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4IDS apathy in Texas worries 
lealth authorities, educators
.ack of funds, legislation hinder efforts in state
AUSTIN (AP) — With more than 6,000 confirmed 

ises, AIDS continues its deadly spread across Texas, 
ut health authorities say they are frustrated by public 
pathy and lack of money and legislation to battle the 
isease.
“Obviously it is increasing,” said Dr. Robert 
ernstein, the state health commissioner. “There is no 
gn of it leveling out. But there doesn’t seem to be any
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roundsvvell to do much about it.”
Dr. Robert Wirag, director of the student health cen- 

;rat the University of Texas at Austin, agreed, saying 
:xual activity among college students doesn’t reflect a 
idespread concern about spread of the disease.
"There’s a tremendous amount of apathy,” Wirag 

)ld the Austin American-Statesman. “Our lectures and 
resentations aren’t getting the attendance they de- 
erve.”
Wirag said campus health officials are seeing the con- 

equencesof“a lot of indiscriminate” sexual activity.
"The rate of infection with the virus that causes geni­

al warts, say, is slowly increasing,” he said. “That’s the 
cary part. We’re wondering what’s going on.”
Eight years into the worldwide epidemic of acquired 

[rimune deficiency syndrome, California, with the sec- 
nd-largest number of full AIDS cases in the nation, 
pends$100 million annually on education and preven- 
ion.
Texas, with the fifth largest number of AIDS cases

nationwide, tries to get by on $2 million a year in state 
spending.

The state Department of Health this year is asking 
the Texas Legislature for $45 million for the biennium 
for education, prevention and treatment programs rec­
ommended by the Legislative Task Force on AIDS. But 
Bernstein said he was not confident the full request will 
be granted.

The state’s current spending was cited by the AIDS 
task force as one reason the health department has 
been unable to conduct normal epidemiological surveys 
to determine frequencies and distributions of the proc­
ess of infection.

However, Bernstein said the biggest reason the state 
has not been able to conduct adequate epidemiological 
surveys has been the continued unwillingness of law­
makers to provide protection from AIDS discrimina­
tion.

He said that has limited health authorities to surveys 
where they can be sure of fully protecting a partici­
pant’s confidentiality.

“Because as soon as we start naming names there’s 
discrimination,” Bernstein said. “And there’s no ques­
tion there is discrimination out there against these peo­
ple.”

Without better surveys of the infection process, au­
thorities are left to ponder infection statistics they know 
are incomplete.

So far in Texas, the vast majority of the 6,140 people 
diagnosed with full AIDS have been gay or bisexual 
men — 75 percent of them Anglo, 13 percent Black and 
12 percent Hispanic, according to state figures.

Statewide infection statistics, which have been col­
lected only since September 1987, total 3,337 cases of 
infection with the virus, which experts say remains 
transmissible for life. About 350 of those cases are 
women.

The health department’s best indicator so far of what 
may be going on in the Texas heterosexual community 
is a recently completed anonymous survey of blood 
taken from newborns in the state’s hospitals from April 
to July 1988, Bernstein said.

Conducted with federal assistance, the survey found 
94 per 100,000 newborns infected.

Warped by Scott McCullar
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Applications Available 
108 YMCA

DEADLINE: March 31, 5PM

Information Sessions

March 21, 8:30 PM 228 MSC 

March 29, 7 PM 401 Rudder
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[FREE SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION FOR 
STUDENTS WHO NEED

MONEY FOR COLLEGE
Every Student is Eligible for Some Type of Financial Aid 

Regardless of Grades or Parental Income.
• We have a data bank of over 200,000 listings of scholarships, fellow­

ships, grants, and loans, representing over $10 billion in private sector 
funding.

• Many scholarships are given to students based on their academic 
interests, career plans, family heritage and place of residence.

• There’s money available for students who have been newspaper 
carriers, grocery clerks, cheerleaders, non-smokers . . . etc.

• Results GUARANTEED.

CALL
ANYTIME

For A Free Brochure
(800) 346-6401

A&M
steakhousef 
Delivers 

846-5273

TTWVl/
1 month unlimited

Tanning $3500
846-1571

Expires 3/24/89
between Loupot’s & Kinkos

TSO for contact lenses.
Fifty years of experience is reflected 

in every pair we fit.

After just one visit, it’s easy to see why a comfortable fit is 
synonymous with contact lenses from Texas State Optical.

It starts with a wide selection.TSO offers one of the widest 
choices of hard and soft lenses 
available, so you not only get 
your prescription filled to the 
doctor's exact specifications, 
you also get the kind of fit and 
comfort 50 years of experience 
can offer.
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‘RtTfearTot Prof«»onal Eyocare

8008 Post Oak Mall 
764-0010

Hair & Tanning Salon
846-8663
846-7993
European 

Tanning Beds

$3995 Perrn & Cut

$30°°
Sculptured nails

Curled or 
Relaxers

$7000 Spiral Perm with 
Cut and Conditioner

Open Mon-Fr! 8-9 
Sat 8-5

700 University Dr. 
College Station

next to Univ. Bookstore 
Walkins welcome 

Thru 3/31/89

Zenith’s SupersPort 286— 

With Modem and Free 
Lap-Link Software—Lets 
You Hook Up With Any IBM 
Or Mac Desktop On Campus!

ZENITH INNOVATES AGAIN

The Zenith Data Systems 
SupersPort 286 Portable PC

.vV.
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Buy the Zenith Data Systems 
SupersPort 286™ with internal modem 
at our special student price, and get 
a coupon for Traveling Software’s” 
Lap-Link—a $589 value—Free! 
Lap-Link lets you transfer files between a 
host of laptops and desktops, including the 
IBM PS/27 And Lap-Link...
• Comes in both IBM PC/DOS and 

Macintosh" versions
• Installs in seconds
• Offers a split-screen design
• Transfers data at up to 115,200 baud; and
• Includes disks, documentation and 

universal cable.
And with the 

SupersPort 286— 
today’s best selling 
battery-powered 
286 portable*— 
you’ll enjoy high-

end desktop performance anytime, 
anywhere. Plus an internal 2400 Baud 
modem, maximum battery life, and a 
dazzling back-lit LCD screen for superior 
readability.

So ask for your Zenith SupersPort 286 
and FREE Lap-Link coupon today. Then 
hook up with any PC at school!
‘Source: Dataquest, Inc.
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THE QUALITY GOES IN BEFORE THE NAME GOES ON *
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To Get Your Free Lap-Link Coupon,

Contact Your Nearby Zenith Data Systems 
Campus Representative Today At:

M icroComputerCenter
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Computer Soles and Supplies
Located at the MSC inside the Texas A&M Bookstore 

Monday thru Friday 7:45a.m. - 6:00p.m.
Saturday 9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.

(409) 845-4081
Offer Ends March 31,1989!
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Macintosh is a registered trademark o* Apple Computer Co Lap-Link is a registered trademark ol Traveling Software Inc.

Graphics simulate Microsoft*1 Windows, a product of Microsoft Corporation Microsoft* Windows is included with all hard disk models of Zenith Data Systems' advanced desktop systems.
Special pricing offer good only on purchases directly through Zenith Contact(s) listed above by students, tacutty and staff for their < 
per individual in any 12-month period Prices subject to change without notice 
IBM PS/2 is a registered trademark of IBM Corporation

No other discounts apply Limit one personal computer

c 1989, Zenith Data Systems
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