
/uaruunr-----

"Greatest Hits"
The Boomtown Rats 
Columbia Records 
★★★★

It’s hard to imagine 
calling a Boomtown Rats 
album “Greatest Hits. ” 
Despite 10 years of 
popularity in England, the 
band never cracked the 
Top 40 in America. The 
album ought to be called 
“Greatest Songs.”

The Rats deserve a 
good “Greatest Songs” 
album for two reasons: 1) 
They put out several great 
songs, and 2) Those great 
songs were surrounded 
by several not-so-great 
songs on the band’s 
albums.

Forget about the 
band’s publicity stunts, 
like sending dead rats to 
radio stations to inspire 
DJs to play their records. 
Forget about the band’s 
flamboyant leader, Bob 
Geldof. Look at the 
band’s music. It was 
spotty, directionless, 
random, snotty, 
pretentious and 
obnoxious, but 
occassionally brilliant.

With the exception of 
1978’s “A Tonic for the 
Troops” album, the band

never released a whole 
album of worthwhile 
material. Each album 
contained a couple of 
songs that shined like 
diamonds in a garbage 
heap. That’s why a 
“Greatest Songs” album 
was needed to take those 
diamonds out of the 
garbage and present them 
in their full splendor. 
“Ratrospective, ” a six- 
song EP released in 1983, 
was too short to do the 
job properly.

Of course, “Greatest 
Hits” contains the 
masterpiece “I Don’t Like 
Mondays,” from the 1979 
“The Fine Art of 
Surfacing” album.
“House on Fire,” from the 
1982 “V Deep” album, 
and the reggae-sounding 
“Banana Republic,” from
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the 1981 “Mongo 
Bongo” album, are also 
included. These three 
songs mark the high 
points of the Rats’ career.

The Springsteen-ish 
“Joey’s on the Streets 
Again, ” was originally 
included on both “The 
Boomtown Rats,” their 
first album, released in 
1977, and on the 
American version of “A 
Tonic for the Troops. ” 
“She’s So Modem, ” a hot 
and trashy dance number, 
and the anthemic “Rat 
Trap” also come from “A 
Tonic for the Troops. ”

The playfully sexy — 
and sexist — disco 
number from the “V 
Deep” album, “Skin on 
Skin, ” would be awful if 
taken seriously. “Never in 
a Million Years,” also

from “V Deep. ” is a sweet 
song uncharacteristic of 
the Rats’ image. “Up All 
Night” and “Elephants 
Graveyard” stand 
alongside “Banana 
Republic” as the only 
reasons to buy “Mongo 
Bongo. ”

Now that all these 
songs are on one album, 
you don’t have to waste 
money buying any 
Boomtown Rats album, 
except “A Tonic for the 
Troops. ” The only thing 
wrong with “Greatest 
Hits” is that it doesn’t 
include “Lucky” or “Hard 
Times, ” the only good 
songs from “In the Long 
Grass, ” the Rats’ final 
album.

—Review by Karl 
Pallmeyer

Free Rent!
Helicopter Service 
Tb Class!
Indoor 
18 Hole Golf 
Course!

Get a grip, Redstone doesn’t have all 
that. Redstone DOES have the lowest 
rent on two bedroom apartments of any 
comparable complex in town. And with 
an annual lease you save even more. 
Redstone is less than a mile from cam
pus, on the shuttle bus route and near 
dozens of shops, banks and restaurants. 
Redstone has a volleyball-pool, new 
Jacuzzi with sun deck, security patrol 
and on-site maintenance.
No apartment complex gives you more 
than Redstone. (Even if we don’t give 
you a 27-story parking garage with valet 
service.)

Redstone
1301 Bartholow • 696-1848

Don’t 
Worry
when an accident 
or sudden illness 
occurs

CarePlus is open 
when you need them 
7 days a week 
with affordable 
medical care.

Pharmacy now open 7 days a week 
for your convenience

PCS Card accepted by Pharmacy

CarePlus^fit
Medical/Dental Center

696-0683
1712 S.W. Paricway • C.S. Open Sam - 8pm

(loon tnm Kroger Center)


