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Sports viewpoint

athlete’s request: “Why can’t y’all just 
write good stuff about us?”

|1 could understand him saying 
1.1 mean, he doesn’t like seeing 
teammates and friends slammed 

[front of 23,000 Battalion readers, 
scor- Mho would?
>h inf
iting H The trouble is, I’m seeing more 

Tid more of that type of reaction 
. for [recently, and not just from athletes, 
rt ofra It’s all part of the strange (to me, 
sieve r
.He

that is) aversion this country has to 
media and media representatives in 
general. The most flagrant example 
of media hatred of which I am aware 
was the last Elephant Walk.

Jackie Sherrill said something 
about the media — I can’t remember 
what, but it wasn’t flattering — and 
the crowd joined in, whoops and all. 
One red-pot even yelled, “Beat the 
hell outta the media!” That, too, got 
its share of audience support.

Well, I can understand Sherrill’s 
dislike for the media in general, and 
even the Battalion in particular. Our 
sector of the work force has focused 
its share of grief in Mr. Sherrill’s 
general direction, and he is 
noticeably gun-shy. Usually he treats 
our ilk with somewhat less than 
gushing enthusiasm. That doesn’t 
bother me that much.

It’s the others. We haven’t done 
anything to harm the student 
populace, unless printing the 
painful truth about the Aggies can 
be construed as offensive.

I guess people as a rule think we 
in the media like to specialize in nit
picking, gripe-airing, and general 
abuse.

Speaking for myself, as a frequent 
practicioner of the abusive art, I 
deny that allegation. I just state the 
facts as I see them.

I don’t understand people. I 
really don’t. It seems to me that fans
— Aggie fans in particular — would 
rather hear a misleading “They gave 
it a good run” than an accurate 
“They reeked.”

I like writing pleasant things. I 
enjoy giving an appropriate 
accolade. But I do not feel 
comfortable or honest whitewashing 
the truth with feel-good nonsense.

Most Supdays for the past month 
or so, Battalion sports readers have 
seen my picture inset into a column 
filled with not-so-nice stuff about the 
Texas A&M basketball team. That’s 
not because I hate A&M basketball
— I don’t. It’s because the A&M 
basketball team played those 
particular weekends, and their 
performances — good or bad, and 
generally they were bad — were 
fresh in my memory.

Is it really the popular opinion 
that bad news should be presented 
in rose-colored adjectives, or even 
ignored completely? If so, I’m sorry

to tell you, you’re reading the wrong 
newspaper.

I’m proud of this sports staff, as 
well as the entire Battalion staff, for 
this one of many reasons: we aren’t 
afraid to tell the truth.

I’m elated thatjackie Sherrill is 
A&M’s head coach and athletic 
director. I think he’s one of the best, 
if not the best, at each of his 
positions. The Aggie fan in me (and 
believe me, I’m as big an Aggie fan 
as any of you) hopes desperately that 
he stays for ajong, long time.

But the fact is, if we stumbled 
upon a story that would result in 
Sherrill’s dismissal or resignation, 
we’d run it in a minute. Front page, 
banner headline.

That’s the essence of news — give 
the readership what’s important that 
they know about, not just the candy 
coating.

That’s not because we enjoy 
muck-raking. That’s because we are 
dedicated to our profession and our 
readership. So you, the reader, are 
going to get the truth in this column, 
this section and this newspaper. Like 
it or not.

Alysheba nips field 
in Santa Anita race

3011'
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ARCADIA, Calif. (AP) — 
lysheba held off Ferdinand in a 

)attle of the last two Kentucky 
Derby champions to win the $1 
nillion Santa Anita Handicap by 
t half-length Sunday and moved 
nto third place on thoroughbred 
racing’s all-time money-winning 
ist.

A a 4-year-old son of Alydar, 
Vlysheba won the 1987 Kentucky 
Derby and was an Eclipse Award 
vinner as the year’s top 3-year- 
)ld. He took the lead entering the 
anal turn and never trailed after 
hat.

The victory, before a crowd of 
70,432, was the sixth in 19 life
line starts for Alysheba and was 
vorth $550,000, raising the colt’s 
areer earnings to $3,695,642.

Alysheba, ridden by Chris Mc- 
larron and carrying 126 pounds, 
vent off as the even-money fa- 
'orite and paid $4 and $2.60. 
Mysheba is owned by Dorothy 
^nd Pamela Scharbauer of Mid- 
and, and trained by Jack Van 
Berg.

Ferdinand, who crossed the 
Inish line 214 lengths in front of 
Super Diamond, returned $2.80. 
"erdinand, ridden by Bill Shoe
maker and carrying high weight

127 pounds, is owned by Mrs. 
ioward B. Keck of Los Angeles 
tnd trained by Charlie Whitting- 
tam.

Second place was worth 
1200,000, raising Ferdinand’s ca- 
eer earnings to $3,595,478 and 
moving him into fourth place on 
he earnings list behind John 
denry ($6,597,947), Spend A 
luck ($4,220,689) and Alysheba.

The winning time for the 114 
niles on a fast track in the 51st 
unning of the “Big Cap” was 
:59 4-5, well off the stakes re- 
ord of 1:58 3-5 set by Affirmed 
n1979.

Super Diamond earned 
150,000, while Judge Angelucci, 

vho finished fourth, collected 
75,000. Because there were only

four entries, there was no show 
wagering. The $5 exacta paid 
$18.

Judge Angelucci took the lead 
at the start of the race but never 
opened up a significant advan
tage. Super Diamond moved into 
first place on the first turn.

There was less than a half- 
length separating the four horses 
as they entered the final turn, 
when Alysheba went ahead for 
good.

Ferdinand, a 5-year-old son of 
Nijinsky II, and Alysheba were 
racing against each other for the 
second time. Ferdinand prevailed 
by a nose in the $3 million Breed
ers’ Cup Classic, also a 1 ‘/t-mile 
race, at Hollywood Park last Nov. 
21. Judge Angelucci finished 
third in that race after leading 
most of the way.

Ferdinand and Alysheba had 
each raced once since then before 
Sunday. Alysheba won the 
$500,000 Charles H. Strub Stakes 
by three lengths on Feb. 7, while 
Ferdinand finished second, 314 
lengths behind Judge Angelucci, 
in the $250,000-added San Anto
nio Handicap a week later.

Temperate Sil, who is also 
trained by Whittingham, as is Su
per Diamond, was scratched seve
ral hours before the race. A 4- 
year-old. Temperate Sil, was 
listed at odds of 15-1 on the 
morning line.

Shoemaker was riding in his 
34th Santa Anita Handicap. Pre
viously, the 56-year-old jockey 
had 11 wins, seven seconds and 
two thirds. Shoemaker was 
aboard Ferdinand when the 
horse finished second, a nose be
hind Broad Brush, last year.

Only once previously, in 1950, 
had two Kentucky Derby winners 
run in the Santa Anita Handicap. 
Citation, the 1948 Triple Crown 
winner, finished second, while 
1949 Kentucky Derby winner 
Ponder was fourth. The race was 
won by Noor.

Valenzuela pitches 
L.A. past Houston

VERO BEACH, FLA. (AP) — 
Left-hander Fernando Valenzuela 
hurled three perfect innings to lead 
the Los Angeles Dodgers to a 2-1 ex
hibition baseball victory over the 
Houston Astros Sunday.

The Dodgers raised their Grape
fruit League record to 3-0, not in
cluding a victory in an international 
exhibition against the Chunichi 
Dragons of Japan, as Valenzuela 
scattered two hits and struck out 
five.

The loss was Houston’s first in 
three spring contests.

Right-hander Tim Leary followed 
Valenzuela with three scoreless in
nings, allowing one hit, while walk
ing one and striking out two.

Rookie right-hander Tim Crews 
pitched out of trouble in the ninth 
inning to record his first save of the 
spring.

Houston left-hander Bob Knep- 
per scattered two hits and allowed 
but one run in his three innings, 
while rookie right-hander Jose Cano 
pitched two scoreless innings.

Outfielder Cameron Davis came 
off the bench to collect a pair of hits 
that sparked the Astros’ attack, while 
Ty Gainey drove in Houston’s only 
run.

Outfielders Kirk Gibson and Mike 
Marshall had a pair of hits each to 
pace the Los Angeles offense.

Marshall also combined with sec
ond baseman Steve Sax to throw a 
runner out at the plate in the first in
ning and made a game-saving catch 
in the ninth.

Left-hander Fernando Valen
zuela has been a slow starter in the 
spring. However, the Dodger south
paw was uncharacteristically sharp 
in his first spring start, particularly 
when he struck out the side in the 
third inning.

Valenzuela credits an offseason 
weight program, which he said al
lows him to get loose quicker and 
throw freer.

“I think the weights have helped 
me a Iqt,” Valenzuela said. “They 
make me looser, especially the shoul
der. I can get looser, quicker now.”

Rangers batter Bugs 11-1 
behind third-inning rally

PORT CHARLOTTE, Fla. (AP) 
— Pete Incaviglia doubled to drive 
in one run and scored another, key
ing a third-inning rally as the Texas 
Rangers beat the Pittsburgh Pirates 
11-1 Sunday night, splitting a day- 
night, home-away doubleheader 
with the Pirates.

Felix Fermin singled home two 
runs to key a five-run eighth inning 
which rallied Pittsburgh to a 6-1 vic
tory against the Rangers in Braden
ton, Fla., Sunday afternoon. Mitch 
Williams gave up all five runs on five 
hits and a walk.

Incaviglia’s double in the second 
game put the Rangers on top 4-1,

and Incaviglia then scored the final 
run of the five-run rally against 
Brian Fisher on a double by non-ros
ter outfielder Steve Kemp, the only 
player who played both games in 
their entirety.

Chad Kreuter, who came into the 
game as a pinch-hitter in the fifth in
ning, finished up with three RBIs 
for the Rangers. He capped a three- 
run fifth inning with a single off 
John Smiley, tripled to drive in one 
run and scored another in a two-run 
seventh against Mike York and 
drove in the Rangers final run with 
an eighth-inning single off Bret Gi
deon.

“Privatization and Polarization: 
Politics of Economic Reform 

in Rural China”

A Presentation
by .

William Hinton

March 8, 1988 
2:00-3:30 p.m. 

Room 204C
Sterling C. Evans Library

Sponsored by:
Institute for Pacific Asia 
Department of History 
Department of Political Science 
College of Liberal Arts

Problem Pregnancy

»U’e listen, We core, We fietp (
•Free Preifnancy Tests 

^ \ •Concerned C'ounsctors .kA
_ A

Brazos Valley 
Crisis Pregnancy Service 

We’re Local!

3620 E. 29th Street
(iie*t to Medley’s Gifts)

24 hr. hotline
823-CARE

TAMU SNOW SKI CLUB
PRESENTS

SPRING BREAK 
PARK CITY, UTAH 

$455°°

Call 696-1234 
Only 5 spaces left

Now Open Saturday till 3 p.m.

o

10 Minute 
Drive-Thru 
Lube, Oil, 
& Filter 
Change

Contact Lenses
Only Quality Name Brands

(Bausch & Lomb, Ciba, Barnes-Hinds-Hydrocurve)

$"7Q00 pr. *-STD. DAILY WEAR SOFT 
f ^ LENSES

$ QQ°0 pr. *-STD. EXTENDED WEAR SOFT 
LENSES

$ QQ00 Pr *-STD. TINTED SOFT LENSES 
DAILY WEAR OR EXTENDED WEAR

/

SAME DAY DELIVERY 
ON MOST LENSES

Call 696-3754 
For Appointment

CHARLES C. SCHROEPPEL, O.D., P.C.
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY

Eye exam & care kit 
not included

707 South Texas Ave., Suite 101D 
College Station, Texas 77840 

1 block South of Texas & University

Attention CPA 
Candidates

Uniform
CPA Examination
Questions and 
Unofficial Answers

November 1987
American Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants

f Tear off
and mail in or 
call 1-800-345-4564 
to receive your 
own copy of the 
AICPA Uniform 
CPA Examination 
absolutely free. 
Well also send you 
information about 
Lambers CPA 
Review. You'll have 

your degree soon — now let Lambers 
you turn it into a career.

Home Address

City/State/Zip

Phone

Year of graduation

Lambers
CPA REVIEW
809 Turnpike Street, North Andover, M A 01845
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