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Author campaigns for awareness of homeless
By Melissa Naumann

REPORTER

When Jonathan Kozol, author of “Rachel and Her 
Children: Homeless Families in America,” went to New 
York City’s Martinique Hotel, it wasn’t for a vacation.

Martinique Hotel, a shelter for homeless people, was 
where Kozol got his first look at the desperate situation 
of homeless children, he said Friday in a lecture spon
sored by MSC Great Issues.

“If all of the homeless children in America were 
gathered together in one place, it would be bigger than 
Atlanta,” Kozol said.

Homeless children usually have bleak futures be
cause they have never had secure, stable homes, Kozol 
said.

From the beginning, their chances for success are 
minimal, he said.

“The infant mortality rate in homeless shelters is 
four times the national rate,” he said.

Half of all homeless children do not attend school 
and those who do are at least two years behind children 
of the same age, Kozol said.

In psychiatric evaluations of homeless children who 
are in school, the children were described as being 
“more depressed than those we would find in mental 
hospitals,” Kozol said. Self-inflicted wounds are com
mon in these children, he said.

“One boy I saw had pulled all of his permanent teeth 
out,” Kozol said.

As homeless children get older, they usually turn to 
crime, he said.

“Can you blame them?” he said. “They hear about all 
the things this nation has to offer, but they think these 
things are not for them. They’re angry and justly so.”

Kozol said homeless children who become involved 
in crime usually start with prostitution and drugs, and

eventually move to violent crimes.
“By the time they’re 18, we don’t pity them any 

longer — we hate them,” he said. “When these 18-year- 
olds go out into the street and commit a real crime, will 
we remember what we did to them when they were 
children?”

Kozol said when he talks to audiences from wealthy 
areas about helping homeless children, they don’t want 
to give money, but are willing to spend time teaching 
illiterate adults how to read.

“Isn’t there a certain cruelty in this national phe
nomenon?” he asked. “Affluent people see their taxes 
decline and profits increase and those same people 
want to go and volunteer.

“They ask if money is really the answer. They ask if 
we should throw money at a situation like this. I’m al
ways amazed that they can actually ask if money can be

the answ'er to destitution. Only when it comes to hu- 
manjustice do we question the utility of cash.”

Kozol said his reaction to these people shocks them.
“I tell them, ‘You keep away from them — you’re the 

enemy,’ ” he said. “Jews wouldn’t want Nazis to come 
do them favors.”

For students who don’t have money to give, Kozol 
said their most effective position is to raise political 
consciousness.

“It’s important that we don’t always look for sympa
thetic people in the humanities,” he said. “We also need 
to get economics students interested and ask them, 
‘Does a free enterprise system mean there’s no mercy 
for losers?' ”

Kozol said he does not oppose a free enterprise sys
tem but it frequently can do more harm than good.

“I would like to see our system prevail,” he said, “but 
I want to see it change so it deserves to prevail.”

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
of IBM PERSONAL SYSTEM/2s

VISIT THE IBM PS/2 FAIR
APRIL 19th AND 20th 

RUDDER TOWER EXHIBIT HALL
9AM - 4PM

For the first time ever on the Texas A&M Campus, IBM and the Texas A&M Micro Computer- 
Center are offering immediate delivery (while supplies last) of 3 IBM PS/2 configurations:

BUNDLE #1: PS/2 Model 30 286. The 8530-E21 includes 1 Mb memory, an 80286 
(10Mhz) processor, one 3.5" diskette drive (1.44Mb), 20Mb fixed disk drive, IBM 
Mouse, 8513 Color Display, DOS 4.0, Microsoft® Windows/286, Word and hDC

List
Price!!
$4,111

YourjiJ
Pricejl
<fcO CCGF

Windows Exi Software is loaded and read'

BUNDLE #2: PS/2 Model 50 Z. The 8550-031 includes 1 Mb memory, an 80286 
(10Mhz) processor, one 3.5" diskette drive (1.44Mb), 30Mb fixed disk drive, IBM 
Mouse, IBM Micro Channel Architecture™, 8513 Color Display, DOS 4.0, Microsoft 
Windows/286, Word, Excel and hDC Windows Express. Software is loaded and
ready to go!

$6,117 $3,110

BUNDLE#3: PS/2 Model70 386. The8570-E61 includes 2Mb memory, an 80386 
(16Mhz) processor, one 3.5" diskette drive (1.44Mb), 60Mb fixed disk drive, IBM 
Mouse, IBM Micro Channel Architecture, 8513 Color Display, DOS 4.0, Microsoft 
Windows/386, Word, Excel and hDC Windows Express. Software Is loaded and
ready to go!

$8,912 $4,943

^Prices quoted go not include sales tax» but po inctude the Mtqro Center Handling fee. IBM may withdraw prqrRptidn 3t any time Without nptfce^

Sponsored by the Texas A&M Microcomputer Center

REGISTER TO WINr
o IBM PS/2 Model 25 w/hardfile value $3,293
o Sony Portable CD Player value $300
o Panasonic Answering Machine value $100
(Register April 19th & 20th, drawings to be held April 20th, 1989, 3PM)

THE FINE PRINT: IBM Personal System/2 and PS/2 are registered trademarks of International Business Machines Corporation. IBM Micro Channel Architecture 
is a trademark of IBM Corporation. Microsoft is a registered trademark of the Microsoft Corporation. hDC Windows Express is a trademark of the hDC Computer 
Corporation. Immediate delivery while supplies last. These prices are available to eligible students, faculty and staff at Texas A&M University (also available to 
departments). Stop by the PS/2 Fair for complete drawing rules. No purchase is required, and you need not be present to win. Participant must be a student at 
Texas A&M University and enrolled in study that a) leads to a degree, b) leads to a certificate which requires at least 1 academic year of enrollment, or c) is required 
*o maintain the student's professional certification and which requires at least 3 months of enrollment. Odds of winning are determined by total number of entries


