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‘Godot’ puzzling yet enjoyable
By Cray Pixley
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Outstanding performances cou
pled with an uninviting play make 
the Aggie Players’ production of 
Samuel Beckett’s play “Waiting For 
Godot” a puzzling yet thoughtful 
evening of entertainment.

The play, currently being per
formed at the Fallout Theater in 
Blocker Building, is not one that 
generally is enjoyed by the mains
tream audience. At times it is a for
bidding and gloomy show.

Although Beckett’s tale of trou
bled humanity is considered one of 
the most influential plays of the 
modern theater, it just isn’t light en
tertainment.

Thankfully, Beckett’s tragico
medy takes a back seat to the won
derful performances of the five ac
tors under the direction of Dr. 
Roger Schultz.

Clinton Sam and Oliver Tull as 
the two tramps, Estragon and Vladi
mir, wander around the stage like 
two vaudeville performers on leave 
from work.

They are uncertain about why 
they are waiting and where they are.

Estragon and Vladimir are indeci
sive and incapable of action while 
they wait for hope (embodied by Go- 
dot) that never comes.

Sam and Tull are well-matched 
actors who bring fine comedic per
formances to “Waiting For Godot.” 
Their verbal interplay is splendid. 
They philosophize and question 
each other like a sort of wasteland 
Abbot and Costello.

Beckett’s dialogue is helped along 
by the insertion of some contempo
rary characters that Tull and Sam 
use in their performance. Bugs 
Bunny and Michael Jackson slip into 
the action through Estragon and 
Vladimir. It may seem strange, but it 
works very well.

While Estragon and Vladimir are 
waiting, we also are waiting. Every
one is waiting for Godot.

While they are waiting, Estragon 
and Vladimir encounter Pozzo and 
Lucky.

Pozzo, a sort of ringmaster with a 
whip and a whipping boy named 
Lucky, invades the two tramps’ wait
ing space. They bring a dark, heavy 
feeling to the bright indecision of Es
tragon and Vladimir.

Al Alford is frightening as Pozzo,

and John Flores is excellent as the 
pitiful Lucky.

Flores gives a great physical acting 
performance in a very difficult role. 
Alford is equally impressive and au
thoritative in his role.

Sean Dunham rounds out the 
show as a boy who always brings the 
sad news that Godot is not coming 
today to see Estragon and Vladimir.

“Waiting For Godot” is not an eas
ily accessible play, but the actors’ ex
pert performances make the show 
one not to be missed.

The Fallout Theater adds an inti
mate arena to showcase this interest
ing production. The scenic and 
lighting design is economical and 
well suited to Beckett’s play.The cos
tumes designed by professor Susan 
Kelly’s are early 20th century vaude
ville-style costumes that suit the ac
tors’ character performances.

“Waiting For Godot” continues at 
the Fallout Theater at 8 p.m. on Oct. 
26-28 and Nov. 2-4. Tickets are $2 
for season ticket holders and $4 for 
the general public. Tickets or reser
vations are available through the 
MSG Box Office. Call 845-1234 for 
information.

Bus

By KEVIN THOMAS

(Continued from page 12)

think they have the same rights as 
both pedestrians and drivers in cars. 
He said bike riders sneak up on ei
ther side of the bus and often can’t 
be seen. Bikes also are difficult to 
avoid because they move quickly 
and often turn right in front of the 
bus.

In order to become skilled at driv
ing safely, drivers are put through a 
week-long training course. In the 
training, drivers spend about half 
their time in a classroom and the 
other half of the time driving. Train
ees must drive through slalom 
courses going both forward and 
backwards.

One goal of the training program 
is to make sure drivers are confident 
in their own abilities before they are 
allowed to drive. Even after a week 
of training, potential drivers must 
still pass a Texas A&M Bus Opera
tions test and a Department of Public 
Safety test. Because buses are driven 
many miles a day and there are lots 
of chances for accidents to occur, the 
training drivers receive is important.

In the 1988 fiscal year, approxi
mately 250 drivers drove the 63 
buses in the A&M system 1.2 mil
lion miles and burned 213,377 gal
lons of fuel. In that same time, they 
gave over 4 million rides to students, 
faculty and guests.

Station
(Continued from page 12)

performance is to promote a child’s 
active participation. Sometimes dif
ferent groups in the audience are as
signed to imitate a different instru
ment.

Although the productions are 
aimed at entertaining children, the 
musical accompaniment amuses 
adult audiences as well. The songs 
that are played often have subtle 
messages which only adults in the 
audience can understand.

For example, in their version of 
“Charlotte’s Web,” spiders begin 
flying from a nest while musicians 
begin playing the Air Force theme 
song. Because only adults under
stand the connection, their laughter 
amuses the children even though 
they may not realize what triggers 
the laughter.

Discipline can also be taught to 
children through performances, Wi
ley said.

She said that if a child gets carried 
away by trying to upstage a play 
(which is seldom), one of the actors 
may have to gently reprimand him 
while staying in character.

Although it’s not necessary for 
someone who is in a child’s play to 
have theatrical experience, Wiley 
said one should enjoy improvising 
while entertaining children.

“You have to want to mesmerize 
children,” she said. “There’s some
thing about watching kids laugh and 
have a good time in a wholesome ex
perience.”

Wiley emphasized the need for to
day’s children to learn to use their 
imagination. She added that TV and 
video games are monopolizing chil
dren’s time, preventing them from 
using their own talents.

“The more technical that our 
world becomes, the more children 
will need to rely on their imagina
tion,” she said. “When you succeed 
in giving them that opportunity, you 
feel like you’ve helped in some 
way.”
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Contact Lenses
Only Quality Name Brands

(Bausch & Lomb, Ciba, Barnes-Hinds-Hydrocurve)

$ 4900 $ pr.*-STD. CLEAR DAILY WEAR SOFT 
LENSES

1

$69 $§8^°

I $69°°

pr*-STD. EXTENDED 
WEAR SOFT LENSES

pr.*-STD. TINTED SOFT LENSES

SAME DAY DELIVERY 
ON MOST LENSES

Sale ends Dec. 20,1989

Call 696-3754 
For Appointment

CHARLES C. SCHROEPPEL, O.D., P.C. 
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

‘Eye exam not included.
Free care kit with exam and pair of lenses.

707 South Texas Ave., Suite 101D
College Station, Texas 77840

1 block South of Texas & University

[MosterCard;

THE AMERICAN MEDICAL STUDENT'S ASSOCIATION

&

TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

present ....

Foil Lecture Series 
on

PREVENTATIVE MEDICINE

JOHN M. QUARLES Ph.D., Associate Professor of Microbiology 
speaks on

AIR POLLUTION: HOLD YOUR BREATH

Thursday, October 26tt 
12:00 - 12:50 p.m.

Joe H. Reynolds Medical Sciences Building." Lecture Hall I 
* All undergraduates, graduates, and faculty are welcome.

AEROBICS
A

tesister N0J 
University PLUS Craft Center 

Basement Of MSC

Low - Impact Aerobic Exercise
B M/W, 6-7pm. Oct 23 - Dec 6

Intermediate Aerobic Exercise
D T/Th, 6-7pm, Oct 24 - Dec 7

Beginning Aerobic Exercise
F M/W, 5-6pm, Oct 23 - Dec 6 

H M/W. 7-8pm, Oct 23 - Dec 6 

J T/Th, 5-6pm, Oct 24 - Dec 7 

L T/Th, 7-8pm. Oct 24 - Dec 7

$20/Student $22/Nonstudenf

845-1631

PLUS
JJ

ENGINEERS
OVERSEAS

DON’T:
-wear a suit and tie 
-shuffle papers and answer 
phones

-sit at a desk all day

??**!**.___
DO:
-live in foreign countries 
-work outdoors 
-take charge 
-make decisions 
-face many challenges 
-bear heavy responsibility 
-work long hours 
-operate sophisticated elec
tronic equipment 

-record information on oil and 
gas wells

-interpret that information

ENJOY:
-being their own boss 
-top salaries/benefits

THIS JOB IS NOT FOR 
EVERYONE — BUT IT 
COULD BE FOR YOU!

Schlumberger, the world leader 
in Wireline Well Logging has 
immediate career opportunities 
Overseas for individuals with
an M.S. or B.S. degree in E.E., 
M.E., Physics, Aerospace 
Engineering or the Geo- 
Sciences, excellent scholastic 
record, hands-on aptitude and 
0-3 years work experience.

OPENINGS FOR
PERMANENT

POSITIONS

U S. or Canadian Citizenship preferred

INFORMATION MEETING*
Date: October 30, 1989 
Time: 6:15PM — 8:15PM 
Place: Rudder Tower, Room 510

INTERVIEWING
October 31, 1989

*AII candidates must attend Information Meeting

Schlumberger
Exceptional people Exceptional technology. Worldwide

Spark Some Interest!
Use the Battalion Classifieds. Call 845-0569


