
Page 10/The Battalion/Friday, September 16, 1988

Sports

A&M season depends on Saturday’s matcl
The 1988 

Texas A&M 
football 
team will 
play its most 
important 
game of the 
season this 
weekend 
against the 
Alabama 
Crimson 
fide.

The
Aggies go 
into
Saturday’s

Jeff
Miller

Sports viewpoint

contest with an 0-2 record and every 
reason to let the season waste away.

The road to the Southwest 
Conference title may not include a 
New Year’s Day in Dallas, but believe 
it or not, the race toward that title 
begins Saturday.

The Aggies have lost only one 
game at Kyle Field in the last three 
years (LSU, 17-3 last year).

The first two games were away 
and LSU’s crowd isn’t the most 
congenial, as many LSU opponents 
know.

Maybe the crowd didn’t have any 
factor in the 27-0 shutout of the 
Aggies, but coming home where the 
team is used to winning is what it 
need .

To win against a 13th-ranked 
team might throw the Aggies back in 
the Top 20 and give them the 
confidence they need for Oklahoma 
State in Stillwater next week.

A win there would put A&M at 2- 
2 for the season, and the team 
morale certainly would be much 
higher than it is now.

Should the Aggies lose, though, 
they could be in for a long season.

An 0-3 record for a team that had 
hopes of a national championship 
would be simply devastating.

A loss would destroy any 
confidence the Aggies might have 
had, since honre is where they play 
best.

Many fans believe if thev can't win 
at Kyle Field with the support of the 
12th Man, 0-4 isn’t far awav.

Like one week away.
Going into the conference race 

winlesss wouldn’t be very 
enlightening to an A&M team that 
didn’t even win at home.

More importantly, with no 
incentives to play for during the 
conference schedule, what’s the 
point?

Think about John Roper, Adam 
Bob, Dana Batiste, Alex Morris, 
Jerry Fontenot, and Rod Harris.

How do they feel? This is their last 
year.

All of them have a chance to be 
taken in next year’s National 
Football League draft, and high 
NFL draf tees come from winning 
teams.

What happens if A&M goes 8-4, 
7-5, or an unthinkable 6-6?

These outcomes wouldTertainly 
lower the value that any of these 
players possesses.

Roper, who received most of the 
preseason publicity, is already going 
to have a tough year because 
everyone is going to run away from 
him.

We saw evidence of this in the 
LSU game.

Harris has already missed one 
game and will play, but he is not 
listed as a starter this week.

In addition, he may be one of the 
most talented receivers in the nation 
that can’t showcase his talents 
because A&M’s passing game hasn’t 
been exactly outstanding since Kevin 
Murray left.

The opinion of many players 
right now is that even though they 
can’t go to Dallas on New Year’s Dav 
they can still prove they are the best 
team in the Southwest Conference.

To end the season in the Top 10, 
the Aggies not only have to win the 
SWC, but win every game in the 
process — a feat that hasn’t been 
accomplished very often.
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Special Every Wednesday
Free Beer 9-10 

No Cover Charge

Don’t Miss Fridays 
or Saturdays!

Open Bar 9-12 
w/$400 cover

Woodstone Center 764-8575

Also, a mediocre season added 
with NCAA probation isn’t verv 
enticing to blue-chip athletes.

The Alabama game is also 
important to the SWC, because it 
isn’t doing verv well against good 
teams this preseason.

The Universitv of Texas was 
mauled by Brigham Young. Texas 
Christian was blown out bv Georgia.

and Texas Tech lost to Division I- 
AA North Texas.

Filings are prettv grim in die 
SWC, as five of its nine teams hav e 
been on probation or being 
investigated, and the Universitv of 
H onston seems to be next.

And cheating is obviously not 
working, based on this year’s poor 
start.

An A&M vktorv not onlv would 
help the Aggies in their c|itest lot a 
SWC title and a 10-2 v ietorv. but tht 
conference as a whole.

Regaining the respect of Ians 
around the nation is another lactor.

Alabama has a winning tradition, 
and Coach Bill (:un v and 1 ieisman 
Candidate Bobbv Humphiev want 
to keep that tradition alive.

against a team with tliepresi^i 
Alabama has on nationalteleii 
would show thecotmtrvtbe 
( hat.trier that A&M foot ball p. 
mav ot mav not possess.

I he Aggies winn mi* Satnrdav

(aiming back f rom 0-2an( 
finishing at 10-2 in tlietnidsi 
\( !AA probation wouldalsel 
loot ball i i iiic s that A&M had;- 
enough not to throw the lOKt 
in the trash.
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Alabama at Texas A&M Aggies by 3 Aggies by 1 Aggies by 3 Aggies by 7 Aggies by 6 Aggies by 4 Aggies byt

New Mexico at Texas Horns by 14 Horns by 10 Longhorns by 7 Horns by 7 Horns by 14 Horns by 13 lobosbyi ;

Houston at Missouri Tigers by 4 Cougars by 3 Cougars by 7 Cougars by 1 Cougars by 14 Tigers by 3 Tigers by tip

Ole Miss at Arkansas Hogs by 3 Hogs by 7 Hogs by 3 Hogs by 7 Hogs by 8 Hogs by 10 Hogsbyf

Baylor at Iowa State Bears by 10 Bears by 7 Bears by 2 Bears by 7 Bears by 7 Cyclones by 6 Bears by 3

Bowling Green at TCU Frogs by 14 Frogs by 3 Frogs by 7 Frogs by 7 Hogs by 2 Frogs by 7 Frogs by !C

Fla. State at Clemson Seminoles by 3 Tigers by 3 Tigers by 2 Tigers by i Seminoles by 7 Seminoles by 1 Seminolei:

N. Dame at Michigan St. Irish by 10 Irish by 7 Irish by 3 Irish by i Irish by 10 Spartans by 1 Spartans tijj

LSU at Tennessee Tigers by 3 Tigers by 10 Tigers by 7 Tigers by 7 Tigers by 9 Tigers by 9 Volsbyl ?

Ohio State at Pitt Panthers by 7 Buckeyes by 3 Panthers by 7 Buckeyes by 7 Buckeyes by 6 Buckeyes by 11 Buckeyes:

Giants at Cowboys Cowboys by 6 Giants by 7 Giants by 3 Cowboys by 1 Cowboys by 3 Cowboys by 2 Cowboysby

Oilers at Jets Oilers by 4 Oilers by 1 Oilers by 1 Oilers by 1 Oilers by 4 Oilers by 9 Oilers by 1

Record 10-2 (.833) 9-3 (.750) 9-3 (.750) 9-3 (.750) 10-2 (.830) 9-3 (.750) 8-4 (.667)

Overall 21-4 (.840) 20-5 (.800) 19-6 (.730) 19-6 (.730) 19-6 (.730) 18-7 (.720) 15-10(.60C
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‘All right, class...Let’s test your New Music Knowledge!’’
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A ONE MOMENT IN TIME
I. The 1988 Olympics 

This special commemorative 
album contains:
A. Special performances by Whitney Houston 

Eric Clapton, the Four Tops & more.
B. No additives or preservatives
C. No commentary by Jim McKay

Q TANGERINE dream
Optical Race

This legendary European trio-
A. Pioneered synthesizer 

space-rock in the 1970's
B-
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2 THE PRIMITIVES
. Lovely

Right now. The Primitives 
are favorites on:
A. Rye with mustard
B. The college & alternative 

music scene
C. The Morton Downey, Jr. Show

99 12!!*4A. LP/Tape

A GRAYSON HUGH
i. Grayson Hugh

This exciting new singer- 
songwriter was inspired by:
A. The Mormon Tabernacle Choir
B. The Chipmunks
C. The classic soul greats 

of the 50’s & 60's
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SALE ENDS 9/28/88

HOW TO SCORE
0-2 Correct Looks like you could use some remedial work in New

Music Better come see us soon
3-4 Correct You re doing (me. but some extra research may be 

needed We suggest you come see us soon
All 5 Correct Nice work1 You're obviously one of our regular 

customers See you soon

C TAYLOR DAYNE
7h Te"!t To My Heart
This ___ _This sizzling songstress’s 
first top-10 hit was:
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A. -Tell it to my Great Dane'
B. 'Tell it to my Heart"
C. Tell it to the Marines"
ARAST*. 6??,.P. 12*!
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