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(above) By the end of the season Wallace was 
doing about as much damage as Roper, although 
he wasn’t quite as easy to spot. ..

(below) since it was his teammate whose name 
and number were always considered synony­
mous with the Aggies’ “Wrecking Crew” defense.
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came here and had a lot of ability 
and didn’t know what to do with it.
We probably started from scratch 
with him as much as with anybody 
else I’ve ever worked with in terms 
of playing football. But he had as 
much ability as anybody I’ve worked 
■with as well.” {,

Batiste: “I think he should have 
gotten the attention last year. He got 
12 sacks — you can’t write that off. I 
think Wallace is going to get his 
fame if he keeps going in that direc­
tion.”

Wallace himself: “I intend on be­
ing on some All-America team. Last 
season was good, but I can get bet­
ter. I know I can get better. I just 
want to be one of the top two in the 
nation. I think that’s a pretty realistic 
expectation. I know (Roper) will be 
there — 1 just hope to get there too.”

Confidence obviously is not Aa­
ron Wallace’s weak suit. But it hasn’t 
always been like that.

“I wasjust uncomfortable at first,” 
he says. “I think the last five regular- 
season games I was confident with 
what I was doing. Coach Davie said 
don’t worry about messing up. To­
ward the end he told me to cut loose, 
and that’s what I did.”

Opposing quarterbacks will back 
him up on that. Word didn’t take 
long to get spread across the SWC 
that overprotecting against the rush 
on John Roper’s side of the line only 
made them more vulnerable to 
someone on the other side that was 
just as big and even faster.

One play in particular may illus­
trate it best:

Last year against Arkansas Wal­
lace flushed quarterback John Simp­
son out of the pocket on an attempt 
at a passing play. Simpson wheeled 
away from Wallace, and the first 
thing that met his eyes when he got 
turned around was Roper. Huge.
Airborne. Spread-eagled. Scream­
ing, no doubt.

What fans remember is Roper.
What isn’t remembered so vividly is 
that the sack was actually made by 
Wallace.

Roper still gets the majority of the 
hoopla. But Wallace doesn’t let it 
bother him.

“I’m the kind of person that hype 
doesn’t matter with me. He’s better 
at talking than I am. I like to be out 
on the field, and I do my talking the­
re.”

Slocum thinks Roper being on the 
field actually helps the more inex­
perienced Wallace.

“It really helps him that John is 
such a sound player,” Slocum says.
“People look at John, and he’s a 
great player. They don’t want to run 
at him. And then Aaron gets a lot of 
opportunities to make plays.

“If people want to do that, that’s 
fine with us, and I’m sure it’s fine 
with Aaron. We don’t care which
way they run — we’re not at a disad- “I think Aaron has come out of his 
vantage either way.” shell and is enjoying football. I don’t

Davie thinks Roper has helped his think he knew how to enjoy football 
younger teammate along in his ma- * before. I don’t think he knew 
turation process. enough about football to enjoy it.”

Davie says, “John is one of those He’s having fun now, though.
emotional players, and he has 
brought that out in Aaron.

“John Roper plays football on a 
different level than Aaron played 
(when he came to A&M), and he’s 
bringing Aaron to the realization 
that he has to play at that level.

“People say I don’t get excited,” 
Wallace says. “I do. I just don’t make 
a big hoopla about it.”

He even qualifies all the Roper- 
Wallace comparisons as enjoyable, 
and the two of them make the most 
of it.

“It’s fun to compete with him, see­
ing who can have more sacks in a 
game and stuff like that. It’s all in 
fun. there’s no rivalry. I push him, 
he pushes me.”

But that doesn’t mean Wallace is 
anything but all business on the 
field.

“I’m coming out there to beat 
somebody,” he says.

And when asked whether he 
meant beat teams or beat on individ­

ual opponents, he quickly responds, 
“Both.”

And despite the teams on A&M’s 
schedule that present sizeable obsta­
cles in the path of the Aggies, he 
thinks they can pull it off.

“My attitude is, we’re going out to 
beat everybody. I feel we can. We’re 
going to play them one at a time, but 
I feel we can win them all.”

Not exactly the words of last year’s 
insecure sophomore.

Sport Shop
712 Villa Maria, Bryan 

822-2374

•Guns
•Ammo
•Archery
•Fishing Tackle & Lures 
•Hunting Clothing & Boots 
•Hunting & Fishing 

Video Sales & Rental 
•Repairs on Rods, Reels, 

Archery & Guns

20% off
with this coupon 

(guns & sale items excluded)
exp. 9-10-88

OUR CUSTOMERS HAVE A REAL Fill 

A REAL CUSTOM FIT

cttalicJz /t Boat*,
North Gate College Station, Texas

St. John 14: 27

UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHAPEL 
AND STUDENT CENTER 

310 N. COLLEGE MAIN 
COLLEGE STATION. TX 770*0

846-6687

Needs coaches for youth teams, ages 5-18.

For more Info: Call Ed Nelson

774-4262, after 6 p.m.

BUY YOUR BOOKS 
NOW & SAVE
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the Right BOOKS

Northgate Redmond Terrace Jersey Street
(across from Post Office) (next to Academy) (Southgate)
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television* VCRs • stereos • microwaves •

Villa Maria Pawn
724 Villa Maria 

822-0658

Mon-Fri 8:30-6
Sat 9-4

“We loan money on almost anything of value.’

We sell or loan money on
•rifles • jewelry • tools • sporting goods •
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PET
ENPORIUH

L.Rogers ’83 •AKA Puppies
•Ferrets
•Kittens
•Fish
•Birds

•Reptiles 
•Small Animals 
•Full Line of

Aquarium Supplies 
•Cages &Food

Let us help you choose the right pet.
POST OAK MALL 764-0051

Open 24 hours

Whenever you need clear, quality copies, come to 
Kinko’s. We re open early, open late, and open 
weekends.

kinko'S
Great copies. Great people.

201 College Main
846-8721


