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A&M announces 
choice for dean 
of business college

By Melanie Perkins
Staff Writer

Texas A&M announced the ap- 
»intment of a new dean of business 
idministration Tuesday.

Dr. A. Benton Cocanougher, se- 
lior vice president and provost at 
he University of Houston since 

will take over the position 
rom interim dean Dr. Donald Hel- 
riegel no later than August 1, Hel- 
riegel said.
Hellriegel, a member of the A&M 

acuity since 1975, took the position 
rom Dr. William H. Mobley in Au- 
ust of 1986, when Mobley was 
amed deputy chancellor of the 
'exasA&M University System. 
Hellriegel said he is looking for- 

iard to being a professor of man- 
gement again, and did not consider 
imself a candidate for the 
canship.
Cocanougher was dean of the Col- 
ge of Business Administration at 
louston from 1976 to 1985. He also 
;rved as chairman and professor of 
remarketing department at Hous-

Photo by Robert Riut

August 1, says 
facilities.

and one 'Leaving 
tits’ sign.” 
e confiscated arti- 
t had been kept in 
perty room, was 
the Athletic De

lay.

sbill
pay

nt, plus interest,

mg considered tfd 
tv to allow a iudffi) 
at would be 
ig an appeal, am 
iximum limit 
tnds.

II won't 
treet
ilso said law enfo® 
would be

operly useahandg® 
ed on the indivi*

Wednesday, April 29, 1987/The Battalion/Page 5

ton from 1975 to 1976 and as grad
uate programs director and associate 
professor of the Houston’s business 
administration college from 1973 to 
1975.

Cocanougher said he was pleased 
to be named dean.

“I think A&M has an excellent 
business program,” he said. “I think 
it has the opportunity in the next 
few years to emerge and be recog
nized as one of the very best in the 
country.”

He said he thinks the A&M busi
ness program is on the right track.

“I hope to work with the faculty 
and keep it (College of Business Ad
ministration) going the way it should 
and help it get the recognition it de
serves,” Cocanougher said.

Hellriegel said he feels good 
about the decision to hire Coca
nougher as dean.

“He has all the skills and experi
ences in dealing effectively with all 
of the groups internal to a university 
as well as those external,” he said. 
“His track record is magnificent.”

center
ives handicapped 
lope for ‘normal life1

By Kimberley Roddy
Reporter

A Texas A&M professor fell 
Jeep while driving home from 
ustin in September of 1981, result- 
igin a tragic accident that changed 
is life. Medical professionals said 

Larry Thurston would never be 
jletowalkor talk again.
The A&M professor of 15 years 
id director of the electron-micro- 
;opy lab was a candidate for the 
ursine home. He received serious 
ain damage, had no movement on 
icright side of his body, developed

They all have patience 
nd tolerance toward all 
if us. ... I’d he nothing 

M vithout my therapists. 
1& fhey made me a working 

wman being again. ”
-Dr. Larry Thurston, re- 
ubilitation patient and 

former A&M professor
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contractures (inablity to move 
om a tightened position) and 
[eighed 98 pounds when he awoke 
om a 4-month coma in early 1982. 

... , . ■ Now he goes to rehabilitative the-
s,ik i ie ur en |pytjjree days a week at the Brazos 
moral character arf|'1{ey Rehar5ilitation Cemer in

ryan. The center is a non-tax sup- 
orted treatment center that helps 
inpatients overcome physical hand-

ible, a person woij Since Thurston came to the center 
'efsofagean ar lJune ^ he has learned tQ

(ii six nion s leak understandably, sit in a wheel- 
e to be of sound m® ■ , . 1 ■ , u ■ ie„al .,1;^., or habitil lair and has regamed physical 
^ ‘ fovement, with a little difficulty

irsisting in his right hand and arm. 
“The rehabilitation center has 

one a wonderful job,” says the 47- 
tar-old Thurston. “You should 
ave seen me five years ago. I could 
onothing.”
Last October, Thurston received 

lie National Easter Seal Society Ga- 
ititry Award, which is awarded to 
lie Texas citizen who has done the 
lost to overcome a handicap, 
hurston has surpassed nearly all 
mitations medical professionals ex
acted him to have with his strong 
ielf-modvation, and with the help 
rom his family and the rehabilita- 
lon center.
Jim Thompson, executive direc- 

jor of the center, says, “The main 
goal of the center is to help individ
uals with physical handicaps reach 
Mr maximum recovery potential, 
irst, we try to eliminate the disablity 
Itogether. If we are incapable of 
liminating the disablility, we try to 
ase or alleviate it. If the patient is 
lermanently disabled, we train him 
olive with the disability the best he 
an.”
The center, located between St. 

oseph and Humana hospitals, 
treated 1,497 patients last year. This 
(ear it is expected to exceed this 
ilinount because 904 patients already 
kave been treated in the past seven 
kionths, Thompson says.

The center’s only financial sup
port is through patient fees and con- 
ributions, yet it offers financial as- 
istance to patients with economic 
iroblems. Donations from individu- 
Isand fund-raisers, such as the Eas- 
er Seal Telethon, which raised 
54,000 in March, constitute the 

largest percentage of funds.
The center, with 26 staff mem- 

*rs, offers a team approach to reha- 
lilitation. Physicians, therapists and 
counselors make up the team, which 
Oeets every 60 days to evaluate each 
patient’s progress.

The center provides services in 
hysical, occupational and speech

if
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therapy, in addition to offering au
diology and social-psychological 
services. The team develops a pro
gram, using whichever services are 
needed, to help individuals reach 
their maximum potential.

Physical therapy is aimed at 
strengthening muscles and gaining 
endurance to achieve maximum mo
bility. Rehabilitaiton includes exer
cises and activities to prevent, cor
rect, improve and alleviate physical 
disablities.

Occupational therapy helps peo
ple become more functional in daily 
activities such as eating, dressing and 
homemaking. The center has a spe
cially equipped bathroom and 
kitchen area to teach patients these 
skills vital to everyday living.

Thurston, who undergoes physi
cal, occupational and speech the
rapy, says he can dress himself, vac
uum the house and wash dishes. His 
overall goal is to be independent in 
walking and standing, says his occu
pational therapist, Debbie McMillin.

The physical and occupational 
therapy departments must have a 
physician’s referral for a patient to 
receive treatment. But the speech 
pathology and audiology depart
ments will take patients by self-refer
ral.

Evaluations for anyone having 
difficulty with expression or having 
difficulty understanding words of 
others are provided by the speech 
pathology department. The speech 
pathologist also helps people with 
defects from strokes, head injuries 
and cerebral palsy regain commu
nicative skills.

The audiology department tests 
hearing acuity for problems and 
provides services such as hearing 
screening, lip reading and hearing 
device information.

Thurston, unable to talk, was very 
hostile, frustrated and angry when 
he arrived at the the center, says his 
physical therapist, Dee Dee Hodges.

He went through behavior mod
ification in the social-psychological 
department to help him cope with 
his problems. This department’s 
goal is to help the patient and his 
family adjust to the illness or disabil
ity and aid in the eventual re-estab
lishment of a productive lifestyle.

The teamwork program develops 
when the therapists from these de
partments work closely with the phy
sicians and establish goals with the 
patients.

One goal that Thurston reached 
last summer was that of lecturing 
again. He wrote a 15-minute speech 
that he has given at several local 
service clubs about his accident and 
his successful rehabilitation.

He also has another personal goal 
set for January 1988. Thurston, who 
says he used to be the best dancer in 
his class, plans to dance with his wife, 
Lynn, on their twenty-fifth wedding 
anniversary.

Most people base the success of 
the rehabilitation program at the 
center on the relationship between 
the staff and the patients.

Thompson says, “The staff is very 
caring, and it tries to meet the needs 
of the patients.”

Frances Tieman, executive secre
tary, says the team therapy is great.

“The girls (therapists) are so un
derstanding, warm and kind,” Tie- 
man says. “They’re excellent with 
the patients.”

Thurston says the staff at the cen
ter is fascinating.

“They all have patience and toler
ance toward all of us,” Thurston 
says. . . I’d be nothing without my 
therapists. They made me a working 
human being again.”
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