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Brownsville mayor gets light sentence for perjury
BROWNSVILLE (AP) — Mayor Emilio 

Hernandez received the lightest possible 
sentence on an aggravated perjury convic
tion Monday after he testified that his legal 
problems had ruined his used-car busi
ness.

Hernandez, 56, was found guilty Thurs
day of lying under oath before a grand 
jury during a probe of alleged city govern
ment corruption.

He was sentenced to two years’ proba
tion and not fined.

The mayor said that since he came un
der investigation last year by the Texas 
Rangers and Cameron County Attorney’s 
office, his automobile and real estate busi
nesses have suffered.

“For the past eight months, I don’t think

I’ve sold more than five cars out of my lot,” 
Hernandez said.

Hernandez said before the sentence was 
announced, he accepted the jury’s guilty 
verdict.

“But I would like them to consider giv
ing me probation so I could continue on 
with my life,”he said.

He appeared relieved after receiving 
the probated sentence, but declined com
ment.

Special prosecutor Sharon MacRae said 
she recommended the probated sentence 
because of the mayor’s clean record and 
history of community service.

“I don’t feel that this is a case where any 
ends of justice would necessarily be served 
by sending this man to prison,” MacRae

told the jury during the sentencing hear
ing.

Hernandez faced up to 10 years in 
prison and a $5,000 fine on the felony con
viction.

Defense attorney Rey Cantu said he 
plans to appeal the conviction.

An attorney with the Elections Division 
of the secretary of state’s office in Austin 
said the mayor apparently can remain in 
office until all appeals have been ex
hausted.

Hernandez has not filed for re-election 
in Brownsville’s Nov. 3 mayor’s race.

Cantu successfully fought prosecutors’ 
efforts to move the perjury trial and a 
bribery trial still pending against the 
mayor to another county.

MacRae had contended the state could 
not get a fair trial because of Hernandez’s

influence in Cameron County.
Hernandez testified Monday that his fi

nances were much better before he was 
elected mayor in 1979.

“I’ve neglected my business by taking 
care of the city, but that’s a commitment I 
made,” Hernandez said in the first time he 
testified during the trial.

He said he wanted to take the stand ear
lier, but his attorneys advised against it.

Hernandez was charged with perjury 
after he voluntarily testified before the 
grand jury in its probe of alleged bribery 
in city contracting and other allegations.

The jury found that he lied under oath 
by telling investigators that he did not per
sonally pay for billboards used in the un
successful 1985 re-election campaign of 
former City Commissioner Jesse Sloss.

His case suffered when defense witness 
Hortencia Sloss, wife of the former com
missioner, testified that Hernandez told 
her to put the wrong names in a campaign 
finance report after he lost the list or con
tributors for the advertising.

Sloss said she filed the incorrect report 
because she was in a hurry to meet the re
port’s filing deadline after the 1985 elec
tion.

Hernandez was listed in the report as 
one of four people who gave $985 for the 
billboards, but testified before the grand 
jury that he gave no more than $200.

He said Monday that he never told Sloss 
to falsify the report, but had forgotten to 
tell her the name of one more person who 
had helped raise money for the advertis
ing.

Former director enrolls nursing- home residents in school
CORSICANA (AP) — A former 

nursing home activity director said 
she enrolled residents in Navarro 
College course without their knowl
edge and said other homes may 
have done the same.

“I feel ashamed,” Alice Bell, who 
/orked for several nursing homes 
h Navarro and Ellis counties, told 
tie Corsicana Daily Sun.

“We had to have 15 people 
sgned up or the classes wouldn’t 
ireet,” she said.

Bell said some of the residents 
w<re too confused to understand 
th:y were being enrolled in college.

Bell said she didn’t realize what 
they were doing was wrong.

Meanwhile, the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board be
gan its investigation Monday into 
the allegations that nursing home 
residents in those counties were en
rolled in college courses without 
their knowledge.

Dale Campbell, commissioner of 
Junior Colleges and Technical In
stitutes, said state auditors also are 
planning to visit Navarro College 
and begin their investigation later 
this week.

About 13 Ellis and Navarro

county nursing homes are believed 
to have enrolled residents in 
courses to be held in the homes, of
ficials said.

The homes were then to receive 
a fee for the use of their buildings.

College fiscal records show the 
nursing homes paid the tuition.

The nursing homes also were 
paid a building fee that left them a 
profit.

Waxahachie’s Renfro Nursing 
Home, where the practice was first 
discovered, paid $800 tuition and

received a $965 building-use fee for 
the fall semester of 1984, said Dar
rell Raines, vice president for fi
nance at Navarro College.

Other nursing homes made over 
$1,500 for one semester of classes, 
he said.

College administrator Dale Moe, 
says the nursing home program was 
his idea.

Bell says Moe recruited nursing 
home activity directors who were 
likely to offer the program.

The activity directors partici
pated in the program because it

would allow them to fulfill state 
regulations which require that activ
ities be offered every morning and 
afternoon in the home, Bell said.

“All we were told was that we had 
to get their name, address and so
cial security number,” Bell said.

“The resident’s physical or men
tal condition was never mentio
ned,” she said.“I thought every
body in the nursing home was 
eligible.”

She said she is furious at college 
officials who have blamed the prob
lems in the program on nursing

home activity directors and instruc
tors.

Navarro College had 680 people 
over age 51 enrolled in the fall se
mester of 1984.

The number of people over 51 
fell to 60 in 1985 when tne program 
was eliminated.

“We always looked on them as ac
tivities, not college courses,” Bell 
said.

“When it was going on I was 
thrilled, but now I am so ashamed,” 
she said.“I want tojust sit down and 
cry.”
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Before you decide which scientific to buy 
take this short course in economics.

Casio solar scientific calculators.
With these three calculators, Casio 

continues to give students and profes
sionals the most features and functions 
jor the fewest dollars.

Lesson 1: Our FX-451M gives you 
132 total functions, including binary, 
octal and hexadecimal calculations and 
conversions. At the touch of a key, it 
provides you with 13 commonly used 
physical constants like the speed of light, 
Planck’s constant and atomic mass. It 
gives you 16 metric conversion functions 
too, as well as a 10 digit display with 10 
digit mantissa plus 2 digit exponent for 
greater accuracy.

And because the fruits of your hard 
work are worth saving, we’ve added a 
feature called Solar Plusm. Not only 
does it let you work in low—or no—light 
situations, it keeps the memory function
ing, even with the power off.

Lesson 2: Our less expensive 
FX-115M also features Solar Plus and a 
10 digit display with 10 digit mantissa 
plus 2 digit exponent. It offers you 105 
functions, including statistics and com
puter math calculations, and it even 
calculates fractions.

Both our FX-451M and FX-115M 
come with a handy, comprehensive 
application book.

Lesson 3: Our most economical 
solar scientific, the FX-300, boasts 7i 
functions, an accurate 8 digit display 
with 6 digit mantissa plus 2 digit expo
nent. It features statistics, permutations 
combinations and convenient engineer
ing notation.

Before you take Science 1 or 1001, 
take a lesson in economics from Casio’s 
FX-451M, FX-115M, and FX-300. You’lf 
be amazed, not just by how much they 
can do, but by how little they’ll do it for.

CASIO.
Where miracles never cease

Casio, Inc. Consumer Products Division: 570 Mt. Pleasant Avenue, Dover, NJ 07801 (201) 361-5400


