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'etroleum engineer grads 
rilling for job alternatives

K
entJ

By Tesslyn R. Mustain
Reporter

John Robert Rayne isn’t sure 
lhat he’ll be doing after gradua
tion in May. As a petroleum engi- 

?[eN| pering major be hopes, but 
jubts, that he’ll be working in 

lie oil industry right away.
I Rayne is one of many petro- 
Jum engineering students who 
live been forced to reevaluate 

| future plans in the wake of falling 
lit foil prices.

'tesi M A mail survey conducted each 
Bar by the Placement Center re- 
lorted 84 job offers for Decem- 

dlflbn 1985 and May 1986 petro
leum engineering graduates, as 

jfconipared to 158 offers reported 
for 1984-85 and 122 offers in 
j!)83-84.
I As a result of the shrinking 
larket for their skills, graduates 
entertain other job possibilities, 
■hey may work awhile in jobs un

related to oil, attend graduate 
be Shool or accept non-engineering 

■bs in the oil industry.
5 William N. Mosley, a visiting 
rs, ifMrofessor in the Department of 
di-Ktroleum Engineering, said this 
Ja good time for students to get 

li pore education.
“More students are going to 

giaduate school than at the 
height of the boom (during the 
■Os) simply because of the re
duced demand for students 
graduates),” he said.

Dr. William D. Von Gonten, 
head of the petroleum engi
neering department, said the 

Blasters program in petroleum 
pigineering has seen significant 
growth. This semester, about 100

students are enrolled as opposed 
to 25 five years ago, he said.

Von Gonten said students who 
don’t find jobs often choose this 
alternative while they wait for the 
economy to improve. Also, he 
said, oil is getting increasingly 
hard to find, so students with spe
cialized training and advanced 
degrees probably will do better in 
the job market.

He said graduates may also be
come “roustabouts,” those who 
work in non-engineering posi
tions in the oil industry.

He said roustabouts get good 
experience and can usually move 
into engineering jobs.

Mosley, however, said that 
while the total number of jobs has

Photo illustration by dreg Hailey

lessened, the number of students 
seeking these jobs also has de
clined; the class that will graduate 
in May is less than half the size of 
a senior class during the boom.

“Fewer applicants mean fewer 
that walk away unemployed,” he 
said.

He added that even though 
companies have fewer openings, 
salary levels have remained con
stant. Starting salaries for petro
leum engineers range from 
$33,000 to $38,000 per year — 
among the highest for any pro
fession, he said.

The oil industry will pick up, 
he said, but it will probably never 
boom again as it did in the ’70s.

Gulf shores 
plagued by 
toxic red tide

SOUTH PADRE ISLAND (AP) 
— A toxic red tide continued south
ward Thursday, leaving dead fish 
along deserted beaches and forcing 
tourists who complained of eye and 
throat irritation to stay away from 
the shore.

The red tide began near Galves
ton in late August and slowly has 
moved south. Thousands of fish 
have been killed by the heavy con
centration of marine micro-orga
nisms.

Officials in Corpus Christi, 120 
miles to the north, have been forced 
to close beaches to swimmers.

The Texas Health Department 
has suspended oyster harvests for 
300 miles of coast from San Louis 
Pass to the mouth of the Rio Grande 
because the organism that causes the 
toxic red tide builds up in shellfish, 
said Hector Herrera, regional engi
neer for the health agency in Har
lingen.

Small fish began washing ashore 
on beaches in this South Texas re
sort late Wednesday. Don Hocka- 
day, an educational assistant at the 
Pan American University’s coastal 
studies laboratory, said large fish can 
also be killed.

I he beaches were deserted 
Thursday afternoon as toxins from 
the the red tide caused people to 
complain of burning eyes, numbness 
of the mouth or extremities, and ir
ritation of the nose, throat or lungs.

“It’s bothering me,” said Emilio 
Morales of San Marcos, who was sit
ting by the pool of the Hilton Inn.

“I think it’s some kind of gas,” said 
Morales, who complained of an irri
tated chest and lungs. “I’m sick be
cause of this.”

$2.50 ADMISSION
(1) M-W-Students w/current ID
(2) TUE-Famlly Nlte-AII Seats
(3) THUR-‘Over 30‘ Night
(4) Any Show Before 3 PM

MANOR EAST 3
Manor East Mall

—..—823—
8300

STARTING FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24th
BLUE VELVET and TRICK OR TREAT

PLAZA 3
i Southwest Parkway

Mon.-Fri. 7:35 9:50 Sat. & Sun. 2:50 5:05 7:35 9:50

“Brilliant!”
- Marilyn Beck, CHICAGO TRIBUNE SYNDICATE

“A deeply romantic... and sexy love story. ”
- Peter Travers, PEOPLE MAGAZINE

Mon.-Fri. 7:25 9:45 Sat. & Sun. 2:45 5:05 7:25 9:45

BURT
LANCASTER 

KIRK 
DOUGLAS

DOLBY STEREO |*
N SELECTED THEATRES

© 1986 touchstone Pictures

Mon.-Fri. 7:20 9:40 Sat. & Sun. 2:40 5:00 7:20 9:40

STAND 
BY ME

Mon.-Fri. 7:30 9:50 Sat & Sun. 2:30 4:50 7:30 9:50

RUTHLESS
PEOPLE

..—a fRlesssi Iwfetai Hb

2002 , 
E. 29th i'; SCHULMAN 6 775jl

, 2463
Mon.-Fri. 7:30 9:50 Sat. &Sun^j30 5j0^j30 9j50 mmmm

WILLIAM HURT MARLEE MATLIN

fltildrenqfa 
Josser god

PARAMOUNT PICTURES PRESENTS A BURT SUGARMAN PRODUCTION 
A RANDA HAINES FILM CHILDREN OF A LESSER GOD PIPER LAURIE - PHILIP BOSCO 

Screenplay by HESPER ANDERSON and MARK MEDOFF Based on the Stage Play by MARK MEDOFF 
Produced by BURT SUGARMAN and PATRICK PALMER Directed by RANDA HAINES 

■p <t>. I comucm-© ISM BY PARAMOcm ncnntEs A PARAMOUNT PICTUREI\["Lit i’lZt'SK.V'* . CORPORATION. AU. RIGKTS RESERVED. ' .YIVV ILOJ.-I IV, Lrvij ,\\N

Mon.-Fri. 7:15 9:35 Sat. & Sun. 2:30 4:50 7:15 9:35

He's survived the most hostile and 
primitive land known to man. 

Now all he's got to do is 
l| make it through a week in New York.

PAUL HOGAN
is

ij A PARAMOUNT PICTURE .-'4ZF9
DfMUGHT© 1906 BY PARAMOUNT PtCTURES CORPORATION ‘.■T/
V ALL RIGHTS RESERVED *

DOLBY STEREO |

Avery dangerous
romance.

SlflPllMnDil
Slflll

* 1 SUM L:
r»r* 1T rrF’Th finiOOLBY STEREO
* tjr inseUcted theatofs „ ’

Mon.-Fri. 7:15 9:30 Sat. & Sun. 2:35 4:55 7:15 9:30

This is a corporation 
of businessmen.... 
Their business is war.

CODENAME : 
W1LPREESE

NEW WORLD PICTURES SB JESS
Ltm NEW WORLD nCTUREl AU RIGHTS ROCRvm ~

Mon.-Fri. 7:25 9:45 
| Sat & Sun. 2:45 5:00 7:25 9:45

TOM CRUISE

COMING FRIDAY, NOV. 7 
PAUL TOM
NEWMAN CRUISE

IN
THE

COLOR OF
MONEY

KKYS 105 AND SCHULMAN THEATRES PRESENT

DOLLAR DAYS
THIS WEEK WE HAVE THE FOLLOWING MOVIES FOR JUST A BUCKI

Mon.-Fri. 7:15 9:35
Sat & Sun. 2:15 4:45 7:15 9:35 dolby

ALIENS pg-13

Mon.-Fri. 7:25 9:55
Sat i Sun. 2:25 4:35 7:25 9:55

BACK TO SCHOOL pg-i3

Mon.-Fri. 7:20 9:45
Sat & Sun. 2:15 4:50 7:20 9:45

NOTHING IN COMMON

Mon.-Fri. 7:10 9:40
Sal & Sun. 2:10 4:40 7:10 9:40 dolby

KARATE KID II pq

The
Battalion
SPREADING 
THE NEWS

Since 1878
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SATURDAY & SUNDAY
AT PUTT THEATRES

FIRST MATINEE

Call Battalion Classified 845-2611
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