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blocaust Syndrome’ ruling 
ejects self-defense appeal

[(it ll’STIN (AP) — A Houston man 
Kreu up hearing stories of life 
jHeath in Nazi concentration 

, ops cannot use the “Holocaust 
jnronie” as part of his defense 
linsv a murder charge, the Texas 

EffliurL of Criminal Appeals ruled 
la'«/nesday ■
iai Peter Alan Werner was sentenced 

Ifl years in prison for the April 
82shooting death of Tarbell Grif- 
Travis. Travis allegedly damaged 
Ibelonging to Werner’s friend. 
Br chased Travis and killed 
ijaccording to court records, 
mner’s lawyers sought to intro- 
gevidence that the defendant 

from “Holocaust Syndrome,” 
causes him to overreact in sit- 
he perceives as self-defense, 
testimony was barred as ir- 
tby the trial judge. That de- 

Iwas upheld by the Court of

Criminal Appeals in a majority opin
ion written by Presiding judge John 
Onion.

“It did not establish that (Werner) 
did in fact act under the influence of 
the Holocaust on the night of the of
fense,” Onion said.

Dr. Rudolph Roden, a psychiatrist 
who examined Werner, said Wern
er’s father is a concentration camp 
survivor, and several other family 
members died in the camps.

Roden, himself a concentration 
camp survivor, is an expert in the ef
fects of the Holocaust on survivors 
and their families.

His testimony was barred, but 
what Roden planned to say was that 
Werner “grew up with stories of con
centration camps told to him by his 
father and grandmother, who re
lated seeing people beaten to death 
who did not light back.”

Roden said that although Werner, 
then 21, was not thinking directly 
about the Holocaust when he pulled 
the trigger, it might have had a “sub
conscious effect on him.”

Werner’s dislike of injustice was 
colored by the concentration camp 
stories, according to Roden, and the 
act of the victim in “running into a 
car and leaving the scene was an un
just act . . . and he (Werner) sought 
to right the wrong by detaining 
(Travis) for the police,” according to 
Roden.

“It was his state of mind to defend 
himself because he comes from a 
family that did not,” he said.

Onion said, “All that can be infer
red from this evidence is that 
(Werner) may have been more sus
ceptible to actions in self-defense.”

>w Mexico declared refugee 'sanctuaiy
[JTA FE, N.M. (AP) — Gov.

Anaya received a certificate 
links from the New Mexico 
frence of Churches Tuesday 
leclaring New Mexico a sanct- 
for Central American refugees. 
ie Rev. Shirley Greene, confer- 
Ipresident, said that while not all 

organization’s 600,000 mem- 
greed with the Good Friday 
Ration, there was a general 

isus that it does represent a 
ssionate response to a difficult 
i situation.

Anaya said Tuesday he was await
ing an official invitation before de
ciding whether to attend a meeting 
of the Austin City Council today.

The Austin council is consiaering 
a resolution similar to Anaya’s.

Anaya said if Austin officials issue 
a formal invitation, he would attend 
the meeting, otherwise he would 
send a prepared statement to the 
council.

“We are double checking to make 
sure the city council and the mayor 
would welcome our appearance,”
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Give a Fantasy

Exciting and Beautiful 
Gifts of Unique Lingerie 

at Affordable Prices

Gift Counseling for Men 
Larger Sizes Available

corsets • gowns • teddies • baby 
dolls • garter belts • hose • 
gloves • play sets • men's items • 
body lotions • novelties

Fantasy Lingerie
4325 Wellborn Rd. Westgate Center 

846-4190 
Mon-Sat 10-6 

Aggie owned & operated '83

Anaya said. “We don’t want to force 
our views on anybody.”

The proclamation has been crit
icized by U.S. Immigration and Nat
uralization Service officials as a 
“cruel hoax” that will draw more ille
gal aliens to the state.

But the governor has said since 
the action was largely symbolic and 
offers no more legal protection than 
in other states, he believes it is un
likely that it will bring more aliens to 
New Mexico.
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