
State, firm 
sign contracts 
for prisons

AUSTIN (AP) — Contracts 
for 500-bed private prisons in 
Kyle and Bridgeport were 

? "edcj signed Wednesday by the state 
riiereiiii anc^ ^ company partnership 

fiili that will build and operate the
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facilities.

“This represents part of the 
largest private venture into 

awfdi, prison construction, operation 
and management ever initiated 
lyany state,” Gov. Bill Clements 

told a news conference at the
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The Kyle site, in Hays County 

it's fin Jn .Central Texas, has been the 
VomTu, subject of controversy between 

esidents who believe the prison 
will help the economy and those 

whoU who fear it will harm their way 
of life,

Bridgeport is in Wise County, 
northwest of Fort Worth, 

irandl, The facilities are designed to 
lenotiflj Jase t*le transition into society 

or inmates leaving prison. They 
ire to be built and operated by a 
partnership between Becon 

Selin, i. Construction Co. of Houston 
nd Wackenhut Services Inc. of 
dorida.

A separate agreement with 
Corrections Corp. of America of 

izos yj, Tennessee for two more 500- 
)ed pre-release prisons is forth
oming, officials said.

“We will hopefully complete 
legotiations (with CCA) in the 
?ery near future. We’re down to 
he final details,” said Charles 
Terrell of Dallas, chairman of 
he State Board of Corrections. 

The other private prisons are 
B°^e 'n Venus, south of the Dal- 

■I as-Fort Worth metroplex in 
' “ohnson County; and Cleveland, 

ibrth of Houston in Liberty 
.^fCounty.

The State Bond Review Board 
»n Tuesday approved the issu- 
,nce of up to $50 million in 

an alai tQ build the four prisons.
A non-profit corporation has 

)een set up as a financing vehi- 
Je for the lease-revenue bonds, 
aid Jim Lynaugh, director of 
he Texas Department of Cor- 

Jections.
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Convieted killer insists he wants 
to die despite chance for appeal

HUNTSVILLE (AP) — A con
victed killer who insists he wants to 
be put to death next month said 
Wednesday he has sent legal briefs 
to courts involved in his case, asking 
that no third party intervene to put 
off his execution.

“Any party wishing to intercede 
for the purpose of continued liti
gation would in fact be an intruder 
or meddler seeking to style himself 
as a next friend,” James Smith wrote 
in motions sent to his trial court in 
Houston, the Texas Court of Crimi
nal Appeals in Austin and the 5th 
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals.

Smith, 37, has a May 1 1 execution 
date for the March 1983 shooting 
death of Larry Rohus, an insurance 
company manager, during a robbery 
in Houston.

“I waive all rights to federal court 
appeals afforded by the Constitution 
of the United States of America,” 
Smith wrote. “I do know, realize and 
understand that my decision to 
waive federal appeal will result in my

death by lethal injection.”
Smith, in a death row interview 

Wednesday, said he was unaware of 
any moves being made to spare him 
although he has been urged to 
change his mind by attorneys and 
some fellow inmates, and has been 
receiving letters from death penalty 
opponents.

“My concern is to anticipate any 
delays,” he said. “What I see is a false 
concern. They are not so much con
cerned for the individual but for the 
overall point that they adhere to. 
Their concern is misplaced.”

Smith contends that if death pen
alty fo^s were so interested in his 
plight, they should have come to his 
aid during his trial.

“What they do is utilize those (in
mates) on death row for their own 
means,” he said.

“I want to make sure my point of 
view is well understood,” he said. “I 
don’t want anyone to say, ‘Well, he 
didn’t understand.’

The inmate said he worked in

New Orleans as a tarot card reader 
and was a Houston taxi driver at the 
time of his arrest.

He said at least two lawyers tried 
to visit him to convince him to seek a 
stay.

“I’ve blown them off,” he said.' 
“All my life, I’ve been a loner. I’m 
very good at doing that. Life is a 
temporary situation. The spirit 
moves on.”

Smith, who believes in voodoo, 
also said letters from religious 
groups trying to sway him will do no 
good.

“In my opinion, anyone Who ad
heres to Christian doctrine ought to 
be shot,” he said.

He denied that his execution will 
make a statement on behalf of others 
on death row.

“I don’t care anymore,” he said. 
“My only concern now is for my per
sonal and individual destiny.”

Smith almost certainly could get a 
stay if he sought legal assistance. All 
execution'; in Texas have been

halted, pending outcome of a Su
preme Court review of a capital 

“murder case that challenges the 
state’s death penalty.

Of the 27 inmates put to death in 
Texas since executions resumed in 
1982, six have been volunteers.

Other inmates say they have 
mixed feelings about Smith’s insis
tence he be killed.

“From a selfish standpoint, for 
those of us who fight the system 24 
hours a day, it’s a slap in the face,” 
death row resident Lester Bower 
said. “I respect his right, but I do not 
agree. It’s like jumping off of a ship 
into shark-infested waters when a 
rescue boat is on the horizon.”

Inmate James Beathard said, 
“People need to remember that stop
ping the death penalty is most im
portant. His selfishness shouldn’t 
outweigh his obligation to others.”

But Jim Vanderbilt, another con
vict, said if Smith wants to die, “he 
ought to — without interference.”

Regulators announce S&L cleanup program
DALLAS (AP) — Federal regulators plan to 

announce late this month the first consolidations 
in their so-called Southwest Plan for Texas sav
ings and loans, representing about half of the 
thift industry’s problem institutions nationwide, 
an official said Wednesday.

The plan to clean up the region’s S&Ls has 
been repeatedly delayed by legal and administra
tive problems; The Federal Home Loan Bank in 
Dallas, which announced the program in Feb
ruary, requested proposals from interested par
ties by March 31.

“We have received about 150 proposals from 
parties interested in participating in the South
west Plan,” said David Colgren, FHLB spokes
man in Dallas. “This is an overwhelming re
sponse of parties interested in the plan.”

Of 279 Texas thrifts, 104 were insolvent as of 
Sept. 30, 1987, M. Danny Wall, FHLB chairman, 
said. Those endangered institutions will be con
solidated, closed or sold, Colgren said.

Wall had said that roughly half the problems 
of the nation’s thrift industry are in Texas, hard 
hit by an energy and real estate slump.

Investors would provide up to $1 billion in 
capital for the plan. Much of the expense will be 
paid by the Federal Savings and Loan Insurance 
Corp., which is expected to provide $7 billion at 
first and up to $2 billion annually.

“We believe, overall, we need a fair and equita
ble analysis for each proposal,” Colgren said. 
“That analysis must balance the interests of 
fSLIC and p rivate investors. We anticipate the 
first consolidations to be available in late April.”

Colgren would not say how many S&Ls would 
be involved in the first announcement but added 
that “a geometric progression of consolidations” 
would.be made thereafter.

Industry officials had said earlier that the 
state’s thrift crisis increases with every delay, 
along with the cost of remedies.

On Monday, FHLB officials reported that the

FSLIC’s fund shortfall almost doubled in 1987 to 
an estimated $ 11.6 billion.

“We anticipate the Southwest Plan to cost 
FSLIC somewhere between $6 and 7 billion,” 
Colgren said. “Through FSLIC recapitalization 
signed by the president in August of last year, we 
will raise $10.8 billion over the next three years 
through the recapitalization plan.”

Insplvent Texas thrifts will have lost at least 
$895 million in operating expenses in the first 
four months of this year, according to one analy
sis.

“The Southwest Plan is a proposal dealing with 
the consolidation of the industry we feel must 
take place in Texas,” Colgren said.

“We believe through consolidation of the in
dustry through the Southwest Plan, interest from 
private investors, reducing the cost of funds that 
Texas institutions must pay to attract deposits — 
the ‘Texas premium’ — and using FSLIC 
sources, we can solve the problems in Texas,” he 
said.
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Whichever coin you decide to pur
chase, all proceeds from the sale will go 
toward the creation of a permanent en
dowment in support of the Muster Com
mittee. Your contribution will foster 
Muster education, enhance the ceremony 
and strengthen tradition.

THE MUSTER COMMITTEE 
c/o Student Government 

TTexas A&M University • 221 Pavilion 
Aggieland Station, Texas 77843-1237

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-8IXJ-727-C01N DUR1NG 
BUSINESS HOURS. MONDAY-FRIDAY. AT NO 

CHARGE TO YOU.
Please have your major credit card ready when 

ordering. Please allow six weeks for delivery.
IF PREFERRED. YOU MAY ORDER BY MAIL

Description Unit Price Total

ns can be ordered individually or as 
-coin set. Either way, they come in 
ty crafted velvet lined presentation

flimited edition coins are in 
^silver or gold. Each is individ- 
!tHimbered and available on a first 

' I first serve basis while they last.
0,1‘.. pest opportunity to reserve your 

is to call TOLL-FREE immediately, 
fteis also the unlimited Nickel ver- 

W1 if the Aggie Muster Coin.

Limited Edition Bronze 49.00
Limited Edition Silver 149.00
Limited Edition Gold 1249.00
Limited Edition Set (3) 1299.(10
Unlimited Nickel 19.95
Texas Resident Sales Tax 7.5o'>°-
Sub-Total
Postage &: Handling 3.50
Grand Total

PLEASE FILL IN THE INFORMATION BELOW 
____MasterCard _____Visa _____American Express

Check Monev Order

Date . Card Expires on .

Signature . 

Name___

Address .

So, order your coins now. Hold history 
in your hand. -

Call TOLL-FREE. 1-800-727-COIN.

_______ _______ ^tacc

Please allow 
rigid quaht 
mint-qualit 
please returr 
refund. Qu 
MUSTER C

six weeks for delivery. Each coin undergoes 
control inspectiohs and is guaranteed to be in 
condition If you are not completely satisfied, 
in ten days for an immediate replacement or full 

intities limited. Make checks pavable to THE 
:OMMITTEE.

Problem Pregnancy

►U’c listen, We core. We Help 
•Free Pregnancy Tests 
•Concert icd Counselors

Brazos Valley 
Crisis Pregnancy Service 

We’re Local!

3620 E. 29th Street
• (next to Medley’s Gifts)

24 fir. IwtCine
823-CARE

CASH ~
for gold, silver, 

old coins, diamonds 
Full Jewelry Repair 

Large Stock of 
Diamonds 

Gold Chains

TEXAS COIN 
EXCHANGE
404 University Dr. 

846-8916

YOU ARE INVITED...to join 
with us in a worship serv
ice to God our Father and 
the Lord Jesus Christ at 
the All-Fath’s Chapel on 
Saturday 23rd, beginning 
at 10:30 a.m.

Organized by a group of 
Primitive Baptists at A&M. 
More information??

Call Randy or Vince at 
260-0520

For I^css! ™
Chicken Fried Steak 
with Gravy, Large Fries 
and Texas Toast.

Only
15

bring this coupon 
expires 4-2SI-BH
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Specializing in Residential Leasing

ATTENTION
COLLEGE GRADUATES!

Moving to HOUSTON for your 
New Career?

Nino and Associates is a residential 
real estate leasing company that can 
help you find the ideal place to live.

• Apartments •Townhomes
• Condominiums • High Rises

No matter what your needs are, we 
can help you throughout Houston 
and surrounding areas.

A TOTALLY FREE SERVICE TO 
YOU!

1-800-332-9005

1800 Bering Dr., Suite 870 975-9005

STRETCH
Your Dollars!

WATCH FOR 
BARGAINS 

IN

THE
BATTALION!!


