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mons — are arrived at objecti
vely by A&M business services. 
Location, size of rooms and 
other factors are considered 
when room rates are calculated, 
he said.

“We have a really efficient op
eration there,” Powell said. “We 
do our own maintenance — us
ing our own staff — rather than 
having to purchase it from the 
Physical Plant or anybody else. 
There is some economy in being 
able to do that.

“When the tuition rate is 
going up, as it has, then we feel 
an obligation in business services 
to keep the other expenses that a 
college student has down to the 
lowest possible point. We are

doing everything we can to hold 
these rates down, but we have no 
choice but to meet our expen
ses.”

All business services opera
tions, including food services, 
residence halls and student 
apartments, operate on the 
funds they receive from students 
or faculty for services rendered. 
There are no tax appropriations 
or subsidies for business serv
ices.

Powell says business services 
has been able to absorb rising 
operating costs for the past three 
years, but increasing utility

Erices and interest payments on 
onds will force rate increases.

Utilities will cost about 
$600,000 more this year than 
last year.

Utilities
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so long to complete because it is an 
immense and complex document in
cluding four contracts and covering 
400 pages.

Bardell said it’s hard to deal with 
utility companies because they al
ways request huge increases, expect
ing and hoping to get half what they 
ask for.

“They load in every expense they 
can possibly think of and hope they 
get 50 percent,” he said. “It’s an aw
ful practice and it would help if 
they’d be more honest.”

With GSU, though, it’s harder to 
tell if they really need the money. 
The company has threatened dire 
consequences if they don’t receive in
creases, saying that even the Texas 
rate increase won’t be enough if they 
don’t also get one in Louisiana.

The company’s troubles have 
been blamed on everything from

ontracts
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ed to capacity with students living 
" ■ ini study carrels, she says, but this 
| Bring there are about 41 vacancies 
^ in her dorm.

■“Students simply get tired of liv
ing on-campus and want a change,” 
Huies says. “Incoming freshman 

■11 probably fill any vacancies that 
are caused by the new policy.”

■Lydia Berzsenyi, a junior math- 
Miatics major, opposes the new pol-

icy. She says she has lx?en living on 
campus for two years and would like 
to spend her last two semesters living 
off-campus before she graduates 
next December.

“I am ready for some space of my 
own,” she says. “With this new policy 
I can’t move out next spring. I’ll ei
ther have to live off-campus for 
three semesters or put up with dorm 
life longer than I want to.”

Although moving off-campus in

the spring is discouraged by the new 
policy, room and residence hall 
changes still will be offered in the 
spring.

The housing cancellations dead
line has been extended from June 1 
to June 15 to give students more 
time to decide on the two-semester 
contract, Murray says. Students can 
cancel their dorm reservations until 
this date with no penalty.

corruption to bad management.
Bardell thinks the problems are 

mostly bad luck.
He traces the problems all the way 

back to the Carter administration’s 
decision to make the practice of bur
ning natural fuel for energy illegal. 
At that time, GSU got 90 percent of 
its power from natural fuel.

Shortly thereafter, the company 
converted to a mixture of coal and 
nuclear energy. Then nuclear en
ergy costs soared to all-time highs.

Later, when the company was 
providing energy to 70 percent of 
the petro-chemical plants along the 
Gulf Coast, the price of oil plum- 
metted to $ 10 a barrel, causing a ver
itable depression in that area.

“Now I ask you, is that bad man
agement?” Bardell asked. “It’s bad 
luck.”

He said the company lists its cash 
deficiency at $425 million annually. 
Even if the actual figure was half of 
that, as is often the case, it would still 
be significant.

The company stopped paying div
idends on their preferred stock last 
week and on their common stock 
two years ago, he said.

This all leads to the possiblity of 
the company going bankrupt if it 
doesn’t find funds and more credit 
sometime soon, Bardell said.

If GSU did file for Chapter 11, he 
said, the intervention of a federal 
judge into the matter could lead to 
rate hikes to all customers — includ
ing wholesale customers — since the 
federal government could circum
vent the PUCs of the states involved.
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Carol,
The Valentine of my heart 
(mind). On this very special 

day
Love, Your Friend For

ever 
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To Terry-Bear,
You’re a honey of a 

Valentine
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Because We Appreciate your 
continued patronage and sup

port, we have a special Valen
tine’s Day gift for you. 
With this ad, this Saturday 

Snly, from 9am-3pm, we will 
give away an extremely limited 
supply of

Charms FREE
s our way of saying thanks and 

Happy Valentine’s Day.

Texas Coin Exchange
404 University 
College Station 

846-8905 
Sat. 9am-3pm

Must Present This Ad

All you can eat 
Daily Specials 

1 0 p.m.-6 a.m.

All You Can Eat 
Buttermilk Pancakes

$1.99
Spaghetti and Meat Sauce 

with garlic bread
$2.99

*Must present this coupon
International House of Pancakes Restaurant 

103 N. College Skaggs Center
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Valentine’s 
Special

Give A Tan For Valentines
5 Sessions for $18.00 with this coupon 

valid thru Feb. 28

Mon-Fri
9-9

Sat 9-6 
Sun 1-6

4001 E. 29th Suite 109 268-8664 
Carter Creek Shopping Center
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Valentine Bash
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Saturday February 14th 
$1 off cover with this ad

All Ages Welcome 

For More Info: 764-2095
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