3rd 
Armored Cavalry prepared to ship 
out to do the desert warfare they’d 
been training for.

The entire 3rd Armored Cavalry, 
with nearly 4,500 soldiers, 1,700 ve
hicles and 75 aircraft, will be dis
patched to the Middle East, Col. 
Doug Starr, the regiment’s com
mander, said.

The regiment will act as a flank 
guard or as a scout, doing reconnais
sance and feeding intelligence to 
other units.

Fort Bliss officials refuse to reveal 
when the unit will actually move. 
Such information is classified.

Starr said it is the fifth time the 
entire unit has deployed since it was 
established at Fort Bliss in 1972. Ev
ery other time the unit has left for 
training.

U.S. soldiers receive 
support from home

EL PASO (AP) — A local busi
nessman is wishing hometown sol
diers “Godspeed, success and safety” 
and a military wife is handing out 
yellow ribbons as local citizens begin 
rallying support for troops deployed 
to the Persian Gulf.

World War II veteran Paul Berry 
told a friend at KTSM-AM radio sta
tion that he wanted to show some 
support for the troops, and the re
sult was a 30-second radio spot that 
debuted Tuesday morning.

“We hope that the American peo
ple would become aware that those 
are our neighbors and Americans 
over there,” said Berry, owner of 
Wyler Industrial Works. “We feel 
very strongly about it. I Teel strongly

about it having been in a war myself 
and having had a lot of support 
from the American people.”

With the “Battle Hymn of the Re
public” playing in the background, 
the radio spot informs listeners that 
men and women from Fort Bliss 
“have answered the call to defend 
freedom, wherever it is threatened.”

“The employees of Wyler Indus
trial Works support our soldiers, 
sailors, airmen and Marines ... and 
wish them Godspeed, success and 
safety in their mission — for Amer
ica,” the announcer says, 

as the music crescendos.
Members of the 11th Air Defense 

Artillery, stationed at Fort Bliss, al
ready are in the Persian Gulf.

Wholesalers: Oil companies misuse 
Middle East crisis to control prices

AUSTIN (AP) — Major oil companies are us
ing the Middle East crisis to manipulate gasoline 
prices in an attempt to squeeze out independent 
service station owners, an association of gasoline 
wholesalers charged Tuesday.

“The situation in which we find ourselves to
day is worse than the oil embargo days of 1974,” 
said E.W. “Bubba” Wehman Jr., president of the 
Texas Oil Marketers Association.

Since Iraq’s invasion of Kuwait on Aug. 2, the 
price of unleaded self-serve regular gasoline has 
increased 16.2 cents, according to the American 
Automobile Association.

Wehman said behind the high prices, another 
more costly scenario is unfolding. He said oil 
suppliers are keeping the retail price below 
wholesale levels at refinery-owned outlets, mostly 
in major cities.

This will eventually drive independent station

owners out of business, giving oil companies 
more control over the price at the pump. “It 
means less competition. Normally less competi
tion means you’ll pay higher prices,” he said.

“If it continues, federal and state laws may be 
required to level the playing field for the inde
pendent marketer and big oil,” Wehman said, 
suggesting legislation that would bar refiners 
from the retail market.

His group, whose members deliver to more 
than 10,000 retail outlets, met with the officials 
from the state attorney general’s anti-trust divi
sion.

“Simply put, the wholesalers are left with the 
appearance of being price gougers. When in fact, 
we are the gougees,” he said.

The Texas Mid-Continent Oil and Gas Asso
ciation, which represents major oil companies in

the state, did not immediately have a response to 
the wholesalers’ charges.

In another development, the Texas Railroad 
Commission has scheduled an Aug. 30 hearing 
on a federal proposal to boost the state’s oil out
put.

Federal energy officials have asked the agency, 
which regulqtes oil and gas production in Texas, 
to consider raising the state’s oil production ceil
ings to help offset losses from Kuwait and Iraq.

Railroad Commissioner John Sharp said a key 
issue is whether increased production from the 
East Texas field and horizontal wells in South 
Texas would be harmful to long-term produc
tion.

Sharp said some producers argue that when 
production is too fast, some oil is wasted in the 
process.

Crisis postpones deactivation of troops
FORT HOOD (AP) —Deactivation of the 2nd Ar

mored Division has been put on hold by the Army while 
the units troops prepare to head for the Middle East.

“As the situation in the Middle East develops, the De
partment of the Army is going to review the 2nd Ar
mored Division and make a decision regarding any fur
ther deactivation,” said Fort Hood spokeswoman Liz 
Crossan.

The Army had announced in June that it planned to 
deactivate the 12,000-member division due to Euro
pean troop cutbacks and warming superpower rela
tions.

About 500 soldiers were deactivated in June, 800 in 
July and 900 last week, Crossan said. The rest were 
scheduled t6 be deactivated by September 1991.

Although the Iraq crisis has prompted the Army to 
reconsider eliminating the division, it has not decided 
to restore the full force, said Army spokesman Capt.

David Roth in Washington.
Pentagon officials have said they will not release offi

cial troop strengths or destinations about any units of 
any service. But last week they confirmed that elements 
of the 2nd Armored Division and the 1st Cavalry Divi
sion, also from Fort Hood, would soon join other troops 
deployed for Operation Desert Shield.

Those units were “still preparing to go,” on Tuesday, 
a post spokeswoman said.

The Fort Hood troops awaiting deployment contin
ued combat preparations, painting equipment desert- 
beige and learning about the culture and climate of the 
Middle East, 2nd Armored Division spokesman Maj. 
Jim Boling told the Austin American-Statesman.

Around Fort Hood, word that the deactivation was 
on hold offered temporary relief to community leaders 
who have worried that the pullout of 12,000 soldiers 
and 30,000 civilians would foster economic collapse.

BATTIPS

Anyone with story suggestions 
can call BATTIPS, The Battal
ion’s phone line designed to im
prove communication between 
the newspaper and its readers.

BATTIPS’ number is 845- 
3315.

Ideas can include news stories, 
feature ideas and personality pro
files of interesting people.

Anti-chemical gear dispatched to troops
DALLAS (AP) — Anti-chemical 

gear has been dispatched to military 
personnel stationed in Saudi Arabia 
without the protective suits, a Penta
gon spokesman said Tuesday night.

A U.S. Air Force sergeant sta
tioned at an air base in Dhahran, 
Saudi Arabia, contacted the Asso
ciated Press over the weekend to

complain that he and 120 others sta
tioned at the base had not been pro
vided the protective gear in the days 
following Iraq’s Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait.

“Chemical gear for all the people 
who are assigned to that training 
unit was in fact shipped out of the 
U.S. today via airlift,” Air Force Lt.

Col. Don Black said Tuesday.
Black said the protective gear 

would take a couple of days to arrive 
in Saudi Arabia and would be dis
tributed to the members of the mili
tary training mission by the end of 
the week.

The impression that the Air Force 
“stuck these people out there on the

front lines totally defenseless and 
unprepared ... is not the case at all,” 
he said.

Master Sgt. Johnnie Bratton, a na
tive of San Marcos, said Saturday 
that he and the other members of 
the training mission, many of whom 
have been stationed in Dhahran for 
up to two years, lacked “minimum 
protection.”

This Stuff Is To Get You Into 
First American Bank.

Open a 12th Man Checking Account at First American Bank and 
receive a FREE, one-of-a-kind, Texas A&M T-shirt. It’s bright, it's 
exclusive, and it's free!

Plus... by just dropping by our bank (right on University Drive across 
from campus) you can register without obligation for one of 12 great 
prizes to be given away on September 12th.

You could win a 12-speed bike from Valley Cyclery or dinner for 12 at 
the Golden Corral... 12 hair cuts at a beauty salon or 12 compact discs...
12 large pizzas from Little Caeser's or 12 tanning sessions at Lifestyles... 
12 meals at McDonalds or 12 roses for your sweetheart... 12 cases of soft 
drinks or 12 video rentals or a 12-week membership at Lifestyles... and 
even... payment of tuition for 12 semester hours at Texas A&M.

This Is The Important Stuff To 
Keep You Coming Back.

First American Bank/University Center has created an exclusive 
checking account just for Texas A&M students. It's called the 12th Man 
Checking Account.

For just a one-time annual payment of $12 you can write up to 12 
checks a month at no charge. There's no service charge. There's no 
minumum balance.

With the 12th Man Checking Account you also get 200 free checks and 
no monthly charge for MPACT. You will have your own personal 12th 
Man banking representative and the convenience of a bank right next to 
the main campus on University Drive.

Plus, First American Bank offers student loan availability and interest 
discounts on auto loans for graduating seniors.

Maybe we used razzmatazz like a free T-shirt and 12 great prizes to get 
you into First American Bank/University Center. But once you're in our 
bank and take a look at our exclusive Aggie checking account, we think you 
will find the 12th Man Checking Account to be the best prize of all.

Main Office: till Briarcrest Drive
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Supporting the Community

Convenience Center: 1660 Briarcrest Drive • Downtown Drive-In Facility: 27th & Houston Streets • University Center: 711 University Drive Member FDIC
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