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State and Local
A&M helping teachers 
better science classes

By Lisa Williams
Reporter

Rural elementary school teachers 
are going to class to learn how to en
hance science classes and make them 
more exciting for their students as 
part of a science improvement pro
ject at Texas A&M.

Linda Descano Nelson, grant and 
funds coordinator for the A&M 
Center for Mathematics and Science 
Education, said the state-funded 
program was created in response to 
school administrators, teachers and 
University educators who felt new 
science education programs were 
not being extended to the rural 
school districts.

Since June 6, about 32 teachers 
from four surrounding counties 
have been attending the two-week 
workshop on campus to learn 
“hands on” teaching methods as part 
of the Rural Elementary Science Im
provement Project. The objective is 
to make lessons fun for students 
while keeping costs down.

The RESIP workshops are just 
tne stage of a five-month demon

stration project devised by the center 
to develop innovative strategies and 
creative ideas that increase student 
interest and knowledge in science. 
Faculty from A&M’s colleges of edu
cation and science will conduct the 
program.

“The teachers’ workshop focuses 
not only on content knowledge in 
life and earth sciences, but also in
troduces new ways to apply these 
concepts in the classroom,” Nelson 
said.

“The ‘hands on’ technique is de
signed to be more interesting and 
easier to learn than the alternative, 
which is plain, rote memorization,” 
she said. “The activities are innova
tive, fun, easy to set up and easy for 
the children to use, yet they get the 
information across.

“For instance, take the concept of 
buoyancy. By dropping some raisins 
into a neutral-colored soda, a tea
cher can actually show the kids about 
buoyancy. It doesn’t cost a lot of 
money, it doesn’t require special 
equipment, and yet each child can 
actually experiment with it. We call 
these ‘low cost, no cost’ activities.”
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1 he following incidents were 
reported to the University Police 
Department from June 3 through 
Monday:
MISDEMEANOR THEFT:

• Ten bicycles were reported 
stolen from various locations 
around campus.

• A student reported that 
someone stole her Visa card from 
her purse and charged several 
items in the College Station area.

• A wall telephone was re
ported stolen from the Engi-' 
neering and Physics Building.

BURGLARY:
• Police received a report that 

someone stole a 12-volt battery, a 
gas-powered hand blower and a 
small saber saw from the Veteri
nary Medicine School’s feed and 
storage area.

BURGLARY OF A MOTOR 
VEHICLE:

• A student reported that 
someone stole her 35mm camera 
from her vehicle while it was 
parked on campus.

• A student reported that 
someone siphoned several gallons 
of gasoline from his vehicle, 
which was parked on campus. 
FORGERY:

• A student told police that 
two hot checks in his name were

written at the MSC Main Desk by 
someone else.
MINOR IN POSSESSION:

• After stopping a vehicle for 
speeding, an officer determined 
that the driver and passenger had 
been drinking. An empty beer 
can and a partially full can of beer 
were found in the car.
CRIMINAL TRESPASS:

• An officer responding to a 
steam tunnel alarm found three 
students and two teen-age girls in 
the area just outside the MSC 
tunnel entrance.
CRIMINAL MISCHIEF:

• Someone detached a section 
of fence around the golf cart 
compound and drove a cart onto 
the 14th and 15th greens. The 
greens were damaged by “do
nuts” made by the cart’s wheels.

DISORDERLY CONDUCT:
• A student reported that 

someone waved a knife at her 
from a car while she was at the 
east gate of campus.
FALSE IDENTIFICATION AS 
A POLICE OFFICER:

After receiving a report of a 
vehicle chasing another vehicle 
across campus, an officer con
tacted one of the drivers, who 
had reportedly flashed a badge at 
the other driver.

Karlyn Hulse, an Allen Academy 
fourth grade instructor who is par
ticipating in RESIP, said that this 
‘hands on’ method will make science 
come alive for her classes.

“The new science lessons include 
group projects and lots of experi
ments,” Hulse said. “The kids are 
not only going to like what they’re 
learning, but they’ll also learn to co
operate better in solving problems. 
I’ve got some ideas that I know my 
kids are going to enjoy a lot more 
than the books.”

Nelson said to encourage use of 
the new lessons, material kits with 
about 15 science activities are assem
bled during the workshop. Teachers 
also learn to develop thinking skills, 
to identify resources, to evaluate stu
dent progress and to effectively 
manage their science programs, she 
said.

Hulse said, “Participation in the 
project has been a lot of fun and it’s 
been a real learning experience for 
me.”

We’ve gotten first hand instruc
tion from a meteorologist, a chemist 
and a physicist. Their information 
has added a great deal to my science 
knowledge,” she said.

But teachers are not the only fo
cus of RESIP’s plan for im
provement.

Nelson said RESIP’s program be
gan in early May by recognizing 
school principals’ roles with a two- 
day leadership workshop concen
trating on their importance in estab
lishing, monitoring and supporting 
good science programs.

“Without the principals’ approval, 
new projects can’t be executed,” she 
said, “so the workshop concentrated 
on voicing teacher problems with 
students and with resources, as well 
as encouraging the new programs.

“The principals reacted so enthu
siastically to tbe project that wtPre- 
ceived over 60 applications for the 
teachers summer workshop. An
other incentive for participation is 
American Association of Teachers 
credit or three hours graduate credit 
from A&M,” she said.

Another thrust of RESIP involves 
using community members as sci
ence resources.

“We explore businesses within the 
schools’ communities and then we 
help the schools find guest speakers 
and set. up science fairs, tours and 
field trips,” Nelson said. A commu
nity resource guide for the school 
district’s use also is compiled, she 
said.

The University’s center was estab
lished in 1986 to stimulate im
provement in math and science in
struction by linking schools with the 
resources of A&M and the private 
sector.
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a Services,

The Only Bank You’ll Need in Aggieland
The Texas Aggie Credit Union was created just 
to provide financial services lor Aggies. By ex
panding and adding new services your credit 
union has become an acknowledged leader in 
the financial community. All students, former 
students, faculty, staff and their families can join 
the credit union and take advantage of the wide 
variety of services offered:
• Guaranteed Student Loans
• Low cost personal and auto loans
• Savings Accounts
• Checking Accounts
• Certificates of Deposit
• Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA's)
• The unique Maroon MasterCard
• New ATM Pulse Card
• New Touch Tone Teller Service

Special Free Check Offer
New Members Only!

Mail or bring in this special application below 
with your $25 enrollment fee, and you will be 
eligible to receive 50 checks and a checkbook 
Free, when you open your Texas Aggie Credit 
Union checking account with the required 
minimum balance!

Guaranteed Student Loans
The Texas Guaranteed Student Loan Program 
allows students to borrow money at low inter
est rates to attend Texas A8cM or the university 
of their choice. Students are required to start 
repayment of the loan six months after grad
uation or if the student drops to less than half 
time enrollment Additional information is 
available at the Texas Aggie Credit Union

PLUS Guaranteed Student Loans
PLUS Student Loans differ from the Guaranteed 
Student Loan Program only in that the low 
interest loan is made directly to the parents of 
the student and the parents make payments 
on a regular basis while the student is at
tending college.

There are a variety of student loans avail
able, and the Texas Aggie Credit Union 
will be happy to assist you in choosing the 
correct loan for your personal situation.

Aggies helping Aggies

TEXAS AGGIE 
CREDIT UNION
301 Dominlk Dr. College Station. TX 77840 (409)696-1440

Insured by the National Credit Union Administration (NCUA)

Eligible i 
Special Free Check Offer

Application for Membership
Enclosed is my one-time $25 enrollment fee

mM,

1HL

FIRST

STATEMENT ADDRESS

CITY

PERMANENT ADDRESS

STREET

CITY

BIRTH DATE 

PHONE____
PERMANENT

Under penalties of perjury I certify 11»that the number 
shown on this form is my correct taxpayer identi
fication number and (2) that I am not subject to 
backup withholding either bocau'e l have not been 
notified that I am subject to backup withholding as 
a result ot failure to report all interest or dividends 
or the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) has notified me 
that t am no longer subject to backup withholding

SIGNATURE

DATE 
Mai! to

Texas Aggie Credit Union
PO Box 10091 

College Station TX 
77840

(409)696 1440

For Ep Students, 
The Apartment 

That Pays Its Own Way
------------------- ----------------------------------

Double Tree

Luxury Condominiums

FROM $24,900
/■A A&M

BrazosLand
846-5735 REALTY

Wellborn

Super Summer Sale
Raleigh Technium 440

reg. 299,s

Sale 249”
Hand Crafted 
Aluminum Frame!

Raleign Grand Prix
reg. 474”

Sale 3
Reynolds 531 
Frame

Raleigh Technium 48G
reg. 389”

Sale 274”
Handcrafted in the USA!

rlJC51-L
in-TV

Raleigh Tri Lite
reg. 439”

Sale 31995
23 lbs. of 
Performance

Price includes: Full assembly and adjustment 30 day checkup one year Free minor adjustment maintenance "Fit Kit” Service Available

90 day interest free financing available 
Serving Aggieland for 7 years Exclusive Factory Trained Service

AGGIELAND
SCHWINN®

809 9. Texas Ave. 696-9490

Hours
9:30-5:30 M-F 
9:30-4:30 Sat 

Sunday, Gone to Church

Our Newest Shipment of Loose Diamonds was 
delivered May 30. Shop today for the Lowest 
prices on quality diamonds in Town!

ROUND ROUND MARQUISE
Our Price Compare at Our Price Compare at Our Price Compare at

COME BY TO SEE .52 795 1,500 .44 795 1,500
13,950 27,000 .52 795 1,500 .41 650 1,3005,750 11,000 .51 795 1,500 .35 495 900
8,750 17,000 .50 695 1,300 .25 250 5004,350 8,000 .50 695 1,300 .23 275 5003,875 7,000 .50 795 1,500 .18 195 4002,325 4,600 .48 695 1,400 .11 110 200
2,750 5,000 .47 695 1,400
2,995 6,000 .47 695 1,400 OVAL
2,350 4,600 .46 650 1,200 Our Price Compare at3,950 8,000 .45 595 1,100 1.18 $2,250 $4,5002,195 4,000 .44 595 1,100 1.11 2,195 4,0002,750 5,000 .44 495 1,000 .79 985 1,8003,850 7,000 .43 575 1,200 .70 1,395 2,7802,150 4,000 .39 275 500 .65 1,195 2,3903,595 7,000 .37 375 600 .63 895 1,6001,495 3,000 .36 335 600 .58 995 1,8001,895 4,000 .34 335 600 .57 1,225 1,4003,495 7,000 .33 275 500 .53 1,225 1,4002,185 4,200 .30 335 600 .51 1,095 2,2001,895 3,000 .24 210 400 .28 312 6002,395 4,600 .21 165 300 .10 105 200
1,595 3,000 .22 185 400
1,850 4,000 .21 215 400 HEART SHAPE
1,650 3,200 .19 165 300 Our Price Compare at3,195 6,000 .18 155 300 .90 $1,890 $3,600
1,595 3,000 .16 118 200 .75 1,590 3,000
1,750 3,100 .15 111 200 .58 1,375 2,6001,350 2,600 .14 95 180 .51 1,395 2,600

895 1,700 .12 78 140
1,340 2,600 .10 63 120 EMERALD
1,595 3,000 .09 55 110 Our Price Compare1,765 3,100 .08 48 90 2.16 $6,795 $13,000
1,025 2,000 .07 45 90 1.37 4,850 8,900

985 1,800 .06 41 80 .75 1,395 2,600
1,075 2,000 .05 35 70 .41 595 1,100

950 1,900 .04 30 60 .38 495 900
1,135 2,200 .03 14.95 30
1,395 2,600 .02 10.95 30 PRINCESS/RADIANT
1,480 2,800 Our Price Compare at
1,495 2,800 MARQUISE 1.02 $2,475 $5,000
1,125 2,200 Our Price Compare at - 1.02 1,650 3,200
1,395 2,600 1.56 $4,775 $6,500 .64 1,295 2,400
1,695 3,200 1.10 3,275 5,300 .47 795 1,5001,395 2,700 1.05 2,675 4,900 .33 395 800
1,395 2,700 1.02 2,850 5,200 .28 385 8001.095 2,000 1.02 2,275 3,900 .25 325 600
1,050 2,100 1.01 1,275 2,200
1,395 2,700 .89 1,750 3,300 PEAR SHAPE

795 1,400 .89 1,795 3,590 Our Price Compare at995 1,800 .82 1,575 2,900 1.67 $4,575 $9,000
895 1,800 .79 1,895 3,600 1.21 2,375 4,600
795 1,500 .74 795 1,500 1.13 2,295 4,500
795 1,500 .72 1,650 3,300 1.04 2,495 4,800
795 1,500 .70 1,795 3,300 1.01 2,675 5,200
850 1,600 .61 975 1,800 .93 2,095 4,000
795 1,500 .55 850 1,700 .68 1,095 2,000
695 1,400 .55 850 1,700 .65 895 1,600
695 1,400 .55 895 1,800 .62 1,395 2,700
795 1,500 .51 950 1,900 .59 795 1,500
895 1,700 .50 895 1,800 .60 1,150 2,200
795 1,500 .50 825 1,600 .58 995 1,900
595 1,000 .49 795 1,500 .52 665 1,200695 1,400 .47 795 1,300 .45 325 600
795 1,500 .10 95 200

30-day Money Back Guarantee-Ask for Details

r7> . 4

404 University Dr. East College Station 846-8905

CALL BATTALION CLASSIFIED 845-2611 
For ----- —FAST Results


