
Sports
Ag attendance overrated
Where are all those die-hard fans?

By Tim Stanfield
Reporter

Suppose you were a little delin
quent in purchasing your tickets for 
last Saturday’s Rice-Texas A&M 
football game at Kyle Field. Well, 
too bad, for surely the game had long 
been a sellout.

I mean, since Aggie students, 
alumni and fans always pack the 
house whenever their boys take the 
field, there just couldn’t be many, if 
any, ducats on the table.

Bah! Reality says outstanding 
sophomore running back Darren Le
wis ran for 170 yards in front of a pal
try 53,727 fans at Kyle Field on a 
beautiful afternoon for football for 
the Aggies’ fourth consecutive South
west Conference victory.

Yes, the rebounding Ags breezed 
past the slumbering Owls before ap
proximately 19,000 empty seats — 
and it was the third largest crowd to 
see the teams meet here!

How can this be? Don’t Aggies 
have a reputation for going to their 
football games regardless of the 
team’s record, the weather, the oppo
nent or day of the week?

Certainly, but it’s as true as saying 
that Dan Quayle really helped in the 
military activity in Southeast Asia as 
a member of the Indiana National 
Guard.

Cold hard facts say that since 
A&M opened the 1967 season with a 
20-17 loss to SMU, Kyle Field has

been sold out 13 times, although the 
Aggies came close twice.

When Coach Gene Stallings’ 1967 
team defeated the University of 
Texas, 10-7, capturing the SWC title 
and a Cotton Bowl berth, the 49,200 
fans had to be put into Kyle Field 
with a shoehorn.

Two years later — guess who was 
the opponent — A&M drew 51,160 
to see the Longhorns win 49-12. And 
yes, the succeeding pair of games the 
rivals played here drew record 
crowds of 52,090 and 52,974 (Texas 
won 34-14 and 42-13).

A pattern is forming right before 
our eyes: Aggies don’t fill the place 
up to see their team play. They come 
out to sec A&M's rival play the home 
boys.

In 1975 Athletic Director and Head 
Coach Emory Bellard not only re
turned the Aggies to success on the 
field but also supervised expanding 
Kyle Field.

Nobody who saw A&M play that 
season will ever forget the sight of 
students crowding into the unfinished 
second deck with only a rope at the 
edge preventing somebody from fall
ing off.

Surprise! While the stands were 
being built, A&M actually set a re
cord attendance without the Long
horns present! Baylor drew 53,693 in 
one of the wettest games ever played 
here.

Of course, a few weeks later, 
Texas showed up, drawing 56,679 to

an exciting 20-10 A&M win that kept 
Texas out of the Cotton Bowl.

Bellard resigned during the 1978 
season, and the new athletic director, 
current Bryan Mayor Marvin Tate, 
was at the helm for the final expan
sion that boosted capacity to 72,767.

During the construction, the Ag
gies played their 1979 opener at Rice 
Stadium where 40,000 watched Brig
ham Young rally for an 18-17 win.

The other four home games were 
played at Kyle Field amid the con
struction. Two of them, Arkansas and 
Texas, drew larger crowds than there 
were permanent seats. The Hogs won 
22-10 before 62,648, while the Long
horns beat A&M 13-7 in front of 
69,017.

With expansion completed, Penn 
State christened the new facility by 
defeating A&M 25-9 before 66,783 
(you will note that the prior season 
Texas drew 2,234 more fans).

Fifty-one games have been played 
here since then, and only nine have 
drawn larger crowds than the initial 
game (in which Penn State blocked 
three punts).

What does all this mean? Well, sad 
to say, the long-standing Aggie tradi
tion of standing up for their team in a 
full Kyle Field is merely a myth.

How many times have you heard 
(or said), “Let’s go to the Arkansas 
game,’’ or “It’s only Louisiana Tech 
or Rice (or TCU or SMU...), can’t
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UT overcomes Lady Aggies; 
A&M falls after taking game

By Jerry Bolz
Sports Writer

For one set, the Texas A&M volley
ball team was ahead of the fourth-ranked 
Texas Longhorns. Then emotion and 
crowd support wore off, and reality took 
over.

UT rebounded from a 15-10 loss in the 
first game to cruise to an easy victory 
over the Lady Aggies before 1,406 fans 
— easily the biggest attendance of the 
season at G. Rollie White Coliseum.

Texas allowed only 11 points after the 
first game, as A&M followed the first 
game by losing 15-4, 15-2, 15-5.

The Longhorns were never rattled, 
even though they gave A&M nine points 
on hitting errors in the first game. But 
Texas’ emotionless, steady play made 
the difference the rest of the way.

A&M Coach A1 Givens said the key 
reason the Lady Aggies lost was their 
lack of passing after Game 1.

“As long as we’re passing well, we 
have enough offensive weapons to hang 
with anyone,” he said. “Gradually, our 
passing just went downhill.”

In the second game, the Longhorns 
wore the Lady Aggies down with error
less play and stifling defense.

After a 4-4 tie, Texas shut the Lady 
Aggies down, scoring 19 straight points. 
The streak reached into the third game as 
Texas opened an 8-0 lead behind the 
serving of setter Sue Schelfhout.

Texas’ Coach Mick Haley said the 
Longhorns just got into a rhythm.
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We’re not even out of October and the 
outhwest Conference football race appears to 

decided. Arkansas has virtually clinched its 
Cotton Bowl appearance in 13 years with 

ree conference games to play.
With the Aggies out of the race because of 

CAA probation, the only real suspense 
emaining for Aggie fans is whether A&M can 
inish the conference schedule without a loss.

For me there is another question that will be 
nswered in the season’s final month that may 

more about this team than any other: How 
ill the probation affect the Aggies’ motivation 
i the season winds down?
If the Aggies beat Arkansas they will probably 

jfiriish the year without another loss. However, if 
ie Hogs beat A&M, it’s conceivable the Aggies 

Icould throw in the towel and lose all their 
emaining games.

1 really believe this team will compete 
Regardless of what happens in the Arkansas

i. The players seem to have enough pride to 
overcome any motivational shortcomings. 
Anyway, I can’t imagine Jackie Sherrill 
blowing them to grow complacent.

jik %

\ - i Doug
Walker
Assistant Sports

- Editor

When the Aggies trailed Baylor at halftime, 
Sherrill raised a ruckus in the locker room and 
told the team, in the immortal words of 
defensive back Mickey Washington, “Get your 
heads out of your butts!”

Apparently it worked.
The Aggies are known for going easy on 

teams that should be blown out and this year has 
been no different. Although they have sputtered 
in the past two games, and probably will next 
week against Louisiana Tech, the Aggies have 
won the games they were supposed to win and 
turned what could have been a completely

disastrous season around with four consecutive 
conference wins.

As the season has progressed the Aggies have 
shown the potential to be awesome. However, 
they have only shown this ability when they felt 
they needed to. As in years past, the Aggies have 
played to the level of their competition.

A&M began the conference schedule needing 
a win over Texas Tech in the worst way. Already 
0-3 on the season, the Aggies faced the 
possibility of an 0-5 start as the Red Raiders and 
Houston had looked impressive in their 
conference openers.

The Aggies responded by crushing Tech and 
winning a tough one over the Cougars. The real 
test of their resolve will come after their first 
conference loss. That could easily come against 
the Razorbacks. A&M hasn’t played well in 
Arkansas in recent years, and the Hogs want to 
prove they are really the SWC’s best team.

Arkansas could clinch the conference title as 
early as this weekend with a win over Rice 
combined with a win by Tech over Texas and a 
TCU loss to Houston. This scenario could 
benefit A&M from a motivational standpoint.

With the title already theirs, Arkansas could 
have a letdown against A&M. Sherrill himself 
has said that Arkansas could “take a picnic” in 
November by clinching early.

It’s probably just wishful thinking on his part. 
The Hogs will be just as fired up as the Aggies 
and looking for revenge for last year’s 14-0 
domination by the Aggies.

History shows that some ineligible SWC 
teams have been unphased by probation. The 
1956 A&M team was unable to compete in post
season bowl competition and went unbeaten in 
conference play while ending up 9-0-1 overall.

For a more recent example there is the case of 
the 1981 Southern Methodist team. Despite 
being on probation, the Mustangs went 7-1 in the 
SWC and 10-1 overall. SMU left the Cotton 
Bowl with second-place Texas as the host team.

Ironically, the beginning of A&M’s three-year 
dominance of the SWC coincided with the fall of 
a team that was favored to win the title but was 
ineligible for Cotton Bowl play.

The 1985 SMU team had tied for the 
conference crown in 1984 and looked like the

favorite. But the NCAA stepped in and dropped 
the Ponies out of contention by slapping them 
with the probation that preceded the “Death 
Penalty” ruling of last year.

SMU began the 1985 conference season with 
wins in three of the first four games before losing 
a 19-17 decision to the Aggies. That loss to 
A&M apparently made the remainder of the 
season a hopeless cause for the Mustangs. They 
beat Rice in their next game and then squeaked 
by an inferior Tech team before getting bounced 
by Arkansas and Oklahoma in their final two 
games to finish with a record of 6-5 overall.

SMU followed a similar script in 1986 as they 
struggled through to a 5-3 SWC record in the 
second year of their probation.

As history shows, the Aggies could go either 
way. They can use the probation as a rallying 
point or fold up and look forward to next year.

Now what will happen to the Aggies. I’m not 
a mystic, but I do know that the next few weeks 
will be interesting to watch. The Aggies will 
reveal much about their character as a team by 
their performance in the next few weeks.

Discover Ericsson!
Thursday November 3,1988 

8:30 am.-4:30 pm.

Schedule your interview with the Placement Office

Ericsson Network Systems, a division of one of the world’s largest telecommunications 
company, is expanding its United States’ operations. Our continued growth has created 
career opportunities for recent graduates with technical degrees.

We’ll be at the Texas A&M University on Thursday, November 3, to tell you about 
Ericsson and the outstanding opportunities we have in our Software Development and 
Customer Service Groups located in Richardson, Texas (near Dallas).

If you’re wanting to work with an international leader in a position that offers career 
flexibility and a challenging environment, then this is a meeting that promises to be well 
worth your while. Please bring a copy of your resume and a transcript to the meeting.

Sign up for an interview if you are receiving a Bachelor’s degree in:

• Computer Science 
• Electrical Engineering 

• Electrical Engineering Technology

If you can’t join us on November 3, be sure to send your resume and transcript to: 
Jeanine I. Phillips, Ericsson Network Systems, 730 International Parkway, Richardson, 
Texas 75081.

An Equal Opportunity Employer m/f/v/h

CAREERS THAT COME WITH THE FUTURE BUILT-IN

ERICSSON
Network Systems

GET SHOT
Juniors, seniors, vet, 

med and grad students 
can get their yearbook 
pictures taken for the

1989 AGGIELAND
through Friday Oct. 28

GET IN THE BOOK!
Yearbook Associates 

401C University 
Above Campus Photo 

on Northgate 
846 - 8856 

8:30 a.m. — 5K)0 p.m.


