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Permian Basin area battles 
(bubonic plague outbreak

MIDLAND (AP) — An outbreak 
bubonic plague, blamed for the 

leaths of many small animals and 
[initially thought to affect a small 
portion of two counties, now is be- 

Jlieved to cover hall the Permian Ba- 
|sin, state health officials said.

Midland, Ector, Howard, Martin, 
[Upton, Crane, Glasscock. Dawson 
[arid Borden-counties are affected by 
[the outbreak, said Dr. Evret C. New- 
Iman, Texas Department of Health 
[regional vetei inarian

A week ago, Newman had said the 
[outbreak seemed to he confined to 
[an area between Midland and Sian- 
[ton in Martin County.

At the time, health officials sus

pected the outbreak covered a wider 
area but made no mention of their 
fears because full reports weren’t in, 
Newman said.

Since last week’s news conference, 
the health department has received 
at least 200 calls reporting dead pack 
rats, cotton rats and rabbits in the 
other counties, the veterinarian said.

The outbreak probably won’t 
spread into cities, hut residents liv
ing in affected areas should keep 
their pets indoors and sprinkle them 
wurh flea powder twice a week, said 
health officials.

At greatest risk of conn acting the 
disease are hunters and oilfield em
ployees who work in brushy areas, 
Newman said. The disease generally

is spread by infected lleas that bite 
animals or humans.

One Midland hunter, Trey Rob
bins, 32, said Thursday he first 
started seeing dead rats and mice on 
a Glasscock County ranch last Octo
ber.

“Here recently we’ve noticed a lot 
fewer rabbits there than there were a 
few months ago,” he said. “We’ve 
been hunting around there for the 
last 20 years, and it’s unlike anything 
we’ve ever seen before.”

The last human death from the 
ptlague recorded in the Permian Ba
sin came in February 1982, Newman 
said, when an Ector County man 
died after getting flea bites while 
hunting rabbits.

Social worker 
may be placed 
with homeless

FORT WORTH (AP) —The 
slaying of a Dallas policeman by a 
mentally ill homeless man has 
prompted Tan ant County offi
cials to consider placing a social 
worker at a shelter that houses 
hundreds of homeless people.

fhe Re\ Andrew Snort, exec
utive director of the Presbyterian 
Night Shelter, said many of (he 
400 people staving overnight, at 
the sheltet were there because 
they had been released from hos
pitals.

Shot! added Wednesday that 
the Dallas shooting dlustiates the 
need for a social worker at the 
Fort Worth shelter.

Officer John C hase was shot to 
death Saturday on a street in 
downtown Dallas by a man with a 
history of mental problems. 
Chase’s assailant. Carl Dudley 
Williams was killed moments 
later in a shootout with off duty 
officers.

Officials say blocking service 
on 976 calls has loopholes

DALLAS (AP) — Phone company 
officials who offered a blocking serv
ice to prevent children from calling 
sexually explicit “976” numbers say a 
loophole allows customers to call the 
numbers long-distance, avoiding the 
blocking and service charge.

Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
had announced it would begin offer
ing the blocking service Feb. 20 to 
prevent telephones from reaching 
local 976 numbers.

But company officials said Tues
day they have known about the tech
nological and regulatory loophole, 
and that there is little they can do to 
prevent customers from taking ad
vantage of it.

“It’s bigger than just the problem 
we have here,” Lowell Whitlock, a 
Bell marketing executive in San An
tonio, said. “Not only can Texas 
numbers he reached, but 976 num
bers in other states can be reached.”

Bell officials and an attorney for 
the 976 companies confirmed that 
customers can also call 976 numbers 
outside their area codes, pay only

the toll charge and avoid paying the 
fee to the 976 provider.

For example, a Houston resident 
could call a 976 number in Dallas 
and pay as little as $2 in long-dis
tance charges to hear a message, 
while a Dallas resident calling the 
same service would have to pay the 
$9 fee.

“We can’t, track or hill for the long 
distance 976 calls,” Whitlock said.

Residential customers have 60 
days frprn the Feb. 20 startup) date to 
get the local blocking service free. 
After that they will have to pay $7 
for the service. Businesses also can 
get the blocking service but must pav 
the fee.

Whitlock said Bell and 976-service 
providers are asking state and regu
latory officials for permission to 
block the long-distance 976 calls. It 
could be months, however, before 
approval is granted, he said.

A quick solution to the problem 
would be for long-distance tele
phone companies to voluntarily 
block long distance 976 calls, W’hit 
lock said.

JITTERBUG
Please note the date changes

Sunday Feb 28, March 6, 27, April 3, 17 6:00-7:15pm $ 14/sTudent $ 16/nonsludent

Sunday Feb 28, March 6, 27, Apnl 3, 17 7:30-8:45pm $ 14/student $ 16/nonstudent

Registration Begins February 1st

For further information, phone 845-1631.

jfk TV.
For Sporting 

Events.

We use onlv 
100% Real 
Mozzarella 

Cheese

Hours
11-10 M-Thur 1112 Fri-Sat 

12-10 Sunday

Real East Coast Style Pizza

NEW” Lunch Buffet 11 -2 pm
Monday - Friday

ALL YOU CAN EAT!
Pizza, Pasta, Breadsticks, Cinnamon Rolls, Salad Bar

*3.89
Thursday is Student 

l.D.Night!
MAMA’S PIZZA 

1037 Texas Ave. College Station 
@ the East Gate 696-0032

by Scott McCullar Bobbi's Books 
fi? Comics

* 10% off all new comics everyday
MARVEL'S • D.C'S • INDEPENDENTS

Games & Gaming Supplies
Join our gaming club & get a 10% discount on all 
games and supplies all year

3801 Texas Ave.
Bryan

846-7412
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Your Credit Union 
Has the Best 
Financial Deals 
In Town:

■ Free Checking
(with a $500 min balance)*

■ Hi-Yield Savings 
Accounts

■ Hi Yield Certificates 
of Deposits

■ Hi-Yield I R A’s 
H Low Cost Loans
■ Maroon MasterCard

"Under $500. $5 a month service charge

Welcome 
Back

AGGIES!
Texas Aggie Credit Union member
ship is open to all Former Students, 
Faculty, Staff and Students of Texas 
AScM University and members of 
their families

Ask About Our New Preferred 
Membership Package

TEXAS AGGIE 
CREDIT UNION
301 Domihik Dr College Station TX ^'640 ( 40^)6^o 144)

Insured National Credit union ^rttnimstratton 'NCUa

Spectacular 
Savings on 
WoodCreek 
Lots

W oodCreek Will Never Be This Affordable Again!
11 you have been wanting to have a custom home built 

in exclusive WoodCreek, but were waiting for jlist the 
right moment — your moment has arrived! The de
velopers of WoodCreek want to close out their remaining 
lots in Sections 1 and 11 before opening the next phase 
of the development and are offering tremendous savings 
to their customers.

Now, for a limited time, you can save up to 20% on 
selected lots in Sections 1 and II. All lots are reduced!

Stop by WoodCreek’s Sales Office 
for further information and assis
tance. Broker participation 
welcomed.

Sales Office Hours: 
Monday-Saturday 10am - dusk 

Sunday 12:30pm - dusk
South on Hwv Mo WortdCreek Drive, look for 
the WoodC reek fkii!. (409) 696-0700.

WtodCreek &§SrM
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