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By Deborah A. Haring
Reporter

As many as 25 percent of Ameri- 
a’s farmers could go out of business 
Lithin the next five years, said Dr. 
Iteve Murdock, head of A&M’s De- 
|artment of Rural Sociology.

According to the department’s 
lurveys of Texas farmers, 4.7 per- 

^ lent of Texas producers failed in 
farming between 1985 and 1986.

These numbers are similar 
[enough to those from other parts of 
Ihe country to predict that over the 
next five years, up to 25 percent of 
|he nation’s farmers will be forced to 
Itop farming, Murdock said.
I “We are having — and have had 
jin the last few years — rates of fail- 
pie among producers that are pro- 
lortionately higher than any period 
ince the Great Depression,” he said.
The decline of farming has been a 

continuing problem for years, 
iccording to the most recent Census 
f Agriculture in 1982, Texas had 

Inly 185,000 farms compared with 
|ver 380,000 in 1950.

What is different about those with 
current financial problems, how
ever, is their characteristics, Mur- 
|ock said.

In the past, those leaving farming 
enerally have been falling into two 
'tegories. Young adults who have 
en more profitable careers have 

Bone to college or pursued other op- 
p ttunities rather than going into 
Arming, Murdock said. Marginal

!Producers, those who were less ef- 
ktive, inefficient and unwilling to 

■y new technologies, also have left 
Arming, he said.

But the current farming crisis is 
affecting farmers who ordinarily 
would be successful, he said.

“Those who are failing are young, 
well-educated farmers in their 30s 
who are innovative and use well-de
veloped forms of agricultural tech
nology,” Murdock said. “They are 
also willing to expand operations by 
taking in things like economics of 
scale and production which are nor
mally associated with successful pro
duction.”

for it. And since many had not yet 
paid a significant amount of their 
debts when their assets and income 
fell, they were forced out of busi
ness, Murdock said.

To determine how a producer is 
doing financially in Texas, his debts 
are measured relative to his assets. If 
this debt-to-asset ratio is greater 
than 40 percent, the farmer is expe
riencing financial stress, he said.

In 1985, 24 percent of Texas pro
ducers had debt-to-asset ratios of

“We are having — and have had in the last few years — 

rates of failure among producers that are proportiona
tely higher than any period since the Great Depres
sion.”
— Dr. Steve Murdock, head of A&M’s Department of

Rural Sociology

Murdock said many of the failures 
have occurred because producers 
purchased land and equipment in 
the 1970s when interest rates and 
land values were high. Then in the 
1980s, a number of macroeconomic 
policy changes led to a decrease in 
the export market and interest rates 
which resulted in a decline in land 
values and assets.

An overabundance of agricultural 
products in the market also forced 
commodity prices down and lowered 
many farmers’ incomes, he said.

These farmers often still had high 
payments to make on land that now 
wasn’t worth what they were paying

over 40 percent. The largest farm
ing area in Texas, the High Plains, 
had the highest debt-to-asset ratio in 
the state and Central Texas had the 
lowest.

Asset values as a whole declined 
by 20 percent for Texas producers 
between 1985 and 1986. To better 
explain the meaning of this, Mur
dock compares it to buying a 
$100,000 home in 1985 and finding 
out in 1986 that the home is worth 
only $80,000.

The problem is not confined to 
farms, Murdock said.

“The important thing to realize is 
that this is not simply a problem for

producers,” he said. “It is a rural 
problem. It affects banks. It affects 
the small-town businessman and in 
turn all the employees of that busi
ness.”

Over 70 percent of the approxi
mately 1,000 farmers surveyed in 
the random sample agree with Mur
dock. They think this crisis has im
pacted their communities, not only 
through the loss of business, but also 
through the loss of people from the 
area and a loss of community spirit, 
he said.

Many farmers also said they have 
experienced severe depression, mar
riage and family conflicts and a loss 
of possessions.

In Texas, with the decrease of oil 
and gas prices and problems of pro
ducers, some people have been un
able to pay taxes. This creates a loss 
of government funds necessary to 
run community services such as 
schools, Murdock said.

Though Texas is not as severely 
impacted by debt levels as Iowa and 
other midwestern states, many of its 
farms are family-run and it is these 
middle-sized family farms that are 
failing most often, Murdock said.

But even it 25 percent ot Ameri
ca’s farmers go out of business, Mur
dock said, the average urban con
sumer in America won’t know the 
difference.

“It probably won’t affect the 
amount of products available or the 
price paid for these products,” Mur
dock said. “Where it will be most evi
dent will be in rural areas. Many ru
ral towns will fall below the level 
where they are still viable as commu
nities.”

Officials to release Saragosa relief records

\

PECOS (AP) — Reeves County, pressured by 
Texas Rural Legal Aid, has agreed to release re

cords detailing what was done with donations for 
■pirns of the May 22 Saragosa tornado, a state 
| official said Wednesday.

That action was prompted by a town meeting 
ist week in which Saragosans petitioned visiting 
,egal Aid attorneys to file suit against the county 

: if it did not release all its records dealing with re
lief efforts for the disaster, Alpha Hernandez, 
managing attorney in Legal Aid’s Del Rio office, 
laid.
! Saragosa, a small town about 25 miles south of 
■ecos, was devastated by the May 22 tornado, 
Bhich hit during a kindergarten-graduation 

ptercise, killing 30 people. Reeves County and

some private organizations accepted donations to 
forward for the relief effort.

There have been several reports of lost or sto
len money and goods. In the latest incident, 
Juana Jaquez, the district clerk, reported last 
week that someone stole $4,000 of tornado relief 
money that she was keeping in her car.

Hernandez said incidents like that have 
aroused Saragosans’ suspicions that some county 
officials have been negligent or possibly dishon
est in handling disaster donations.

“The request is to find out just \|ho received 
the money, how much they reeeiv&d and what 
they did with it and on what basis they distrib
uted it,” Hernandez said.

mpted Reeves 
County Attorney Scott Johnson to offer Tuesday 
to turn over the records later this week, Hernan
dez said.

“We agreed to hold off on the lawsuit until we 
could review the material,” Hernandez said.

Legal Aid, which is helping tornado victims 
with legal problems, filed an Open Records Act 
request Aug. 11, asking the county to release its 
tornado relief files.

“We had received only a partial response,” she 
said, adding that only county officials peripher
ally involved in disaster relief responded. Offi
cials more heavily involved, such as Sheriff Raul 
Florez, did not respond, she said.
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■A Scholarship Opportunities
For Outstanding Undergraduates^^'*'

tv

The following scholarships are currently open for competition:

Truman Scholarship
Sponsored by: Harry S. Truman Scholarship Foundation.
For: Current college sophmores intending to pursue careers in 
government service of all kinds, including scientific research. 
Terms: Up to $7,000 annually for tuition, fees, room, board, 
books for last two undergraduate years and up to two more 
years of graduate study.
Application procedure: By nomination of Texas A&M Uni
versity.
Deadlines: Applications for nomination due at University 
Honors Program, October 30

National Endowment for the Humanities 
Younger Scholars Awards
Sponsored by: National Endowment for the Humanities.
For: Current college freshmen, sophomores, juniors.
Terms: $2,200 for summer research and writing projects in 
the Humanities.
Application procedure: Direct application by student. Must 
have support of a faculty advisor (advisor will receive $400 if 
you are selected).
Deadlines: Applications are Due November 2.

Mellon Fellowships in the Humanities
Sponsored by: Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
For: Current college seniors.
Terms: $10,250 annually plus tuition and fees for up to two 
years (and possibly three) of graduate study in History, En
glish, Philiosophy, Languages, and American Studies. 
Application procedure: By nomination of a faculty member 
(no professor may nominate more than two students). 
Deadlines: Nominations due November 2.

National Science Foundation Graduate 
Fellowships
Sponsored by: NSF/National Research Council 
For: Current college seniors.
Terms: $12,300 annually plus up to $6,000 tuition and fees for 
three years for students pursuing graduate study in the sciences, 
engineering, medicine, dentisty, and veterinary medicine. 
Application procedure: Direct application by student.
Deadlines: Applications due November 13.

National Science Foundation Minority 
Graduate Fellowships
Sponsored by: NSF/National Research Council 
For: Current college seniors of American Indian, Black, His
panic, Native Alaskan, or Native Pacitic Islander background. 
Terms: $12,300 annually plus up to $6,000 tuition and fees for 
three years for minority students pursuing graduate study in the 
sciences, engineering, medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medi
cine.
Application procedure: Direct application by student.
Deadlines: Applications due November 13.

Ford Foundation Doctoral Fellowships for 
Minorities
Sponsored by: Ford Foundation/National Research Council.
For: Current college seniors of American Indian, Black, His
panic, Native Alaskan, or Native Pacific Islander background. 
Terms: $10,350 annually plus up to $6,000 for tuition and fees for 
up to three years of graduate study in the humanities, social and 
behavioral sciences, engineering, mathematics, or physical and 
biological sciences.
Application procedure: Direct application by student.
Deadlines: Applications due November 13.

Detailed information and applications are 
available through the University Honors 

■*^°G Program, Room 103 of the Academic 
Bldg.

2.50 ADMISSION
1. Any Show Before 3 PM
2. Tuesday - All Seats
3. Mon-Wed - Local Students With 

Current ID s
4. Thur - KORA “Over 30 Nite"

•DENOTES DOLBY STEREO

MANOR EAST 3
Manor East Mall 823-8300

Auto Liability Insurance
from 1500 per month 

Texas State Low Cost Insurance
3202 S. Texas (across from Walmart)

775-1988

LIKE FATHER LIKE SON pg-13 1$
•HELLRA1SER r
BIS TOWN r

You name it... 
we'll engrave it!

Engraved nameplates and badges are 
distinctive, easy to read and durable.

We engrave on metal or plastic, in a wide 
range of contrasting colors, sizes and shapes.

For beauty, clarity 
and permanence, 
engraving stands 
alone. Let i 
show you.

PLAZA 3
226 Southwest Pkwy 693-2457
•FATAL ATTRACTION r

* STAKEOUT r

•THE PICK-UP ARTIST i
9:40

H
SCHULMAN 6

2002 E. 29th 775-2463
BACK TO THE BEACH pg 9:50

NO WAY OUT r

$ DOLLAR DAYS $
REVENGE OF THE NERDS II pg-u 
‘BEVERLY HILLS COP II r
DRAGNET pg-i3 15
LABAN BA pg-is l8

in the Skaggs Center
846-2376

More than Just a Trophv Store

Call
Battalion Classified 

845-2611

i

One Topping 
£Thin Crust Pizza

Free Delivery 
846-0379 

Best Pizza in Town | 
Northgate

$5” I
Free Delivery *§ 
846-0379

Best Pizza in Town I 
Northgate

$499 ITK + tax j|

The Student Y Association
Presents

T-CAMP ’88
An Orientation Experience for Transfer Students

Applications for:
Director, Associate Director and Assistant 
Directors

Available at the Student Y Office - Rm 210 
2nd Floor - Pavilion 
Due Monday, October 12,1987

i" ■ ■
caImp

wmm
For More Info Call- 

Student Y Office: 845-0690
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DIAMONDS

Largest Stock in Area

roundI
Our Price Our Price

2.87 $8275 .78 $1095
2.05 $7280 .75 $950
2.04 $4850 .75 $1145
2.03 $4785 .73 $1175
2.02 $7650 .72 $1145
2.01 $5675 .71 $1045
1.83 $2900 .71 $895
1.55 $3675 .70 $775
1.26 $2525 .69 $760
1.17 $1395 .67 $815
1.16 $1345 .65 $975
1.10 $2250 .63 $715
1.08 $1975 .62 $775
1.06 $2375 .61 $715
1.02 $2685 .59 $930
1.00 $1950 .57 $695
1.00 $1345 .55 $865
.96 $896 .54 $695
.87 $1275 .50 $795
.84 $1025 .48 $695
.80 $995 .20 $165

.10 $63

.05 $35

This is only a partial listing.
30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE (excluding lay-a-ways, labor & 
mounting)

Wehavea wide selection of fine Jewelry.

c:.
A -r A

404 University Dr. East • College Station • 846-8905
Since 1958 one of Texas’ oldest Rare Coin Dealers

Store Hours: Mon-Frl 9am-5:30 pm Sat S-3 pifi 
Behind SheUenbergcra


