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Most common 
VD hitting A&M

By Daryn DeZengotita
Reporter

About seven Texas A&M students 
a day discover they’ve been infected 
by the country’s most prevalent sex
ually transmitted disease. It exhibits 
no symptoms, but can have devastat
ing effects.

In 1986, 4.6 million cases of chla
mydia will be diagnosed, yet it re
mains virtually unknown.

Dr. Claude Goswick, director of 
the A.P. Beutel Health Center said, 
“Without a doubt, this is the most 
commonly seen and treated sexually 
transmitted disease.”

Chlamydia traucomitis, also called 
nonspecific or non-gonococcal 
urethritis, is a urological disease. It 
attacks the reproductive system, of
ten exhibits no symptoms and can 
lead to painful pelvic inflammation, 
miscarriages and infertility.

According to the April 2 1 issue of 
Newsweek, the 4.6 million expected 
cases are more than twice the ex
pected cases of gonorrhea while the 
expected number of AIDS cases is 
15,000.

Studies of some college students 
show that the infection rate on cam
puses may be as high as 10 percent.

“This organism is not really a true 
bacteria or a true virus. It’s some
where in between,” Goswick said. “It 
is probably closer to bacteria in most 
of its characteristics. It happens, 
luckily, to be sensitive to tetracycline, 
a commonly used antibiotic.”

Dr. Eugene Washington, assistant 
to the director of the sexually trans
mitted disease unit at the Center for 
Disease Control in Atlanta, says chla
mydia has been ignored in the face 
of other diseases.

While he calls the public-health 
consequences of AIDS “tremen-
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transported at temperatures around 
300 degrees set it can be pumped, he 
said. It must be mixed with aggre
gate (small rocks), which has been 
heated to drive out moisture, he 
said.

Since 1975 scientists have experi
mented with sulfur-extended as
phalt for several reasons, Saylak 
said. Sulfur acts as a binder, com
pensates for low quality aggregate 
and is less expensive than asphalt, he 
said.

But sulfur also poses practical and 
safety problems. If it gets too cold, 
below 240 degrees, it can crystallize 
and solidify in storage tanks. If it 
gets too hot, above 310 degrees, it 
can give off toxic fumes.

Saylak said the pellets will be espe
cially useful in situations where 
roads must be laid quickly.

Lawsuit to halt TECAT grading hits snag
AUSTIN (AP) — A lawsuit to stop 

37 South Texas teachers’ compe
tency tests from being graded hit a 
snag Wednesday over the question 
of how to resolve broader legal chal
lenges to public school reform legis
lation.

The specific issue before the 
Texas Supreme Court was a Webb 
County case in which State District 
Judge Ruben Garcia directed the 
Texas Education Agency to cease 
scoring and turn over to him 37 tea
chers’ answer sheets from the March 
10 statewide examination.

The teachers’ lawyers had argued 
that their clients had been certified 
before the competency law went into 
effect and were entitled to retain 
that lifetime certification.

The Supreme Gourt blocked Gar
cia’s order pending Wednesday’s 
hearing at which lawyers for the 
TEA and the teachers presented ar
guments.

Kevin O’Hanlon of the state attor
ney general’s office said Garcia had

If even 5 percent of the 
teachers fail what is ba
sically a literacy test, that 
would mean that 300,000 
Texas students are being 
taught by teachers who 
can’t read or write.
— Kevin O’Hanlon of the 
state attorney general’s of
fice

no jurisdiction to act because the is
sue had to be raised in Travis 
Gounty, home of the TEA. The 
TEA seeks to rescind Garcia’s order 
granting a temporary injunction.

Since test papers have been 
graded and teachers are scheduled 
to learn Monday whether they 
passed. Chief Justice John Hill asked

O’Hanlon if Garcia’s injunction 
would be moot if the high court stay 
remained in effect one more week.

O’Hanlon said it would but added 
that the TEA needed guidance on 
court challenges because a number 
of new cases are expected after the 
teachers find out the test results.

O’Hanlon and Donato Ramos of 
Laredo, lawyer for the 37 teachers, 
agreed that the case did not address 
the constitutionality of the compe
tency test.

But they said the larger issue, as 
well as others, is addressed in a suit 
by the Texas State Teachers Associa
tion challenging the Texas Examina
tion of Current Administrators, or 
TECAT. The teachers’ association 
lost in state district court, and ap
pealed to the 3rd Court of Appeals.

O’Hanlon said if even 5 percent of 
the teachers fail what is basically a lit
eracy test, that would mean that 
300,000 Texas students are being 
taught by teachers who can’t read or 
write.
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It’s just Normal Chaos

Thursday, May 1 st 8p.m. -12 a.m
Shiloh Hall

Sober Chauffer available 
Friends don’t let friends drive drunk

Beer, punch, sausage, cheese 
For more info Dave or Sam 

260-7288
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Problem Pregnancy?
we listen, we care, we help 
Free pregnancy tests 
concerned counselors 

|| Brazos Valley 
o Crisis Pregnancy Service

We re local!
1301 Memorial Dr. 

24 hr. Hotline 
823-CARE

dous,” Washington contends that ch
lamydia is also a major problem. But 
defining the size of that problem, 
not an easy chore, is the first step in 
attracting research money.

Health regulations in many states 
do not require reports of cases of ch
lamydia. Therefore, some research
ers consider the CDC’s estimate of 
4.6 million cases this year to be con
servative. The actual number may be 
as high as 10 million cases.

Goswick said symptoms include 
those usually involved with sexually 
transmitted diseases, such as ureth
ral discharge, which is much more 
pronounced in males than females, 
or a mild burning sensation during 
and increased frequency of urina
tion.

But about 70 percent of all cases 
show no symptoms.

The disease is treated using a high 
dose of tetracycline on a ten-day 
schedule. Sexual partners are 
usually treated simultaneously.

Goswick said tetracycline may not 
be effective in a few individuals, but 
99 percent of the time, patients are 
treated and that’s the end of it.

“Of course, you can get it again,” 
he said. “Many of these guys don’t 
realize that just because they’ve been 
treated once doesn’t mean they can’t 
get it again.”

The Health Center lab reports the 
cases of chlamydia for statistical pur
poses to the health department. The 
department also will treat the disease 
and will get involved with tracking 
down affected sex partners when 
necessary.

Goswick said people should take 
the initiative by being more careful 
in their choice of sexual partners 
and by using barrier methods of 
contraception.
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NEED
MONEY???
Sell your BOOKS 

at
University Book Stores 

Northgate & Culpepper Plaza

IMPOSTER STRIKES 
BACK!

Kramer Guitars 
25% off list price.
Our sale includes all 

KRAMERS not just ONE .

Guitar Shop
“Where string instruments are our 

Business, not a side line.”

1911 S. Texas Ave. 693-8698 
College Station 77840

OFFER GOOD THRU 5-15-86.

Summer
Rates

$299/$425
Enjoy Carefree, Comfort

able Living at Newport.

•Built-ins
•Free VCR w/9 mo. lease 
•Fully Furnished Condos 
•Washer/Dryer 
•Covered Parking 
•Large Commons Area

Call or Visit Today 
846-8960

NAGLE 4 0 2

402 Nagle behind Skaggs

THEATRE GUIDE
Plitt Information 

846-6 714 •

Post Oak III
Post Oak Mall 764-0616

Gung Ho (PG-13) nightly 
7:30 9:45 [HG****

Murphy’s Law (R) 
7:40 9:40

Critters (PG-13) 
7:20 9:20

Cinema III
Skaggs Center 846-6714

The Money Pit (PG) nightly 
7:20 9:20

The Trip to (PG)
Bountiful 7:30 9:30

Quiet Earth (R)
7:00 9:50

SCHULMAN THEATRES
2.50 ADMISSION

1. Any show before 3PM
2. Tuesday - All Seats
3. Mon-Wed Local students 

with current ID’s

‘DENOTES DOLBY STEREO

PLAZA 3
226 Southwest Pky 693-2457

‘PRETTY IN PINK PG-13 rso 9:40

THE COLOR PURPLE PG-13 7:05
9:55

‘OUT OF AFRICA PG
MANOR EAST 3

Manor 
East Mall

8:30

823
8300

*DOWN AND OUT IN 
BEVERLY HILLS. R 7:25 9:45

LEGEND PG 7:30 9:50

♦SLEEPING BEAUTY G ^o^Tq6”1*
JUST BETWEEN FRIENDS PQ-13 7:1S 9:35

SCHULMAN 6
2002 E 29th 775-2463

POLICE
ACADEMY 3 PG

720 9:40-

SHOWDOWNAT ____
LINCOLN HIGH PG-13 7:309:55

THE HITCHER R 7:25 9:45

MURPHY’S ROMANCE R 7.-20
9:45
7:15VIOLETS ARE BLUE PG-13 ^

•APRIL FOOL’S DAY R 7:35 9:55


