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lemens signs 3-year pact with Boston
Two-time Cy Young winner now one of baseball’s richest

HOUSTON (AP) — He earned 
the nickname “Rocket” for the way 
his fastball moves on the field. From 
now on, Roger Clemens’ nickname 
will apply to his paychecks, too.

Clemens agreed Wednesday to a 
three-year contract with the Boston 
Red Sox worth $7.5 million, the 
highest average annual salary in 
baseball history. The 1986 and 1987 
American League Cy Young Award 
winner will get a $300,000 signing 
bonus, $2.2 million this season, $2.5 
million in 1990 and $2.5 million in 
1991.

“I’m happy to get it settled at this 
point,” Clemens said during an in
terview at the office of his agents. “I 
didn’t feel like going to arbitration 
because I’ve heard a lot of negative 
things coming out.”

Clemens earned $1.5 million in 
1988, when he slumped to 18-12 
with a 2.93 earned-run average and 
a league-leading 291 strikeouts in 
264 innings. He is 78-34 in his major 
league career and won the Cy Young 
Award after going 24-4 in 1986 and 
20-9 in 1987.

This contract was agreed to more 
amicably than his last one. In 1987, 
Clemens held out and settled on a 
two-year deal only after the inter
vention of Commissioner Peter Ue
berroth.

“Now, I’m just looking to bigger 
and better things,” Clemens said. 
“I’ve tried to perform at the top level 
of all the pitchers in the league. I al
ways knew if I did the job, every
thing off the field would take care of 
itself.”

His average annual salary of $2.5 
million is the most ever in baseball, 
even though his 1989 salary will be 
only the sixth highest. Including a 
prorated share of his signing bonus, 
Clemens will earn $2.6 million in 
each of the 1990 and 1991 seasons, 
the highest single-season salaries 
ever in baseball.

Don Mattingly’s $2.5 million in 
1990 with the New York Yankees 
was the previous high in straight sal
ary. Eddie Murray of the Los An

geles Dodgers will get $2.8 million in 
1991, but $500,000 is deferred with
out interest, lowering its present-day 
value substantially.

Clemens had asked for $2.36 mil
lion in arbitration and Boston had 
offered $1.9 million. For the Red 
Sox, the key was getting a three-year 
deal. Clemens would have become 
eligible for free agency following the 
1990 season.

“While it may represent the high
est salary per year ever earned in 
baseball, that’s not going to last too 
long in my opinion,” said Randy 
Hendricks, one of Clemens’ agents. 
“I believe that salaries are going to 
continue going up.”

At four years, 142 days of major 
league service, Clemens reached $2 
million faster than any other player 
in history, beating Minnesota’s Kirby 
Puckett by five days. And Clemens 
could make even more.

In addition to his salary, Clemens 
has the opportunity to earn 
$350,000 per year in bonuses. He 
would get $100,000 for winning the 
Cy Young Award and $50,000 for 
finishing second. He would get 
$100,000 for winning the American 
League Most Valuable Player and 
$50,000 for finishing second or 
third. He would get $50,000 if he is 
MVP of the AL playoffs and

Ueberroth wants Rangers sale 
finalized before he leaves post

GRAPEVINE (AP) — Baseball 
Commissioner Peter Ueberroth said 
he intends to see that the drawn-out 
sale of the Texas Rangers is com
pleted before he leaves office at the 
end of March.

Ueberroth met with five potential 
buyers of the team Tuesday during 
an eight-hour whirlwind stop in the 
Dallas-Fort Worth area.

“That’s a clear goal,” Ueberroth 
said Tuesday during a one-hour 
news briefing before catching a 
flight to San Antonio. “I’m not com
missioner past March 31. I see it 
coming before that. We want to find 
the best solution for everybody.”

The Fore Worth Star-Telegram 
reported Wednesday that among 
those with whom Ueberroth met

— Former Rangers minority 
owner Raymond Nasher, a Dallas 
real estate developer;

— George W. Bush, the Presi
dent’s son, who has formed a part
nership with Cincinnati’s Bill DeWitt 
Jr. in an effort to purchase the team;

- Fort Worth businessman Rich
ard Rainwater.

Most of the meetings were at an 
aiport hotel, but the Star-Telegram 
reported that Ueberroth left the ho
tel late in the afternoon for two 
meetings believed to be in Fort 
Worth, one of which was with Rain
water.

Also present at Tuesday’s meet
ings were American League presi
dent Dr. Bobby Brown; Chicago 
White Sox owner Jerry Reinsdorf, 
chairman of the powerful ownership 
committee that has recommended 
that Rangers minority partner Ed
ward Gaylord’s bid to buy the team 
be disapproved; and Ed Durso, gen
eral counsel for baseball, the Star- 
Telegram reported.

Ueberroth would not say whether 
he would overrule the owners if they 
should vote down the contract that 
majority owner Eddie Chiles now 
has with Gaylord of Oklahoma City, 
but he did say that he has postponed 
a special meeting on the subject for a 
second time. It had been scheduled 
for next Monday, Ueberroth said.

“I’ve asked that the meeting that

was to be held be postponed because 
I didn’t think it would produce re
sults that would necessarily be good 
for the franchise,” Ueberroth said. 
“My job is to care about the fran
chise.”

The owners still are expected to 
meet in special session before their 
next regularly scheduled meeting in 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on March 10.

Nasher, a member of the Rangers’ 
board of directors and minority 
partner when Brad Corbett owner 
the team, tried on numerous occa
sions to purchase the team in the late 
’70s and early ’80s before selling his 
stock to Chiles. He said he’s not rul
ing out the possibility of making an
other attempt.

“At this point, I’m not ruling out 
anything,” Nasher said after a one- 
hour meeting with Ueberroth.

“ILocal ownership with 
roots means what it 
means. If Mr. Gaylord was 
turned down, it would be 
my desire as commissioner 
to see the ownership go to 
another Texas group.”

— Peter Ueberroth, 
baseball commissioner

“Bobby Brown and I have been 
friends for a long time but I had 
never met Ueberroth. They were 
spelling out the nature of the situa
tion.”

Rainwater confirmed his session 
with Ueberroth but said he would 
have no comment on the meeting. 
Bush, first on Ueberroth’s appoint
ment list after the commissioner ar
rived on a mid-morning flight from 
New York, was unavailable for com
ment.

“You never know the results of a 
day like today right away,” Ueber
roth said. “The purpose ... of the

trip was to talk to and listen to va
rious parties who had shown interest 
in the Texas Rangers. We tried to 
give them a direct update of the con
dition of baseball and the condition 
of the Texas Rangers. I think that 
was accomplished in each case.”

Ueberroth said he envisions local 
ownership that would model itself 
after the Milwaukee, Cincinnati, 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh fran
chises. Majority ownership of each 
of those franchises is held by a group 
of investors with a managing part
ner. At Milwaukee, for instance, 
Bud Selig is managing partner of the 
Brewers, though he owns only 26 
percent of the team.

“Three years ago, when we set up 
criteria for expansion, or relocation 
of a present franchise, one of the 
main three items we looked for was 
local ownership with roots,” Ueber
roth said. “This trip was necessitated 
because of that. Local ownership 
with roots means what it means.

“If Mr. Gaylord was turned down, 
it would be my desire as commis
sioner to see the ownership go to an
other Texas group.”

Ueberroth said many owners re
main adamantly opposed to approv
ing a new owner with broadcast in
terests. Gaylord owns Gaylord 
Broadcasting, which includes a Fort 
Worth TV station that carries Rang
ers games.

“The television station is an obsta
cle,” Ueberroth said, “possibly an in
surmountable obstacle.”

Ueberroth said he would like to 
work out a solution in which Gaylord 
at least remains involved with the 
Rangers as a minority owner. He 
owns 33 percent of the club.

Among the prospective buyers 
who did not meet Tuesday with Ue
berroth was Fort Worth auto dealer 
Roger Williams, who has joined 
forces with New Jersey real estate 
developer Bill Mack in an effort to 
buy the team.

“Why he would want to meet with 
other people is beyond me when he’s 
got the Bush group and he’s got us,” 
Williams told the Star-Telegram. 
“He has got buyers right here. He 
ought to be talking to people who 
want the team, not people he has to 
force to buy it. The rationale behind 
that is hard for me to understand.”

LADIES & LORDS
’5th ANNIVERSARY SALE!

15 to 50 Percent Off!
□ Bridal Gowns and Bridesmaid Dresses
□ Formals and Party Dresses from $39.95

□ Tuxedos from $99.95*
• Tie/Cumberbund Sets from $15.95
• Tuxedo Shirts from $15.95

HURRY! - Sale Ends February 28th
Group Rates Available

We Guarantee to Beat the Competition's 
Prices on Identical Merchandise!

"Where looking good is stylishly affordable"

*Pre-rented Garments

707 TEXAS AVEUE - COLLEGE STATION

764-8289

$100,000 if he is MVP of the World 
Series.

Despite his star performances, 
which include a major-league record 
20 strikeouts against Seattle on April 
29, 1986, Clemens had become
somewhat of an item in the Boston 
sports pages this winter. He made 
remarks that Boston fans took to be 
insulting, then tried to clarify them 
and got in even worse trouble.

“All that was written and said, I 
had no control over that,” Clemens 
said. “They took some things out of 
context and ran with them. The peo
ple who know Roger Clemens will be 
with me. I can’t worry about that. I 
still have to go out and do the job 
and be consistent.”

Some of Clemens complaints dealt 
with the conditions at Fenway Park 
and fears for the safety of his familty 
at the ballpark.

“We’ll sit down and go over his 
complaints one by one,” Boston gen
eral manager Lou Gorman said at 
the team’s training camp in Winter 
Haven, Fla. “We don’t expect any 
difficulty there.”

Clemens, who lives in Katy, 
Texas, had wondered what it would 
be like to pitched in his native state. 
He could have done that in two years 
by becoming a free agent, but the se
curity of a three-year deal is more 
important.

“You talk to any player about 
playing in his hometown, and that’s 
he would want to do,” Clemens said. 
“I’m happy to hear the fans here talk 
about that. But I have an opportu
nity with Boston the next three 
years. There are a lot of records to 
be broken.”

Gorman, who in December lost 
left-hander Bruce Hurst to the San 
Diego Padres through free agency, 
was relieved to have the Clemens 
deal done.

“We wanted to commit him to this 
ballclub for three years and hope
fully many more,” Gorman said. 
“He’s a major part of our ballclub. 
Equally important, it proves that 
Roger wants to stay. It’s a long con
tract and a big one, so it took some 
time. We’re buying out a year of free 
agency and two years of arbitration. 
If players give up some rights, you 
have to pay for it. Based on what 
Gooden got and Hershiser is looking 
for, we felt this was in the ballpark.”

Dwight Gooden signed a three- 
year, $6.7 million deal with the New 
York Mets last week and Orel 
Hershiser is asking for $8.3 million 
over three years from the Los An
geles Dodgers.

Clemens’ agents, feeling that sala
ries will continue to escalate as base
ball’s new national television con
tracts go into effect, were reluctant 
to discuss a multiyear contract

“They basically wanted to go with 
a one-year agreement and then talk 
about two or three years later,” Gor
man said. “We were adament in 
going for a three-year contract. The 
last three days we’ve been on the 
phone five, six seven hours at a time. 
We just kept working on it.”

Next to Taco Cabana

Lady Hogs 
whip SMU

Shelly Wallace scored 36 points 
to lead Arkansas past Southern 
Methodist, 87-72, Wednesday 
night in Southwest Conference 
women’s basketball at Moody Col
iseum in Dallas.

Arkansas improved to 9-3 in 
the SWC, 16-6 overall.

Southern Methodist fell to 5-5 
in the league, and 9-9 overall.

SMU took a 40-33 halftime 
lead, but Arkansas shot 72 per
cent in the second half and outre- 
bounded the Mustangs through- 

• out the game, 41-33.
LeQuita Smith led Southern 

Methodist with 20 points.

Y’all come, y’hear!!! 
Real Cajun

GUMBO
ALL YOU CAN EAT
Gumbo Carryout Available at 11:00 a.m.

Hot Dog Meals Also Available 
12:30-4:00 p.m. 

SUNDAY February 19th 
St. Thomas Aquinas Church 

Hwy 6 East Bypass C.S.
(next to Westinghouse) 

Adults $4.50
Kids (12 and under) $3.00 
Cake Auction at 1:30 p.m.

COUPON
J 500 OFF PRICE OF ADMISSION ! 

with Coupon and Student I.D.
Ii ■■■■■■■■■ ■■■ wmm mmm mm wmmmmmmmmmmmJl

Spring Break

Acapulco
846-6934 • 693-2239

1-800-BEACH-BUM

7?m/u
1 month unlimited

Tanning $3500
846-1571

expires 1/31/89
between Loupot’s & Kinkos

INCOME TAX SERVICE
[MOULDER TAX SERVICE
505 University E. #701 
College Station, TX 
Behind Franks Bar & Grill

260-9160
Give Us 
A Call'

Sammy Parks 
Gayland Moulder 
Michael Moulder) 

New lor ’88
Offering Electronic Filing of your 

Tax Return for faster refund.
PROFESSIONAL & CONFIDENTIAL SERVICES

Put Your
Foot Do
When it conies to big bills!

Sprains and broken bones don’t 
have to cost you an arm or a leg

10% discount to students, 
faculty & staff
Care Plus
offers affordable 
medical care 7 days a 
week,with a professional service 
and convenience you look for!

CarePlus^iiv
1712 Southwest Parkway College Station. Texas 77840 (409) 696-0683

Open until 8 p.m. 7 days a week Anderson Bus

ABORTION...DO YOU 
HAVE AN OPINION?

N.O.W. PRESENTS

THE SILENT SCREAM
and REBUTTAL

A PRO-LIFE MOVIE AND A REBUTTAL 
FROM PLANNED PARENTHOOD 

FOLLOWED BY OPEN DISCUSSION 
WHERE? M.S.C. 225 WHEN? THURS. 6:30 FREE!!!

’"Don't let this vocal issue go unattended! Everyone 
welcome, concerned organizations invited:

Baptist Student Union 
Great Commission 
Students With Alternate Philos
ophies
Students Against Apartheid 
etc. ..

Refreshments will be sold.

sponsored by The National Organization for Women

GE Supply
Distribution Management Program

Interviewing May 1989 Business and Industrial 
M Distribution Graduates

Wednesday 2/22 
Thursday 2/23 (8:30 & 4:30)

Reception to be held Tuesday, February 21 
at 7 p.m. in the College Station Hilton

All students interested in a Distribution Mgmt. Career with General 
Electric are invited to attend. Students not on interviewing schedule 
are encouraged to bring resume and complete an application. For 
more info please call Tony Dalessandro, (713) 939-5265


