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PALACIOS (AP) — Several Texas 
A&M graduate students were up to 
their knees in muck as they slowly 
pulled a sveighted net along a nar
row ditch. A balding man dressed in 
a Mexican wedding shirt, slacks, 
watched the progress intently from 
the bank of the 33-acre pond, now 
drained dry except for the water- 
filled ditch being dredged by the stu
dents.

Silvery mullet leaped over the 
proceeding net, but that was OK. 
When the men reached the end of 
the section they were dredging, the 
net was pulled up to reveal the

prizes: five redfish averaging over 
two pounds.

It was a day of hectic activity on 
this normally quiet tract of land west 
of Palacios as landowners, investors, 
A&M students and others gathered 
to harvest this much sought-after 
fish.

The 2,000 acres of land owned by 
a trio of Houston businessmen is 
host to the only private redfish 
grow-out operation in the country, 
said Dr. Jack Castle Sr., one partner 
in the venture.

Castle talked enthusiastically of 
the project — a joint venture be

tween himself, partners Leslie Ap- 
pelt and Don Culwell and the A&M 
aqua-culture department — as he 
supervised the harvesting operations 
recently.

“Two years ago this started as a 
plaything rather than a business,” 
said Castle, who originally leased the 
Palacios land as a duck-hunting site. 
“From that point (the early redfish 
experiments) we were surprised as 
to what we were capable of doing . . . 
the growth of the fish was phenome
nal.”

Marine Extension Agent Willie 
Younger connected the investors

with the extension service’s aqua-cul
ture knowledge, as well as with the 
Texas Department of Parks and 
Wildlife, which supplied fry to stock 
the ponds; A&M; and the U.S. Soil 
Conservation Service, which aided in 
pond designs.

“Texas A&M provides the man
power and records the data. We pay 
salaries for the individual (managing 
the farm),” as well as the cost of 
building the ponds and feeding the 
fish, Castle said.

Though he declined to pinpoint 
the investment in the project, Castle 
did allow that overall costs over the

two years have exceeded one-half 
million dollars. Construction of a 
new 100-acre pond has been de
layed, said Castle, because of ex
penses incurred to comply with 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
permit rules.

Despite the current “in-the- 
red” status of the venture, Castle 
said the whole point of it is even
tually to make money. And the 
experimental nature of the pro
ject means that others can benefit 
from the mistakes of the Palacios- 
based enterprise, he said.
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OLLEGE LOANS - 100 Million dol- 
ar$ available for (guaranteed student 
oans). No interest while student in 
idtlege or vocational school. $25,000 

imum. Loans are made by Occi- 
tal Life Insurance Co. To find out 

}e about the Career Assistance 
please call 1-409-846-7886.
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$33.00per tense*
| ’Specialty Lenses Slightly Higher 
I CONTACTS FOR LESS, INC.

Denver 303/369-6027 
Toll Free 1-800-521-5101

"Quality Waterbeds, 
Inexpensive Prices"
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1805 S. College / 822-6248 £

Ifinditioner...................................99c
ll kit........................................... 2.99
Drain pump..................................2.99
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Aggie Voluntee, p. chKjt.................................. 2.99

" Stand-up liner...........................13.99
Jint sheets............................. 23.99

^Deluxe mattress.....................11.99
pdded side rails.................... 22.99
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$13995

EACH BED INCLUDES:

2 to Find us
eed us.

iHeadboard & frame 
iolid wood pedestal 

■Decking & fill kit 
■Sland-up safety liner

»Mattress with 15-yr. 
warranty

• Heater with 10-yr. 
warranty

mnnrnmmiimiiiiiiiiimiiiiimimiNinm

AAMCO

CAM
is in ourn( 

ility in
g 1987

Specializing in 
| STANDARD and 
AUTOMATIC trans
missions, CLUTCH, 
adjustments, and 

replacements
(Both foreign and domestic)

1215 Tx. Ave.
(at the bend in Tx. Ave.) 1 

Bryan 779-2626
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GREAT REASONS TO SHOP

♦Dillard’s
FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY

MISSES DRESSES MISSES PANTS PETITE SWEATERS CLUBHOUSE SWEATERS

75% Off
Reg. 50-164. Choose from long and 
short sleeve styles for dress or casual 
wear.

6.99
Reg. 13-40. Select from a wide variety 
of belted and non-belted styles in 
bright colors.

9.99
Special. Choose from a variety of 
pastel colors in these crewneck 
fashion sweaters by Chaus.

14.99
Reg. 38-64. Select group of tur
tlenecks, crewnecks, and vests from 
designer makers.

'

HAGGAR PANTS MISSES BLOUSES MISSES SKIRTS MISSES SWEATERS

14.99
Special. Choose from a variety of 
fashion colors in these belted pants.

14.99
Special. Choose from solid and print 
blouses in fashion styles.

17.99
Reg. 24. Choose from drop yoke or 
pleated styles in a variety of patterns.

19.99
Reg. 28-34. Choose from long and 
short sleeved styles in a variety of 
solids and patterns.

MISSES COORDINATES CLUBHOUSE SPORTSWEAR WARNER PANTIES FASHION JEWELRY

19.99
Reg. 30-36. These fashion coordin
ates from Cos Cob, available in cor
duroy and sail cloth.

50% Off
Reg. 36-98. Choose from pants, 
blouses and skirts.

4/9.99
Special. Choose from assorted colors 
in bikinis & briefs.

5.99
Reg. 12-20. Catherine Stein fashion 
wood in earrings, necklaces and ban
gles.

RED COBRA JEWELRY

50% Off
Reg. 10-35. Tiger print jewelry in pins, 
necklaces, and earrings.

ROUND-THE-CLOCK
HOSIERY

20% Off
Reg. 3-7.50. Choose from entire 
stock, including fashion colors 
and textures.

JUNIOR SWEATS

19.99
Reg. 25-30. Choose from long and 
short sleeve crewneck tops, banded 
bottoms in a variety of colors.

ESPRIT SEPARATES

25% Off
Reg. 28-45. Choose from graphic knit 
separates or fun dresswear.

YOUNG MEN’S T-SHIRTS MEN’S SLACKS MEN’S DRESS SHIRTS MEN’S SPORT SHIRTS

7.99
Special. O.P. and Hobie printed T’s in 
100% cotton.

9.99
Reg. 25-45. Choose from designer 
labels for casual and dress, sizes 
30-38.

9.99
Special. Choose from assorted colors 
and styles in these short sleeve dress 
shirts.

14.99
Reg. 20-37.60. These 100% cotton and 
poly-cotton blends available in 
solids and stripes.

MEN’S SLACKS MEN’S DRESS SHIRTS MEN’S SUNGLASSES BOY’S JEANS

14.99
taeg. 18-25. Choose from Levi’s cor
duroy or denim in button fly and 
straight leg.

14.99
Reg. 25-32.50. Choose from assorted 
styles from Dior, Hathaway and YSL.

50% Off
Reg. 10-20. Choose from metal and 
plastic frames.

9.99
Reg. 15-18. Choose from Levis 
straight leg and boot cut in student 
and regular fit.

.

BOY’S SWEATERS GIRL’S BUSTER BROWN
BEDSPREADS,
COMFORTERS THERMOS

9.99
Reg. 12.99-29.00. Choose from solids 
and stripes from Izod and others.

4.99
Reg. 8-10. Choose from pants, shirts, 
in a variety of styles sized 4-6X.

29.99
Special. Choose from many patterns 
and colors in polyester/cotton 
blends, in all sizes.

9.99
Special. Therminique 1 qt. thermal 
server in red, yellow & black.

STANDARD BED PILLOWS POSTER ART CERAMIC FRAMES FLOOR PILLOWS

2.99
Special. Polyester filled hypo
allergenic by Pillowtex. Queen 3.99. 
King 4.99.

9.99
Orig. 19.99. Assorted prints perfect 
for any decor.

7.99
Special. Choose from rectangular or 
oval styles in floral designs.

12.99
Special. These Haitian pillows in cot
ton/polyester available in assorted 
patterns.

shop Dillard's monday thru Saturday 10-9, Sunday 12:30-5:30; post oak mall, college station


