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GRANBURY (AP) — Hood 
County Sheriff Edwin Tomlinson 
granted unsupervised furloughs sev
eral times to at least three felons 
serving sentences for violent crimes, 
a newspaper reported Sunday.

The furloughs, granted for in
mates convicted of crimes such as at
tempted murder, aggravated assault 
and burglary, ranged from a few
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— Ralph Walton, 
former district judge

hours to a weekend, the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram reported.

The furloughed inmates were 
awaiting transfer from the Hood 
County Jail to the Texas prison sys
tem, the newspaper said.

Although county authorities said 
records of the furloughs were either 
unavailable or non-existent, two in
mates told the newspaper they had 
been freed several times without su
pervision in 1988 and January 1989.

One inmate also said he spent sev
eral furloughs at the home of a fe
male Hood County Jail supervisor, 
the newspaper said.

Last week, Tomlinson said he had 
granted two furloughs to a third in
mate in January but said those were 
authorized by a state judge.

Texas furlough policies were 
tightened last year after abuses were 
found.

Authorities say the furloughed in

mates in Hood County did not com
mit additional crimes while free. But 
convicted burglar Billy Ray Ratliff 
failed to return to jail as scheduled 
in January 1989 — prompting a 
widespread manhunt and a stern re
buke to the sheriff from a state dis
trict judge.

“I seriously question the wisdom 
of any policy that allows a four-time 
loser to be released from jail on fur
loughs,” former state District Judge 
Ralph Walton wrote Tomlinson Jan. 
5, 1989, the same day Ratliff surren
dered to a Hood County district at
torney’s investigator.

Six months earlier Walton had 
sentenced Ratliff to 25 years in 
prison for burglary. It was Ratliffs 
fourth felony conviction since 1984.

Walton told Tomlinson that any 
additional furlough of prisoners 
without court permission would be 
considered a .“direct act of contempt 
of court.” i

“Until Judge Walton wrote me the 
letter, I thought when (the Texas 
prison system) kept prisoners up 
here under my supervision, that I 
had the right to do this,” Tomlinson 
said last week. “Evidently, I don’t 
have the right.”

Unauthorized furloughs were dis
continued after Ratliffs disappear
ance, Tomlinson said. “It’s not good 
policy,” he said.

Two of the three prisoners re
leased apparently would not have 
qualified for furloughs once they 
reached state custody under 
guidelines used hy officials in the 
Texas Department of Corrections.

Texas prison system furloughs 
must be approved by a prison war
den and hy a three-person commit
tee that assesses community risk. 
State, guidelines require that fur
loughed prisoners be within a year 
of parole eligibility.

One of the prisoners who bene
fited from Tomlinson’s generosity 
questioned the sheriffs practice of 
furloughing inmates.
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Texas A&M pitching coach Jim Lawler turns off against LSU. The Aggies won 4-2 and finished 
the sprinklers that came on during Friday’s game the weekend series 2-1. See baseball/Page 9

SWT tries 
to clean up 
party image

SAN MARCOS (AP) — Southwest 
Texas State University is using the 
most federal dollars for drug abuse 
research and prevention among 
schools in Texas, and officials say 
the college is trying to shed the party 
school image.

SWT is using some of the $3.5 
million in federal grants awarded 
since 1988 for anti-drug programs 
to promote such natural highs as 
skydiving, massage and bicycle rac- 
ing.

SWT administrators say the col
lege, which has a 20-year reputation 
for on-campus revelry, is addressing 
its image “like a recovering alco
holic.”

“As long as you deny you’ve got a 
problem, you’re going to keep that 
problem,” said H.H. “Pancho” 
Howze, director of the SWT Alcohol 
and Drug Education Prevention and 
Training Center.

“I hope the ‘party school’ image is 
beginning to change,” he told the 
Austin American-Statesman. “It’s 
like being an alcoholic — it’s hard to 
live down a reputation.”

Drug Awareness Week at the uni
versity began Sunday, touting the 
distinction pointed out by U.S. Sen. 
Phil Gramm recently, that the school 
gets more money for drug programs 
than any other in the state.

Killer bees could cost Rio Grande Valley millions
DALLAS (AP) — Africanized honeybees — so- 

called killer bees — could pose a threat to the 
$800 million Rio Grande Valley crops dependent 
on bees for pollination, agricultural researchers 
say.

The Africanized bees, now about 150 miles 
south of Brownsville, are due to arrive some time 
this month.

More aggressive than their U.S. cousins, the 
honeybees are rarely deadly, but could cost be

tween $85 million and $135 million annually in 
the first five to eight years, say Texas A&M Uni
versity researchers.

As many as 12 deaths in Mexico have been at
tributed to the Africanized bee in the past three 
years, but Texas health officials don’t foresee a 
threat here.

“This is not a panic situation,” said Dr. Anita 
Collins, research leader at the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Honey Bee Research Lab at

Weslaco.
“But at the same time, we want to inform peo

ple that at some time, we are going to have Afri
canized honeybees, a small but real threat to peo
ple and livestock,” she said.

Collins is leading research along the border, 
where crews have set up a line of about 300 traps 
from Brownsville to just west of Mission to detect 
the arrival of Africanized bees.
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When business starts 
booming it's time to 
think about expanding 
your operation. Adver
tising in the Classifieds 
for the right person to 
fill the job not only 
makes good sense, it 
nets results!
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When you have 
an item to sell, a 
message to get 
across, a product 
to buy, a service 
to advertise...en
terprising people 
use our Classi
fieds for fast, 
economical and 
effective results!

Only for student American Express* Cardmembers.
Apply for the American Express® Card. 
Then get ready to take off. In search of 
adventure, action-or just simply to escape.

American Express and Northwest 
Airlines have arranged these extraordinary 
travel privileges on Northwest-exclusively 
for student Cardmembers:
■ CERTIFICATES VALID FOR THE PURCHASE
of two $118 roundtrip tickets—to many 
of the more than 180 cities in the 48 contig
uous United States served by Northwest. 
Each certificate is good for a six-month 
period, and they will arrive within six 
•weeks after you receive the Card. Current 
Cardmembers will automatically receive 
their $118 certificates by March 15,1990 
provided they are still full time students*

■ 10% OFF ANY NORTHWEST FLIGHT—with
your own personalized discount card, valid 
throughjanuary 1991 on all Northwest and 
Northwest Airlink flights. (This discount 
is not applicable to the $118 student 
certificates and other certificates, 
promotional or special status airfares.)
■ 2,500 BONUS MILES TOWARDS FREE TRAVEL—
when you enroll in Northwest’s WorldPerks® 
Free Travel Program.

AND NOW BECOMING A CARDMEMBER 
IS AS EASY AS A TELEPHONE CALL. 

Just pick up the phone, call 1-800-942- 
AMEX, and talk to us. We’ll take your 
application and begin to process it 
immediately (If you have your banking 
information handy, like your account 
number and bank address, it will help

speed the process.)
Keep in mind that our Automatic 

Acceptance Program makes it easier for 
you to become a Cardmember now, as a 
student, than it will ever be again.

And remember that as a Cardmem
ber you’ll enjoy all the exceptional benefits 
and personal service you would expect from 
American Express.

So don’t miss out on a world of great 
experiences. Pick up the phone. Apply for 
the Card. And start packing!

CALL
845-2611

The Battalion

TRAVEL
RELATED
SERVICES

An American Express company

APPLY TODAY

1-800-942-AMEX
NORTHWEST

AIRLINES
*If you are already a student American Express Cardmember and have a question about this program, please send your written question, a copy of your student ID and class schedule to: American Express, P.O. Box 35029, 
Attn: Student Marketing, Greensboro, NC 27425. Fare is for roundtrip travel on Northwest Airlines. Tickets must be purchased within 24 hours after making reservations. Fares are nonrefundable and no itinerary changes 
may be made after purchase. Seats at this fare are limited and may not be available when you call. Travel must originate by certificate expiration date and be completed within 60 days of that date. Travel may not be available 
between cities to which Northwest does not have published routings. City fuel surcharges not included in fare from Boston ($2.50), Chicago ($5.00), Denver ($2,00) and Florida cities ($2.00). Certain blackout dates and 
other restrictions may apply. For complete offer details, call 1-800-942-AMEX. ©1990 American Express Travel Related Services Company, Inc.

THE AMERICAN EXPRESS® CARD. FOR STUDENTS MORE THAN EVER
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