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State and Local
CS council passes plan 
to buy computer system

By Mark Gee
Staff Writer

Luck has been on the side of Col- 
je Station’s city government dur

ing its wait for a computerized man
agement system.

Last night, the College Station 
City Council voted unanimously not 
to chance disaster when it approved 
a 5-year, $3 million plan to purchase 
reliable computer systems and 
software for the city’s service depart
ments.

“We’ve been lucky,” Public Rela
tions Director Peggy Calliham said, 
that we haven’t had a major crisis 

with the city’s payroll or utilities bil-
'«■” .
Pushing luck has worked to the 

council’s advantage, Calliham said, 
because computer prices have 
dropped in the past several years 
while the technology has advanced. 
The wait has also given the council 
the opportunity to evaluate other cit
ies, she said.

A crisis in utilities billing would 
mean long lines for the 30,000 stu
dents, faculty and employees of 
Texas A&M who live in College Sta
tion.

Linda Piwonka, the utilities billing 
supervisor, said she can’t imagine 
the long lines if the billing computer 
was to break during a peak week in 
May or August when students are 
requesting utility deposit returns 
and establishing utility accounts. She 
said there was a minor crisis when a 
computer broke the first week in 
May. Her office wrote all service or
ders by hand, which took twice as 
long as using the computer.

“We’re lucky the breakdown 
wasn’t the third week in May when 
students want their utility deposits 
back,” Piwonka said. “That’s why 
we’re changing the system now.”

The system allows each depart
ment to buy the equipment to meet 
its specific needs. The $427,000 for 
this fiscal year will be generated 
from contingency funds and unap

propriated interest earnings. Over 
the next four years, the system will 
be paid by income generated from 
the utility department, debt service 
funds and utility revenue bonds. 
The council will not raise property 
tax rates to purchase the system.

The computerized information 
system will also help College Station 
plan for growth. Utilities Depart
ment Director John Woody said a 
new computer mapping system will 
be linked to customer billing.

“With this new system,” Woody 
said, “I’ll be able to do a better job of 
making sure the power system can 
meet the customer’s needs. The 
quality of electrical supply is impor
tant in the computer age.”

Currently, Woody’s utility depart
ment uses a map that has been up
dated for 20 years with pins. Color- 
coded thumbtacks mark utility lines. 
The old system relies on employees 
in the utility department who re
member where the lines were laid.

Cisneros meets Gorbachev, 
pushes grassroots politics

SAN ANTONIO (AP) —Mayor 
Henry Cisneros said Thursday night 
he told Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba
chev that grassroots politics would 
be the key to restructuring the Com
munist country.

Cisneros was among six leaders 
from across the nation who met with 
Gorbachev and other Soviet leaders 
during a breakfast meeting Thurs
day at the Soviet Embassy.

Cisneros, Class of ’68, is a former 
member of the Board of Regents.

Cisneros, the past president of the 
National League of Cities, said he 
told Gorbachev that the United 
States’ strength lies within its system 
of decentralized government and

the country’s ethnic diversity.
“I suggested to him that most of 

the big problems that confront the 
society, like transforming our educa
tional system and dealing with our 
racial diversity, are going to be set
tled lower in the federal system,” 
Cisneros said.

“I said if he wanted to accomplish 
what he wanted to accomplish . . . 
their total restructuring of Soviet so
ciety, that he would have to devise a 
system where there was more initia
tive and more vitality at the grass
roots level working its way up, in
stead of a top-down, centralized, 
planned structure, and that our ex
perience was that that was more ef-
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Just purchase an IBM 
Personal System/Z Model 25 

by December 22,1987.
Not enough storage space? 

Now you’ll have that personal 
place! The sturdy trunk is bright 
white with brass corners, trim, 
handles and latch. It’s the perfect 
size (16" wide x 16" deep x 20" 
high) for stashing away all those 
things that are overflowing your 
closet. Then use it as a nightstand 
or extra table. Suggested retail 
value is $54.95, but it’s yours as a 
gift from IBM when you purchase 
an IBM Personal System/2 
Model 25 by the end of the year

"service center
We fix anything on four wheels!

PRE-CHRISTMAS BRAKE SPECIAL

®25.94 - Front Brakes
Semi Metallic extra

(with this coupon only)

Replace brake pads, bleed, flush, and adjust

846-2886 3700 S. College
The Green & Gold Building

Battalion Classifieds 
Call 845-2611
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Wild Wednesdays 
and

Super Sundays
On Wednesdays and Sundays we have two exciting specials for you:

Any 12" 2-item pizza for only $5.95!! 
or

Any 16” 2-item pizza for only $8.90!!
Tax included. No Coupon Necessary. Not Good With Any Other Offer.

693-2335 260-9020 822-7373
1504 Holleman 4407 Texas Townshire Center

Limited Delivery Areas Our Drivers Carry Less Than $20

fective,” Cisneros said.
Cisneros, who is in his fourth term 

of the nation’s ninth largest city, was 
invited the meeting by Vice Presi
dent George Bush, also attended the 
breakfast.

Cisneros said the 1 Va-hour meet
ing touched on education, technol
ogy, trade and energy and that Gor
bachev asked good questions.

The mayor also said that Soviet 
leaders suggested that San Antonio 
adopt a sister city in the Soviet 
Union.

“I feel it would be a very good 
thing to do,” Cisneros said. “It would 
be a contribution in the exchange of 
peace that currently is under way.”

your business deserves 
some prime-time readersuse
exposure. these pages to see

what's happening on the tube, 
let them know whafs happening with you. 

call 845-2611 to place advertisements in at ease.

This limited offer is available to 
students, faculty and staff of 
colleges and universities. You 
must purchase the IBM Personal 
System/2 Model 25 through 
The Micro Compurter Center 
at your campus on or before 
December 22, 1987. 
Quantities are limited.

IBM reserves the right to 
substitute a gift of comparable 
value. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for trunk 
delivery
Applies to IBM Personal System. 2 Model 25 (Model Numbers 8525-001, 8525-004. 
8525-C02. 8526-005)

Wheel of Fortune 
Sell Your Books & Play!

GET TOP DOLLAR FOR 
YOUR USED BOOKS & 
SPIN FOR PRIZES, DIS
COUNTS, MORE CASH, 
OR A CHANCE TO WIN A 
SEMESTERS FREE 
BOOKS! PLAY AT EI
THER LOCATION.

340 JERSEY ST.
ACROSS FROM UNIVERSITY POLICE

696-2111

901 HARVEY RD. 
WOODSTONE CENTER 

764-3969


