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Cut

regular price 
Girls sh/cut $16°° 
Guys sh/cut $13°°

846-HAIR
3910 Old College Rd., Bryan Appts Preferred

Dr. K. Ragupathi
is happy to announce the opening of 
his office for the practice of gas
trointestinal and liver diseases.

(Diseases of the stomach, colon, liver and pancreas)

2701 OSLER BLVD., BRYAN
OFFICE HOURS MOH.-FRI. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
OFFICE: 774-7666 AFTER HOURS: 775-3133

Dlplomate American Board of Internal Medicine flr Gastroenterology

Now In Culpepper Plaza

Clearance
SALE

•Dresses! Casual & Dressy 
•Formats! Long & Tea 
•Jumpsuits! Casual & Evening 

From $19-$69
Open Weeknights til 7 pm 764-8289

Nightly
Drink
Specials

8-10 pm
Thursday:
50€ Coronas
Friday:
FREE LONG ISLAND TEAS
Saturday:
FREE RUSSIAN LEMONADES
509 University 846-1023

Chimney Hill 
Bowling Center Inc.
"A Family Recreation Center"

Phone: 260-9184

Open Bowl 
With Us 

On
Weekends

Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5:30 pm Saturday 10 am to Close 
8:30-Close & Sunday 12pm to Close

&
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Texas farm grows 
flowers to combat 
effects of cancer

McALLEN (AP) — On 900 acres 
of McAllen farmland, Dick Wiese- 
han grows onions, cantaloupes and 
lots of greens.

It’s what he grows on his other 
100 acres, however, that makes Wie- 
sehan Farms unique.

Along with his son Roger, Wiese- 
han grows lots of purple — Mada
gascar periwinkle, a slender, star- 
like flower used in the manufacture 
of cancer-combating drugs.

Of the medicinal properties of the 
periwinkle, Dr. Ian Scott, Texas 
A&M distinguished professor of 
chemistry, said, “It’s an old discov
ery.”

Folk medicinists have used peri
winkles as remedies for various dis
eases for centuries.

In the 1950s, Scott said, scientists 
discovered that the extract of the 
tropical periwinkle has some "very 
good properties for reducing tu
mors in mice.”

After initial experiments, drugs 
from the plant were purified for hu
man use.

When given to patients, the ex
tracts caused the aisappearance of 
certain forms of leukemia and “were 
quite useful in treating human solid 
tumors,” Scott explained.

Periwinkles, or Vinca rosea, are 
grown throughout the Rio Grande 
Valley.

Wiesehan, a Valley farmer since 
1943, says he’s always had a reputa
tion for “specialty items,” and was 
asked 15 years ago by a pharmaceu
tical company about growing the 
plants.

The first year, he took a chance 
and planted about five acres to see if 
Valley soil would be favorable to the 
production of the chemical com
pounds valued in treating certain 
forms of cancer.

The plants are valued for the 
chemical compounds vincristine sul
fate and vinblastine sulfate.

Vinrristine, which is marketed as

the drug Oncovin, is used primarily 
in combination with other drugs. It 
has been used in the treatment of 
several forms of cancer, particularly 
leukemia.

Vinblastine, marketed as Velban, 
is primarily used in the treatment of 
Hodgkin’s disease.

The biochemistry of the drugs still 
is being investigated.

Vincristine sulfate and vinblastine 
sulfate arrest cell division at a crucial 
stage, although scientists still don’t 
know how or why this happens.

Dr. John Laszlo, vice president of 
research with the American Cancer 
Society in New York, referred to vin
cristine as a "landmark drug."

"Vincristine made it possible to 
obtain complete remission for chil
dren with acute leukemia for the 
first time," he said.

Scott said despite the plant’s use
fulness, periwinkle cultivation and 
production currently is relatively un
wieldy.

“Unfortunately, the tropical peri
winkle makes very small amounts of 
this drug,” Scott said

His research is directed at making 
the production of cancer-combatting 
substances “a more efficient proc
ess,” he said.

“It’s a very slow business and very 
complicated,” he said.

For the past 20 years, Scott has 
been researching the genetic struc
ture of the plants, trying to under
stand the biochemistry “that will 
turn on these good genes for making 
these drugs.”

He says his research, which is 
sponsored by the National Institute 
of Health and the American Cancer 
Society, won’t put Wiesehan out of 
business, but some day will possibly 
provide him with a genetically al
tered strain of the periwinkle.

Meanwhile, Wiesehan continues 
to corner a unique niche in a unique 
market.
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Valid: Noon today

Sunset Today: 7:10 p.m. 

Sunrise Friday: 7:18 a.m.

Map Discussion: The Great Lakes area will have cloudy, cool and rainy 
weather, while the rest of the nation enjoys fair and mild conditions of 
the high pressure system, with an exception in southern Florida where 
showers will persist.

Forecast:
Today. Fair and mild with a high temperature of 82 degrees and 
northeasterly winds of 7 to 12mph.
Tonight: Fair and cool. Light northeasterly winds and a low 
temperature of 52 degrees.

Friday. Continued fair and mild with the high temperature in the low 
to mid 80s and east-northeasterly winds near 10 mph.

Weather Fact: Heat balance: The equilibrium that exists on the average 
between the radiation received by the earth and atmosphere from the 
sun, and that emitted by the earth and atmosphere.

Equatorial regions receive more energy from the sun than they are 
able to radiate, while higher latitudes receive less. The excess of heatis 
carried from low' latitudes to higher latitudes by atmospheric and 
oceanic circulations and is radiated there.

Prepared by: Charlie Brenton 
Staff Meteorologist 

A&M Department of Meteorology

Representatives contrast beliefs 
of religions for MSC Great Issues

By Doug Driskell
Staff Writer

It is unfortunate the conflict in 
the Middle East is labeled a holy war, 
a representative for the Islamic faith 
said Wednesday night in Rudder 
Theater.

“Literally the Jihad means strug
gle for central justice,” said Dr. Steve 
A. Johnson, executive vice president 
of American Islamic College in Chi
cago, at a comparative religions pro
gram offered by MSC Great Issues 
and the Muslim Student Association.

“Whenever there are people be- 
dlling oppressed they will have to 

zele to ovestruggle to overcome that kind of 
oppression,” he said. “If you take a 
look at Jihad, the conditions for the 
use of force are very close to the tra
ditional Roman Catholic doctrine of 
the just war theory where there are 
severe limitations on the just inter
ment of war and equally severe limi
tations on the actual use of force 
within the war.”

The Islamic faith opposes the in
tervention of outside forces, he said.

“The situation today is not to es
tablish peace in that region, but to 
force people to accept one idealo- 
logy over another idealology,” John
son said.

Another speaker, Dr. Carrin 
Dunne, said sometimes Christianity 
has ignored the beliefs of others in 
the period of intense missionary 
work. She believes people should be 
offered the Christian faith and 
should choose for themselves.

Dunne, a lecturer in religious 
studies at Rice University, com
mented on the role of religion in sci
ence and technology.

“As science and technology in
crease, our ethical responsibility in-

Photo by Robert IV. Rizto

Dr. Steve A. Johnson speaks on Islamic thoughts 
and beliefs at the comparative religions program 
presented in Rudder Theater Wednesday night 
by MSC Great Issues. Other religions that were

represented at the program were Christianity and 
Judaism. The program was moderated by Dr. 
Richard W. Stadelmann, assistant professor of 
humanities at Texas A&M.

creases, too,” she said. “What the 
growth of science and technology 
does is it expands the realm of reli- 

because it offers new chal-gion,
lenges, questions and responsibili
ties.”

Rabbi Lawrence Jackofsky, re
gional director for the Union of

American Hebrew Congregations, 
said scientitic knowledge for human 
benefit is important.

“In Judaism, things are open to 
scrutiny,” he said. “T he Sabbath laws 
can be broken to save a life. That 
takes precedence over anything el-

There are limits to this technoiof 
ical gain, he said.

“As technology progresses there 
must be a moral voice to speak oui 
when technology goes too far,”' 
said. “Science and religion from the 
Jewish point of view do notconilid 
at all, but go hand in hand.”

*#”STORM THE GR0VE!!%
TEXAS TECH YELL PRACTICE 

THURSDAY OCT. 1 7 P.M. 
AT THE GROVE

LOOKOUT LUBBOCK* 
BEAT THE HELL OUTTA 

TEXAS TECH!

Prepared for the future. 
Yours and ours.
ARCO is meeting the challenges of today's petroleum Industry 
through creative engineering and a drive for excellence. Coupled 
with the largest domestic liquid reserve base in the industry, our 
quest to be the best has prepared us for a bright future.

We invite you to investigate making our future yours when our 
representatives are on campus. Please contact your placement 
office for details.

ARCO Oil and Gas Company

ARCO Alaska, Inc.
Divisions of AtlanticRichfieldCompany 

An Equal Opportunity Employer M/F
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