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Big welcome
During the summer, workers from Stabler Sign land, Home of the 12th Man.” The sign is the class 
Co. in Bryan put up a sign — “Welcome to Aggie- gift from the Class of’88.

Student apathy apalling | 
but you will get used toilj

Four years ago, I entered Texas 
A&M to study engineering. I ex
pected to be challenged by profes
sors who would demand my best. I 
expected to be surrounded by ded
icated students who would stimulate 
me to greater achievement. I 
thought college would develop my 
mind.

Two semesters in college was 
enough to deliver me from this delu
sion.

At first, the apathy of students to
ward acquiring knowledge appalled 
me.

The Latin root for “student” 
means to be zealous for something, 
in this case for knowledge.

Many Aggies were zealous only 
for partying and football games, and 
I hadn’t realized that these things 
were worthy of such dilignt study.

I wondered why it was necessary 
to come to college to study them.

I discovered it was necessary to 
come to get an education.

Actually, the education itself 
doesn’t matter as long as students ac
quire a piece of paper that says they 
have an education.

This is what magically opens the

door to what they really want: ajob.
Even though most jobs don’t 

really require a college education, 
everyone still expects you to have 
that little peice of paper that says 
you have an education. If you don’t, 
they won’t hire you.

I was not so enlightened when 1 
began by study of the mysteries of 
engineering.

I thought I would have to work 
hard.

But soon I found that engineering 
hardly merits its reputation for aca
demic rigor.

The curriculum includes basic 
math and science courses whose the
oretical content is greatly diluted.

Because engineering is supposed 
to be practical, studying theory is 
discouraged.

Heaven help the professor who 
dares require that his students derive 
a formula or understand the theory 
behind it.

All that is truly necessary is to 
learn how to plug those numbers 
into the proper sequence of formu
las in order to arrive at the correct 
answer.

For those who can’t handle this.

there is always a handy« 
manual to lean on.

Besides, the professorofe 
dizes the incompetence by 
the wretched test scores ui 
spectability.

I thought that engineersti 
displayed a disdain for tht 
use of the English Language.

Again and again 1 
abuse it and then excuse the 
saying, “I’m an engineer 
supposed to use good Englis!

This is the result of train, 
leaves them almost wholly 
of any subject other tw,| 
neering.

Why should they learnEi 
they won’t need it on the 
dally failed to appreciates.! 
port ant considerations.

T hese attitudes and nai 
riculum encouraged inetoi 
liberal arts after my sc 
year.

As much as engineerin;| 
ested me, I could not m 
tbought of being a nj All

See Apathy,
Durin
demo!

Casio solar scientific 
calculators.

With these three calculators, 
Casio continues to give students 
and professionals the most features 
and functions for the fewest dollars.

Lesson 1: Our FX-451M 
gives you 132 total functions, includ
ing binary, octal and hexadecimal 
calculations and conversions. At 
the touch of a key, it provides you 
with 13 commonly used physical 
constants like the speed of light, 
Planck’s constant and atomic mass. 
It gives you 16 metric conversion 
functions too, as well as a 10 digit 
display with 10 digit mantissa plus 2 
digit exponent for greater accuracy.

And because the fruits of your 
hard work are worth saving, we’ve 
added a feature called Solar Plus™. 
Not only does it let you work in 
low—or no—light situations, it keeps 
the memory functioning, even with 
the power off.

Lesson 2: Our less expen
sive FX-115N also features Solar 
Plus and a 10 digit display with 10 
digit mantissa plus 2 digit exponent. 
It offers you 116 functions, includ
ing statistics and computer math 
calculations, and it even calculates 
fractions.

Both our FX-451M and 
FX-115N come with a handy, 
comprehensive application book.

Lesson 3: Our most eco
nomical solar scientific, the FX-300, 
boasts 71 functions, an accurate 8 
digit display, with 6 digit mantissa 
plus 2 digit exponent. It features 
statistics, permutations, combina
tions and convenient engineering 
notation.

Before you take Science 1 or 
1001, take a lesson in economics 
from Casio’s FX-451M, FX-115N, 
and FX-300. You’ll be amazed, not 
just by how much they can do, but 
by how little they’ll do it for.

Where miracles never cease

Casio, Inc. Consumer Products Division: 570 Mt. Pleasant Avenue, Dover, NJ 07801 
Casio Canada Ltd., 2100 Ellesmere Road, Suite 240, Scarborough, Ontario M1H3B7
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