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:inal vote at A&M debate gives nod 
to English in official-language issue
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fowomir WasiJuk presents his case for an official language.

By Melanie Perkins
Staff Writer

The official vote was 176 for and 
82 against English being the official 
language of the United States. The 
event, held Wednesday night in the 
Memorial Student Center, was a par
liamentary debate sponsored by the 
Texas A&M Debate Society.

The debate opened with the the 
pro speaker, Slawomir “Swavick” 
Wasiluk, a graduate business student 
from Bialystock, Poland, who said 
that without an official language, in
tegrity of our cultural system, our 
educational system and our political 
system is threatened.

He said in the past, immigrants 
wanted to learn English, because 
they realized it was an essential tool 
for success in American society. But 
many more recent immigrants are 
not learning English.

“This creates conditions for cultu
ral collapse, because we don’t have a 
melting pot anymore — what we 
have is a salad bowl,” Wasiluk said.

He said elimination of bilingual 
education and bilingual ballots 
would cause people to learn to speak 
English faster and get into the main
stream of American life faster. He 
added that a constitutional amend
ment making English the official 
language would not abolish bilingual 
health services and would not apply 
to private businesses.

Roberto Interiano, a senior com
puter science major from San Salva
dor, El Salvador, took the con side.

"Adopting English as the official 
language is turning our backs to

many social problems — not solving 
them,” he said.

The United States should not 
adopt English as the official lan
guage, Interiano said, because there 
are many non-English speaking 
Americans, and because encourag
ing people to speak more than one 
language is beneficial.

He said it is important to remem
ber that California and Texas were 
once part of Mexico, and Spanish 
traditions, including the language, 
have been handed down from gen
eration to generation.

The debate then was opened to 
the audience, who attacked the sub
ject with gusto.

“There is nothing better than all 
of us being able to communicate 
with each other,” one pro speaker 
said.

A con speaker said making En
glish the official language would be 
like leaving people who could not 
understand English stranded, or like 
putting them in concentration 
camps, as the Nazis did to the Jews.

A pro speaker said having an offi
cial language does not preclude 
speaking or knowing other lan
guages.

“We have an official flower in our 
state — it’s called the bluebonnet,” 
she said. “But does that eradicate the 
Indian Paint? Does that get rid of all 
the zinnias and roses? No, it does 
not.”

A con speaker said he didn’t un
derstand what everyone was arguing 
about.

“I don’t see a problem here,” he 
said. “English is unofficially the offi
cial language of America.”

Student Senate OKs bills affirming traditions
By Christi Daugherty

Staff Writer

the final meeting of the spring semester, 
■ Student Senate passed two bills relating to 

^IVxis A&M traditions and one bill to improve 
■ige and dining facilities for the students and 
Hlty in the College of Veterinary Medicine, 
■he first bill deals with enforcing faculty ob- 

do thengnl ■ance Gf two specific traditions. Silver Taps 
hat someof md Muster.

^ Nicaragua j

The bill stated that since traditions like Silver 
Taps are usually scheduled for weeknights, and 
since it’s becoming increasingly popular for pro
fessors to schedule night exams, it’s necessary to 
take steps to protect these traditions.

Therefore, the bill recommends that faculty 
members refrain from scheduling exams on the 
same night as Muster and Silver Taps.

The other tradition bill passed formalizes the

Senate’s recognition of maroon and white as 
A&M’s official colors.

Susan Pollard authored this bill and said that 
though some found it unimportant, extensive re
search had disclosed no formal recognition of the 
colors.

The Senate also unanimously approved a bill 
supporting the Veterinary College’s request for 
more extensive lounge and dining facilities in or
der to adequately serve its students and faculty.

2 Dunn residents get 
opposite decisions 
from Judicial Board

By Curtis L. Culberson
Staff Writer

Residence Halls Judicial Board 
found one Dunn resident guilty of 
possessing stolen property and an
other innocent of being an accessory 
in a closed session after the two stu
dents marched out in the middle of 
hearing proceedings.

Supervisor of Student Judicial Af 
fairs Brent G. Paterson said immedi
ately after the March 10 hearing that 
he wasn’t sure what action would be 
taken against the two students, who 
said they probably would file a law
suit before prematurely leaving the 
hearing. Paterson added that he 
probably would consult with the 
University’s system attorneys before 
taking further action.

However, Judicial Board mem
bers went into a closed session after 
the hearing and found Donald 
Stroud guilty of knowingly posses
sing stolen door signs, memo boards 
and pens from Krueger and Mosher 
halls, and Joseph Skladal innocent of 
being an accessory to possession of 
stolen property.

Paterson said, “After talking to 
my supervisors and reviewing proce
dures from past situations, we felt 
the most appropriate thing to do was 
to follow the decision of the Judicial 
Board.”

Stroud was given the choice of 
hall probation for next fall’s semes
ter or a written reprimand and 20 
hours of community service. He said 
that although his grades have 
dropped sharply because of the situ
ation, he has filed for an appeal.

For Skladal, the six-week-long or
deal is over. Skladal and Stroud both 
were found innocent of damages 
and vandalism to Mosher and 
Krueger halls at a Feb. 10 judicial 
board hearing. Both students said 
they were shocked and angered 
when they received letters on Feb. 
24 stating new charges for the same 
incident.

Skladal said recharging them was 
double jeopardy because they had 
been found innocent at the original

hearing and given a verbal repri
mand for not turning in sooner the 
items that Stroud had found. Skladal 
also said there was vagueness in the 
charges and said he was singled out 
from other students who also knew 
Stroud had possession of the items.

Skladal attempted to address 
these issues at the March 10 hearing 
but repeatedly was told by the chair
man that a judicial board hearing 
was the wrong forum for these is
sues. Skladal and Stroud then 
walked out of the hearing without 
directly defending the possession 
and accessory charges.

Stroud said in the first hearing 
that he found the door signs, memo 
boards, and pens in a bag marked, 
“Courtesy of Aston” while studying 
in the Commons. He said it was un
just to be recharged and retried for 
something he had admitted to.

“We were guilty until proven 
guilty,” Stroud said. But Stroud was 
surprised that he was found guilty 
while Skladal wasn’t.

“It’s ironic because I thought they 
were trying to get at Joe (Skladal) 
through me,” he said.

Skladal said his hiring a laywer 
and the publicity the case got may be 
why he was found innocent.

Paterson said, “Those things 
would have no effect on a judicial 
board decision.”

Rick Turnbough, assistant south- 
side area coordinator, said his office 
was satisfied with the way the judicial 
board handled the situation.

Stroud said he would base his ap
peal on double jeopardy and selec
tivity of the possession charge. He 
said some of the items were in the 
possession of a Krueger resident and 
then were taken to a room in Dunn.

Paterson said a student can file an 
appeal either because he feels he is 
innocent, he feels the punishment is 
too harsh, or he feels due process of 
law was violated. Paterson said the 
appeal would be the proper time to 
air allegations of double jeopardy 
and vagueness and selectivity of 
charges.
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4r MSC OPERA and 
PERFORMING ARTS SOCIETY

Presents

CLASSICAL AND BROADWAY PERFORMANCES
AND

WE WANT YOU

WHO: ANYONE INTERESTED IN APPLYING
FOR THE OPAS STUDENT COMMITTEE

WHAT A MANDATORY NEW MEMBER
INFORMATION SESSION (IT IS ONLY 
NECESSARY TO ATTEND ONE SESSION)

WHEN AND WHERE:
MONDAY, MARCH 30,
ROOM 410 RUDDER TOWER 
AT 7:00 P.M. 

or
TUESDAY, MARCH 31,
ROOM 701 RUDDER TOWER 
AT 7:00 P.M.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 
SARA WALL 764-8279 OR 845-1515

f * f;

VSitJ&’Oob
V

vocal

H0f
URCHUStHECESi

mmm

Enter the “Diet Dr Pepper Personals Contest’
Diet Dr Pepper has a new look and a new 
improved taste, but only for the uniquely 
original! Along with one proof of purchase 
send us a photo, drawing or a written 
personal description of 25 words or less 
that reflects why you are the unique and 
original diet soft drink consumer that

Diet Dr Pepper is seeking. See Official 
Rules on the Entry Form at your local 
participating retailer’s Diet Dr Pepper 
display. Or write “Diet Dr Pepper Rules/ 
Entry Form,” PO. Box 1693, Young 
America, MN 55394 for a copy of 
the rules.

Throw your diet a curve ... new Diet Dr Pepper

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON/NO EXPIRATION DATE n
SAVE

on any 2-liter or 3-liter 
bottle or multi-pak of 
Diet Dr Pepper' or 
Diet Pepper Free/ Throw your diet a curve 

new Diet Dr Pepper

L
•Available in limited areas
® DR PEPPER, DR, and PEPPER are registered trademarks df Dr Pepper Company, Dallas. Texas 1987.

SAVE 35*
Mr Retailer: Dr Pepper will reimburse you the 
face value of this coupon plus 8C handling if 
you and the consumer have met the offer's 
terms. Void if prohibited, taxed, restricted, 
transferred, assigned, or coupon is reproduced, 
gang cut or mint condition. Consumer pays 
deposit and taxes. Cash value 1/20C.

ONE COUPON PER CONSUMER 
PURCHASE. REDEEM BY MAILING 
TO:
Dr Pepper 
P.O Box 730226 
El Paso, Texas 79973

54300 104534

_____________________I


