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Mail Call
Sartexhibits unprofessionalism
EDITOR:

I was shocked by The Battalion’s Voter’s Guide. I have never known any 
prof essional newspaper to print so biased a piece of written material and then try 
to pass it off as an objective breakdown of the candidates’ views on the issues.

Those responsible for this piece did a fine job of reminding us all that The 
Battalion is not a professionally run newspaper.

Although I realize that what I am writing will be too late to make a difference 
in the election (I suspect that it was intentional so that it was unanswerable), I feel 
that it is important that it be written because it seems impossible to allow such an 
incredible breach of journalistic respectability to pass without comment.

I went to the Batt office to find out who was responsible for this piece of 
Republican propoganda dressed as a voter’s guide. I was told that it was none 
other than the editor, Lydia Berzsenyi.

I spoke with Lydia and was informed that she and the other Baft staff person 
who had compiled the guide had, in their effort to be objective, decided to publish 
material taken from varying sources. She informed me that the breakdown of 
stances in the centerfold, the biographies below and the articles on the back page 
had all three been taken from separate sources.

In fact, as the notes in small print show, everything was taken from a 
publication entitled “Voter’s Guide ’88,” which is put out by the American 
Freedom Coalition. I was told this was a nonpartisan group and that several voter’s 
guides had been examined by those formulating the..Baft’s. They found this one to 
be the most objective.

I examined the publication put out by this group from which the voter’s guide 
had been taken. It was absolutely clear that this was a conservative, pro-Bush, 
Republican group. All the articles were obviously written in such a way as to put 
Bush in an agreeable light and to portray Dukakis as a left-wing crazy.

It contained a Congressional scorecard at the end in which all members of both 
houses of Congress who were running for reelection this year were given a grade 
0-100 based on their positions on a list of issues the American Freedom Coalition 
deemed important. Each page contained several 100’s, so I scanned these high 
scorers for party and found that every single one was Republican. I think most 
reasonable people would agree that this is quite an unlikely coincidence for a non
partisan group.

To have printed such an article as an editorial endorsement for Bush would 
have been one thing. But to have actually considered it a piece of objective 
journalism is quite ridiculous. After leaving the Baft offices the afternoon that the 
voter’s guide was published I went to my campus job. There I overheard a political 
science professor laughing about the guide. He said that he kept checking to see if 
he had misread the front and was looking at a paid political advertisement.

If The Battalion’s editor found this particular voter’s guide to be the most 
objective one (she said they had even considered the one put out by the League of 
Women Voters) I think that serious questions need to be asked about her 
judgment. She apparently is so blinded by her own political stance that a truly 
more objective voter’s guide seemed biased to her. If she considers this objective 
journalism, then I fully expect The Battalion to start running National Enquirer 
stories.
Cara Shannon Clark ’89
EDITOR’S NOTE: The information in The Battalion’s Voter’s Guide was not 
taken solely from American Freedom Coalition publications. For example, the 
biographies were taken from another source. The League of Women Voters’ 
guide was not a considered source. That guide was not obtained prior to the pub
lication date. Also, the AFC, by law, is a non-partisan organization.

And the winner is ...
EDITOR:

I nominate The Battalion’s editors for the Dan Quayle Journalism Award — 
The Most Comically Inept Act of the Inexperienced — for their publication of the 
ravings of a right-wing fringe group in the guise of a nonpartisan voting guide.
David Stienstra 
Graduate student
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Whine, whine, whine.
Sometimes it seems like that’s all any

one ever does around here, doesn’t it? 
The worst part is that no one ever offers 
any constructive criticism to go along 
with their complaints. They just go right 
along ragging on Texas A&M without 
offering any solutions to the numerous 
problems they point out.

It is for this reason that I would like 
to offer some solutions to a few of the 
more widespread complaints that I have 
heard since I’ve been at A&M.

Dean
Sueltenfuss
Columnist

• COMPLAINT #1: Nobody ever 
says howdy anymore.

One solution to this problem would 
be to tell everyone who brings it up that 
this is a free country and people don’t 
have to say howdy unless they darn well 
feel like it, dammit. But considering the 
importance of this tradition to many 
Aggies, this solution would probably not 
be acceptable.

A better solution would be to assess 
fines on everybody who gets caught not 
saying howdy. Not only would more 
people start saying howdy, but this 
would provide another method of gen- 
erating revenue for our poverty- 
stricken University. It would also pro
vide an excuse to hire even more Kam- 
pus Kops (glorified meter maids) to give 
out tickets. (Lord knows there just aren’t 
enough of them to go around right 
now).

• COMPLAINT #2: The parking 
situation on campus stinks.

I think that the ideal solution to this 
dilemma is to eliminate all parking 
zones — no faculty lots, no red lots, no 
24 hour reserved areas —just one, giant, 
free-for-all, campus-wide parking area. 
This would mean, of course, that there 
would be no more parking stickers, no 
more towing and no more tickets. Peo
ple could park wherever they want to. 

Late to class? No problem. Just pull

off the road and take a little cross-cam
pus spin over to the Academic Building.

But hey! Watch out for that pedes-
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I think I can see him getting up now.
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ornament? Oh, his book bag? You really 
should be more careful.
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at A&M. Not only would itbecosii 
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Better hurry and find a parking spot. 
I think I see a good one over there un
der that tree. Yeah, just to the left of the 
trash can.
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• COMPLAINT #3: Nobody 
upholds the Aggie Code of Honor any
more.

Supposedly, Aggies do not lie, cheat 
or steal, or tolerate those who do. But la
tely a lot of people have been violating 
this code. The way I see it there are two 
possible solutions. We can somehow 
force everyone to follow the code, or we 
can just change it.

Changing it would be a lot simpler.
Here’s one version of the updated 

Code of Honor: Aggies rarely lie, cheat 
or steal, and they don’t tolerate those 
who do unless it’s convenient.

I think that I’m on the right track 
here, but perhaps I’m still being a bit 
unrealistic. Here’s another version: Ag
gies may lie, cheat and steal as long as 
they don’t get caught, and Aggies do not 
tolerate those who lie, cheat or steal un
less they happen to be football coaches.
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least a few years and Aggies woulii 
been liberated from having ton 
meaningless dribble.

f its own, am 
le day-to-day 
i cleaning up i 
Training a f 

s a lesson in g 
mple technic 
njoy the bene 
at of spot clea 
reaking relies

ccumulated si 
ation. This \ 
rat eliminatioi

Contributions can be dropped 
1 he Battalion in 216 Reed McDoniS

Dean Sueltenfuss is a juniorjc: 
lism major and columnist for Tl 
talion.

Apology not accepted
EDITOR:

I am extremely miffed about Monday’s Voters’ Guide. The Battalion’s editors 
said they decided not to publicly endorse a candidate in the Nov. 8 issue. However, 
I feel the manner of reporting illustrated in the Voter’s Guide was a tacit 
endorsement for George Bush.

Rather than responsibly reporting on the issues, The Battalion chose to 
present one line stabs at Michael Dukakis.

For example: Michael Dukakis “Opposes the death penalty for crimes 
involving murder, treason and espionage.”

Does this mean he supports the death penalty for shop lifters, jay walkers, and 
traffic violators? Why didn’t The Battalion simply report that Dukakis opposed the 
death penalty?

The guide was malicious and inexcusable. It was not labeled as an editorial, but 
indeed was. As for the apology in the Nov. 8 issue — NOT accepted!

Eventually, Texas A&M will attain the mature attitude which accompanies a 
world-class university and a responsible newspaper which reflects this. Until then,
I suggest you quit editorializing on events which relate to the real world and stick to 
such issues as final exam scheduling, the benefits of tradition and campus parking
Andrew Sipocz 
Graduate student

Guide blatantly biased
EDITOR:

That so-called “Voter’s Guide” you published on the day before the election 
was a disgrace. It was the most blatantly biased piece of propaganda I have ever 
seen anyone try to pass as an objective work.

You have done all of your readers a great injustice —not only those of us whose 
candidate you shamelessly smeared, but all people who read your feature 
expecting to find any degree of fairness.

I hope that you have learned a lesson from trying to get a political group to 
write your voting guides for you. Either that, or I hope you show a little honesty 
and admit that you have become nothing more than a mouthpiece of one political 
party.
Charles Albert 
Graduate student

Letters to the editor should not exceed 300 words in length. The editorial staff reserves the right to edit letters for style 
and length, but will make every effort to maintain the author’s intent. Each letter must be signed and must include the 
classification, address and telephone number of the writer.

Did you know ‘gullible’ was 
taken outta the dictionary?

People are so gullible.
You can make anyone believe any

thing as long as you keep a straight face 
and act like you know what you’re talk
ing about. Ask President Reagan — he 
knows the trick. Or Jackie Sherrill.

But to truly realize how gullible ev
eryone is, you have to try it yourself. 
Walk up to average Joe American and 
start to talk about something — any
thing. Politics is a good subject because 
no one really understands what is going 
on anyway (except political science pro
fessors and maladjusted social outcasts).

Now, after throwing around a few 
words that sound political — like deficit, 
polls and fund raising — take a left turn 
and enter The Gullible Zone.

Becky
Weisenfels
Managing Editor

“Oh, did you hear the latest about 
Bush?” you say nonchalantly. “In a fit of 
anger he announced that he hates Rea
gan and that he was the mastermind be
hind the Iran-Contra scandal. It was a 
ploy to have Reagan impeached so Bush 
could sit in the big chair. (Remember, 
this is not a true story. Don’t go telling 
this at home.)”

I can almost guarantee that if you 
play it right, you can get your victim to 
fall for this story hook, line and sinker. 
Ker-plunk.

What is sad is that if someone did the 
same thing to me, I would be standing 
there saying, “NO!! Really? Get outta’ 
here. Really? Oh my gosh. Really?”

Granted, this gullibility is funny be
cause it results in products like Impulse 
body spray (If someone you never met 
suddenly gives you flowers ... he is 
probably certifiably loony) or those 1-

900 numbers (dial 1-900-ima-geek for 
the latest scoop on Eddie Haskel and 
Geraldo Rivera).

But if you think about it, the gullibil
ity is sad.

It’s honorable to trust in your fellow 
human beings so much, but get a ticket 
on the train to reality. Honk. Clack, 
clack, clack, clack.

never learn. Hoaxes are pushed# 
us from the time we are born-SB 
Claus, the Easter Bunny, leprecl® 
the tooth fairy and Hee Haw (I honfl 
thought for years that those pw 
lived in barns).

And in later years we discovfiH 
truth — Santa is a fraud, the JH 
rigged, leprechauns aren’t legilii# 
the tooth fairy is bogus and so® -1 
pays those jerks on Hee Haw toad® 
way.

Disillusionment can be an uglyCf
But still we believe.

Most of the time, people are just pass
ing along second-hand information. 
And most of the time, you will believe it.

Even in newspapers, most informa
tion is second hand.

Paul Harvey tells of a group of four 
Boulder, Colo, reporters who wrote a 
story saying the Great Wall of China was 
being torn down.

The story was total make-believe, but 
each of the reporters worked for one of 
the four newspapers in town.

The story was picked up by the Asso
ciated Press, and reprinted in other 
newspapers. Before you knew it, the 
whole nation believed that China was 
ripping down the old wall. And China 
was not happy.

But what is even worse is that we

We believe that the president cal 
ance the budget (suckers) andi 
Palmolive will make our hands si 
(you’re soaking in it).

We believe that America is hoi*? 
the free (not free parking, for sure)! 
that we will get a job when wegradf 
(HAH!!!)

We believe that Aggies do not 
cheat or steal and that we willgetStj 
Security when we retire (this coil 
interesting).

When will we learn?
And now we find that oneofthtj 

gest hoaxes of all time is plaguing1 
great nation: Is Elvis alive or isn't I*

I don’t think he is. But if 1 made* 
of the movies he made, I would si! 
hiding, too.

Why are people so gullible? H 
know. But then again, would you* 
believe anything I told you?

Becky Weisenfels is a senior jot1 
lism major, managing editor anil 
umnist for The Battalion.
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