
4e State/Local The Battalion Monday, Nov. 21, 1988 Page 3

i • ^herrill gets supporters’ vote of confidence
By Hal L. Hammons

Sports Editor
and

Fiona Soltes 
Staff Writer

Jackie Sherrill got multiple votes 
if confidence from Texas A&M offi- 
ials and supporters this weekend as 
he turmoil surrounding the coach and 
ormer A&M player George Smith 
ontinued to boil.

In a report in Friday’s edition of 
he Dallas Morning News, Smith said 
le had received “hush money” from 
’oach Sherrill concerning recent re- 
ruitment violations, including one 
iSOO shipment four days after the 
CAA placed A&M on probation. 
Smith retracted his allegations Satur- 
iay at a press conference, saying he 
nade the story up to promote a book 
le was preparing with News reporter 
Doug Bedell.

Lane Stephenson, director of 
A&M’s Office of Public Information, 
said after the press conference that 
A&M’s investigation of the situation 
is still in progress.

David Eller, chairman of the Re
gents, said Saturday he was com
pletely in support the head coach and 
athletic director.

“I am definitely backing Sherrill,” 
Eller said. “I’m not only backing 
him, I’m behind him 100 percent.

“A&M is built on the support of 
your fellow man and your team. Be
sides, he has done so much for Texas 
A&M.”

At the regularly scheduled Board 
meeting Sunday, Eller said, “I think 
Sherrill has done more for A&M, 
through the 12th Man, than any other 
person in athletics. I feel confident 
that Jackie has done an outstanding

job. I never doubted that for a sec
ond.

“There are always going to be 
overzealous alumni and they make it 
difficult not to have any violations.

“Jackie Sherrill’s job — in my 
opinion and the Board’s opinion — 
was never in jeopardy and certainly is 
not in jeopardy now. Unless some
thing new is brought out, I consider it 
a closed issue.”

Eller said George Smith’s com
ments at Saturday’s press conference 
were enough for the University.

“The investigation is finished as far 
as George Smith is concerned,” he 
said.

Regent William McKenzie agreed 
with Eller’s endorsement of Sherrill.

“I don’t know much about what’s 
happened,” McKenzie said. “But I 
am very supportive of Sherrill. I’d 
have to say he is one of the finest men

to ever set foot on this campus.”
A&M student body President Jay 

Hays said he wasn’t as sure.
“Obviously Sherrill has been here 

at A&M during some controversial 
times and he’s had to deal with 
them,” Hays said. “Whether or not 
he’s responsible I’m not in a position 
to say.

“I know Dr. Mobley and the Uni
versity are taking steps to fix the 
problem. Sherrill could be a very im
portant part of the solution if he 
would try to be.”

There was no doubt about the feel
ings of the A&M alumni contacted. 
The crowd around the Aggie Die- 
hards’ bus at the Texas A&M-Texas 
Christian football game was full of 
vocal supporters of Sherrill and the 
A&M football program.

“We’re behind the school, we’re 
behind the coach, we’re behind the

whole program,” said Dean Carlton, 
Class of ’49.

“Everybody here (at the bus) is in 
support of Jackie Sherrill and the 
school,” he said. “(Even if we’re 
guilty) we will support this school 
and every institution at this school.”

Everyone who spoke blamed poor 
reporting techniques for the furor.

“The fact of the matter is, it was 
sloppy journalism,” Carlton said.

Particular blame was leveled at 
The Battalion for reporting the story 
in the way it did.

Carlton said, “What I want to 
know is why somebody at the school 
paper is not in favor of the school.

“The best thing hopefully we can 
get out of this is get rid of The Battal
ion and get another paper.”

Bill Price, Class of ’51, implored 
journalists on the story to stop print
ing unsubstantiated rumors.

“Be like Mr. Friday — just the 
facts,” Price said.

Price suggested that the News had 
held back the story to try to nail 
A&M with two investigations instead 
of getting it over with one.

“These guys have wanted a field 
day with us for years,” Price said.

“When they got us the first time I 
told my wife, ‘There’s another shoe 
coming,’ ” he said. “Is this the other 
shoe?”

Price said he was willing to take 
punishment from the NCAA, how
ever, if the charges proved substan
tiated.

“A&M’s always been fair,” he 
said. “If we take a whipping we’ll 
take a whipping. We always have.”

Allegations, investigations continue to plague A&M football program
By Richard Williams

City Editor
The following is a compilation of the 
ent events involving the allegations of 
ilations of NCAA rules by the Texas 

football team.
The Texas A&M football team came 
derfire in 1985 when newspapers pub-

i
d allegations that A&M was guilty 
reaking NCAA regulations govem- 
tiefootball team.

le allegations were investigated by 
University and the NCAA. A&M 
arded its report to the NCAA. This 
rt included some self-reported viola- 
that had not been reported earlier, 

n Sept. 13 the NCAA Committee on 
ictions met with University represen
es to consider A&M’s response to 
negations.
s a result of the findings released 
. 9, the Aggie football team was 
ed on a two-year probation, was bar- 
from post-season appearance this 
on and lost five scholarships for the 

iX'iui iviui«jj.g9 school year, 
re plMlI During this press conference President 
ley ball alilBilliam H. Mobley announced that both 

he and Head Coach Jackie Sherrill had

been placed on administrative probation. 
It was during this press conference that 
Sherrill said, “If Jackie Sherrill does 
something wrong, Jackie Sherrill will 
leave. This institution comes first.”

The NCAA gave Mobley credit for 
taking control of the program.

The report states: “After he (Mobley) 
took office, the University began taking 
actions that were designed to gain con
trol over the University’s athletics pro
gram in general and its football program 
in particular. The committee believes 
that President Mobley’s actions provide 
a basis for mitigating the penalties in the 
case. Absent President Mobley’s ac
tions, the penalties imposed on the Uni
versity’s football program would have 
been more severe.”

On Nov. 18 the Dallas Morning News, 
in a copyrighted article, quoted former 
A&M fullback George Smith as saying 
he recieved cash payments as “hush 
money” from Sherrill.

The article also quoted Smith as say
ing he recieved a $500 payment on Sept. 
13; four days after the NCAA report was 
made public.

The story contained a quote from Rob

ert Smith, A&M’s compliance director 
and vice president for finance and ad
ministration, that said Sherrill did not 
deny making the payments, but that 
Sherrill had said he was coerced into 
making them.

Mobley later said he believed that 
Robert Smith may have been misquoted.

“I think there may be a slight misquote 
about that statement,” Mobley said. 
“You need to further direct your question 
to Robert Smith. I think there is some 
concern whether the ‘not’ was left out of 
that sentence.” The Battalion has not 
been able to ask Robert Smith about the 
possibility of a misquote. The News has 
said the quote is correct.

At 1:30 a.m. Friday The Battalion re
cieved a story about the article from the 
Associated Press newswire. From ap
proximately 7 a.m. to 9 a.m. Friday The 
Battalion attempted to interview Mob
ley, Sherrill, Robert Smith, vice presi
dent for finance and administration, and 
A&M football players for an article to 
run in that day’s edition. None of the 
members of the administration The Bat
talion sought to interview could be 
reached for comment. The football play

ers interviewed refused to comment ex
cept to say they first heard about the alle
gations through radio reports.

The Battalion’s Friday edition con
tained two editorials about the allega
tions. One editorial said that if the alle
gations were true Sherrill and anyone 
associated with the violations should re
sign or be fired. The second editorial 
said the football program deserved the 
“death penalty” if the allegations were 
true.

The Battalion received several phone 
calls Friday afternoon that Sherrill was 
going to hold a press conference at 3 
p.m. to resign as head coach.

At approximately 3 p.m. Lane Ste
phenson, director of A&M’s Office ol 
Public Information, said a press confer
ence was not going to be held at 3 p.m. 
Stephenson said his office had also re
ceived reports of the rumors, but he said 
he had not been informed that Sherrill 
would resign. Stephenson and an official 
with A&M’s Sports Information Office 
said they could not confirm that Sherrill 
would be with the team at the next day’s 
Aggie football game.

At approximately 4:30 p.m. Mobley

held a press conference. During the press 
conference Mobley said the University 
had already begun an investigation into 
the matter. He also said A&M wanted to 
complete the investigation as soon as 
possible.

“It is of high importance for the insti
tution, high importance to all the individ
uals involved,” he said. “We have no in
terest in a high level of ambiguity for any 
period of time.”

The article said George Smith was try
ing to change his story before the article 
was printed. During his press conference 
Mobley said the A&M investigation 
would try and determine if what Smith 
told the News or Robert Smith was the 
truth. Mobley said George Smith had 
earlier called Robert Smith to report that 
everything he told the News was not 
true.

Mobley said A&M was “in contact” 
with George Smith.

During the press conference Mobley 
said A&M officials were worried about 
the impact of the allegations.

“We are concerned about the integrity 
of the institutions,” he said. “We are 
concerned about our probationary status

and we are concerned about the individu
als involved.”

A statement from Sherrill, released at 
approximately 5:45 p.m., said Sherrill 
was still in charge of the athletic program 
and would return to coach the team for 
the upcoming game against the Univer
sity of Texas.

On Saturday A&M defeated Texas 
Christian University 18-0. R.C. Slocum 
was acting head coach for the game.

Saturday A&M held a press confer
ence which started at 6 p.m. During the 
press conference Smith, reading a pre
pared statement, said he did not tell the 
truth during the interviews with the re
porters. The News reported in the article 
that Smith had signed an affadavit stating 
that everything he would tell the reporter 
was true.

Members of the Board of Regents 
have said they still support Sherrill.

David Eller, chairman of the Board, 
said the regents believe Smith’s 
statements during the Saturday night 
press conference and Smith will not be 
questioned again.
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IRRITABLE BOWEL SYNDROME STUDY
Wanted: Symptomatic patients with physician diagnosed 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome to participate in a short study. 
$100 incentive for those chosen to participate.
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$40 Are you suffering from a $40

» TENSION HEADACHE?? IS
$40 $40540 Call To see if you qualify for a medication survey. $40 finan- 540 
540 cial incentive for those chosen to participate $40
$40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40 $40
$400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400

S ASTHMA STUDY IZ
$400 Individuals who have regular asthma to participate in $400

an asthma study. $400 incentive for those chosen to $400 x $400
5400 participate. $400
$400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400 $400
$300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300

m HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE STUDY $3“
$300 Individuals with high blood pressure either on or off blood $300 
$300 pressure medication to particiapte in a high blood pres- $300 
$300 sure study. $300 incentive for those chosen to participate. $300 
$300 $300
$300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300 $300
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m FREE STREP THROAT TESTING
$100 For individuals 12 years and older with sore throat willing 
$100 to participate in a study to treat strep throat. Diagnosed 
$100 strep throat welcome. $100 incentive for those chosen to 
$100 participate.
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SORE THROAT STUDY

$40

540 Wanted: Individuals ages 18-70 with sore throat pain to par- 
540 ticipate in a 90 minute study to compare currently available 
540 over-the- counter pain relief medication. $40 incentive to 
540 those chosen to participate.
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FREE CEDAR ALLERGY
SKIN TESTING

For individuals willing to participate in one of our win
ter cedar allergy studies. Known cedar allergic individu 
als also welcome.

CALL PAULL RESEARCH 
INTERNATIONAL

776-0400

MSC CAMERA COMMITTEE

BONFIRE
PHOTOGRAPH SALE

NOV 21-23 , NOV 28-DEC 1 
AVAILABLE IN THE MSC 

8X10...$5.00 11X14...$10.00 
16X20...20.00

PAST YEARS ALSO $2.00

Call Now For 
an Appointment!$2000ROUTINE 

CLEANING, 
X-RAYS and 
EXAM (Rag. $54 I*m 

$25 c**h discount)

CarePlus^tri
Dental Centers

Bryan
Jim Arents, DOS 

Karen Arents, DOS 
1103 E. Villa Maria 

268-1407

College Station
Dan Lawson, DDS 

Cassie Oveiiey, DDS
1712 S.W. Piricway

696-9578

^Petal l
Florist

707 Texas Ave. Next to Taco Cabana

696-6713
We accept credit card orders by phone

Complete Florist... Specializing in weddings and 
flowers for all occasions.
We deliver around town or around the world.

You Booze 
r You Cruise 

* £ We Lose.

When driving to Bonfire, Austin, or home for Thanksgiving,

Please Drive Sober. '

A message brought to you by:

The Center for Drug Prevention 
and Education 

222 Beutel Health Center 
845-0280

<


