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4 little more serious, but just as spicy: 
Red Hot Chili Peppers on the rebound
Of The Battalion Staff

Red Hot Chili Peppers
Mother’s Milk
EMI

“The freakiest show I know/ Is the 
show of my own/ Living my life in 

is S|rj(. out of the twilight zone/ Nobody 
" weird like me.”
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Over the last four years the Red 
ot Chili Peppers have proven, if 

nothing else, that few are as weird as 
these four funk thrashers notorious 
for good times, tube socks and penis 
fixations.

At times, vocalist Anthony Kiedis,

guitarist John Frusciante, drummer 
Chad Smith and bassist Flea (fresh 
from his role in “Back To The Fu
ture Part II”) live up to their “No
body Weird Like Me” proclamation 
on their fourth release, Mother’s 
Milk. But they also project a notice
able seriousness evident despite 
their album cover, which features a 
naked woman strategically covered 
by the four Red Hot members.

It’s not too hard to figure out why 
a slight departure from the weird 
has surfaced on the group’s most 
successful release yet.

Aside from an attempt to live up 
to the critical accolades showered on 
the band since its inception, the

group also was forced to weather the 
death of guitarist Hillel Slovak dur
ing the middle of their last tour.

Slovak suffered from the Sid Vi
cious syndrome, and his fatal heroin 
overdose seems, in hindsight, to 
have shaken the group out of its 
mode of unaccountability.

I won’t go so far as to say that 
Mother’s Milk is a serious album, but 
it definitely has a tempered feel, and 
on songs like “Knock Me Down” and 
“Johnny, Kick A Hole In The Sky” 
its mood is downright somber. 
“Knock Me Down,” a tribute to Slo
vak and the band’s realization of its 
“crash/burn” lifestyle, is especially 
tough.

Even Chase’s antics can’t salvage weak script, 
lame humor in predictable ‘Christmas Vacation’

By Todd Stone

Of The Battalion Staff

National Lampoon’s “Christ
mas Vacation” is the type of com
edy that makes you laugh a few 
times, but when it’s over, you 
can’t remember why. The only 
thing memorable about this film 
is the overpriced ticket.

“Christmas” is a victim of two 
common comedy flaws: a story
line filled with too many boring 
time lapses, and has-been jokes 
that take too much time to set up.

In retrospect to the other “Va
cation” films, this effort is not the 
worst of the forgettable trilogy 
(“Vacation” and “European Vaca
tion” preceded “Christmas”). No 
film could be worse than “Euro
pean Vacation,” but with Chevy 
Chase and Randy Quaid starring 
in a film written by John Hughes, 
“Christmas Vacation” should 
have been much better.

The Filmmakers must have 
made the assumption, “We have 
Chevy Chase; we don’t need a 
good script to have a good come
dy.” Unfortunately, even Chase 
needs a good script to make an 
audience laugh.

In “Christmas,” Chase is forced 
to stumble and trip across the 
screen, hoping one of his silly 
looks will earn a laugh. However, 
Chase can’t pull ofjjhe “we have 
a boring script but rfiF film is still

funny” charade. His best films, 
“Foul Play,” “Seems Like Old 
Times” and “Fletch,” were a re
sult of a quality script as much as 
Chase’s comedic talents.

Chase does not have that rare 
ability to make a film better based 
on his expressions and film pres
ence. Tom Hanks is one actor 
who can make a good film great 
(“Big”), and a below average film 
(“Turner and Hooch”) entertain
ing. Chase is only as good as the 
script.

In “Christmas,” Hughes 
belches out a story that seems like 
a collection of afterthoughts. It is 
hard to believe this is the same 
person who wrote “The Breakfast 
Club” and “Planes, Trains, and 
Automobiles.”

At best, “Christmas” looks like 
it was Hughes’ first draft on the 
screen. The story is dreadfully 
simple, and has too few amusing 
scenes to make the audience ig
nore the lack of a clever plot.

Clark Griswold (Chase) decides 
not to travel for the holiday and 
spends Christmas with his family 
at home instead. Predictable 
problems arise: the outdoor lights 
don’t work, Clark gets locked in 
the attic, and none of the relatives 
get along.

One small surprise was the ef
fort to be sincere about Christmas 
spirit in a few scenes. However., 
the characters were too underde
veloped for the sincere approach

to succeed.
When the lewd and crude 

cousin Ed (Quaid), arrives, a few 
funny moments spark hope that 
the film still could turn out to be 
entertaining. But Quaid quickly 
loses himself in the weak script, 
and the film is doomed for medi
ocrity.

Director Jeremiah Chechik did 
not do anything special with “Ch
ristmas,” which only enhances the 
flaws in the predictable script. 
Overall, the film was clumsy and 
often boring, but not to worry — 
the filmmakers are going to make 
plenty money from the suckers 
who made Chevy Chase’s name 
more important than entertain
ment.

But not everyone was disap
pointed with the movie. Most of 
the audience laughed more than 
I did.

I did laugh about five times, 
but I paid $5 to see this movie. 
One dollar per laugh just doesn’t 
seem like a good deal to me. I 
could stay at home and squeeze 
five laughs out of a “Late Night 
With David Letterman” episode 
for no money at all.

If you are a Chevy Chase fan, 
and he can do no wrong in your 
eyes, then go see this film. Other
wise, “Christmas Vacation” is a 
mediocre comedy that isn’t worth 
the time, much less the money, to 
watch.

Throughout the song’s chorus, 
Kiedis croons, “If you see me getting 
mighty/ If you see me getting high/ 
Knock Me Down/ I’m not bigger 
than life.” He finishes the plea with, 
“It’s so lonely when you don’t even 
know yourself.”

Let’s face it: drug czars, first ladies 
and top sport jocks pale in their per
sonal experience with the horrors of 
drugs in comparison with a band like 
the Red Hot Chili Peppers.

Hearing a anti-drug plea by a for
mer addict and byproduct of a drug- 
related death is much more relevant 
and believable than seeing squeaky- 
clean Michael J. Fox tell us drues 
aren’t cool.

The real tragedy of Slovak’s death 
is that it took the loss of his life (al
though those close to the group say 
Slovak had been dead for quite a 
while before then) to sway the band 
from their obsession with pain and 
pleasure.

Mother’s Milk is an album about 
the group’s realization that “Hope I 
die before I get old” is more than 
just a catchy anthem.

I like to compare the Red Hots to 
the Replacements because both 
bands built their popularity as much 
through their incredible on- and 
offstage exploits (the Red Hots like 
to perform wearing only strategi
cally-placed tube socks) as through 
their music.

Fortunately, like the Replace
ments, the Red Hols seem to be tam
ing down and trying to pursue the 
experience of their music and not 
the experiences that come with the 
musician lifestyle.

But that’s not to say that the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers have gone fuddy- 
duddy.

“Good Time Boys” is a hard- 
rockin’ foot-stomper. “Taste The 
Pain” is a funky groover with a sadis
tic beat, and the “Fire” and “Higher 
Ground” (Stevie Wonder) covers are 
excellent.

Musically, Mother’s Milk is the 
Red Hot’s strongest and most di
verse work yet. The band is ex
tremely talented, running the gamut 
of modern music with hardcore, 
punk, blues, rap, funk and even a 
little jazz (“Pretty Little Ditty”).

I’m sorry the band had to lose its 
left leg to realize it had a handicap, 
but tragedies set aside, the new Pep-

Eers appear to be on the right foot to 
ecoming one of the hottest and tan- 

giest acts of the ’90s.
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This Came is exclusively at ashman’s.

THE GREATEST GAMES IN SPORTS: SSs
6 GRAND PRIZE EXPENSE PAID TRIPS • mb* finals

US OPEN TENNIS 
US OPEN GOLF 
NCAA FINAL FOUR

WOMEN’S REEBOK 
ELECTRA AEROBIC 

WORKOUT SHOE
A super lightweight shoe that’s 
cushioned all over for comfort 

and injury protection.

21"
orig. 29.99

MEN’S OR WOMEN’S 
ADIDAS STAN SMITH 

TENNIS SHOE
The all-time classic with smooth 
white leather uppers and multi

grip sole. Your best choice for 
on or off the court.

29"
orig. 44.99

adidas ^ MEN’S ADIDAS ROD 
LAVER CANVAS 

TENNIS SHOE
This deluxe tennis shoe has 

breathable canvas uppers and 
density urethane sole 

that’s long lasting 
and comfortable.

a two-

24"
orig. 39.99

adidas ^
MEN’S ADIDAS REGAL 

CROSSTRAINING SHOE
Rugged all-leather upper has 

sure-lock Velcro® support strap. 
Cushioned from heel to toe for 

comfort and protection.

29"
orig. 65.99

MEN’S NIKE 
MULTI SPORT FITNESS 

CROSSTRAINING SHOE
An all-around court, fitness, 
workout shoe with the super 

comfortable Nike Airliner® and 
Velcro® straps for a sure fit.

r — OSHMAN S COUPON 4 DAYS ONLY
i Hi Hurry in! Supply limited to stock on hand.

49"
orig. 69.99

' coot! on identical items while available at the advertisea arice. Just bring us the ad.

POST OAK MALL, 696-0546 I:•
Shop Monday thru Saturday 10-9; Sunday 12:30-5:30 WMBmI ^ JftVT^J[layaway ,

Oshmnn's Sporting Goods. Inc

How many AGGIES does it take to change your oil?

I
Let LUBE KING do it!
m\..AGGIE SPECIAL

■
TEXACO

irif COUPON 'rMiftliiM!
p>#f*8S§f

Williams:

1791 BRIARCREST 
776-8200

205 HOLLEMAN 
764-7992

301 TEXAS 
779-8200

0VBH 5000 UfSTUNT WtMHERS! \
20 —$1,000 Oshman’s Shopping Sprees 
200-$100 Oshman’s Shopping Sprees 

5000 —Sport Caps

iMum/y

LIVE MUSIC
lit

NORTH GATE

Thurs: "Ashbum" $2°° cover 

Fii: "The Band with no Sleep
Sat: "Breakaway'

$2°° cover 

$2°° cover

Every Wednesday Lippman Jam
No Cover

103 Boyett 846-8863
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GRADUATING
AGGIES!

If your car has not been first 
in import owner loyalty for 

the last 12 years —
If it has not been on 

Car & Driver s ten best list 
for the last seven years — 
If it has not been twice 

claimed the top three spots 
for import car of the year — 
If it has not retained one of 

the highest resale values 
in the industry — 

and

If it has not been ranked the 
most reliable & trouble-free 
automobile on the market...

Then, it’s not a Honda.
Come See the #1 Selling Import Car 

in Bryan/College Station at Allen Honda.

7600 Hwy 6. 
East ByPass 

College Station

IV
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out of town 
call Collefct 
696-2424

A basketful of cash is better 
than a garage full of 'stuff'

Have a garage or yard sale this week - Call 845-0569


