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Warped by Scott McCullar
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Witness says nursing homes 
make money by staying full

Associated Press

SAN ANTONIO — The only way 
to make money in the nursing home 
business is to give good patient care 
and keep the facilities full, the presi
dent of a convalescent home chain 
testified in a murder-by-neglect trial 
Wednesday.

Robert Gay, president of Autumn 
Hills Convalescent Centers Inc., is 
charged with murder in the 1978 
death of a patient at one of the com
pany’s centers.

The state claims an Autumn Hills 
home in Texas City gave substan
dard care, which caused the deaths 
of at least two patients in 1978.

“A nursing home that’s 60 percent 
full barely can stay alive,” Gay said.

“The way you’re going to make a 
profit is to get that nursing home

l
100 percent full. The only way 
ou’re going to be full is to give the 
est care.”

Gay is one of four individual de
fendants charged, along with his 
corporation, with murder by neglect 
in the Nov. 20, 1978, death of El- 
nora Breed. The 87-year-old woman 
died 47 days after entering an Au
tumn Hills home in Texas City.

The state contends she died of 
starvation and infection, both caused 
by poor nursing care and neglect. 
The defense says Breed died of a re
currence of cancer.

The defendants also are charged 
in the 1978 death of Edna Mae Witt, 
but they are not being tried on that 
charge.

Gay defended a bonus plan for his 
nursing home administrators. He
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PLUS $6 PHOTO I.D. 
CARD & $7.50 
PER MONTH

FREE: Nutrition Counseliitg 

Now Available

FACILITIES INCLUDE:
COED CONDITIONING FLOOR 
FREE WEIGHTS 
ICARIAN EQUIPMENT 
NAUTILUS 
WET STEAM BATH 
DESERT DRY SAUNA 
RELAXING WHIRLPOOL 
PRIVATE SHOWERS,
LOCKERS & DRESSING 
OPEN 24 HOURS WEEKDAYS 
AGES 16-80 
7 DAYS WEEKLY 

EXTRA
COED & LADIES AEROBICS 
20 MINUTE TANNING BEDS 
NURSERY
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Do you know these?
AADD • ACLU • ACORN • CHOICE • MADD • NOW

Political Awareness Day 
Memorial Student Center 
Tuesday, March 11, 1986 

9 a.m.-4 p.m.

MSC
POLITICAL
FORUM

This program is presented for educational pur
poses, and does not constitute an endorsement 
for any speaker.
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SPRING BREAK SALE
March. 6—March 15

27” 12 Speed
27” 10 Speed
26” Mountain Bike 
26” City Bike

Great Savings
1675 Briar crest 
Bryan, TX 77802

Reg f 15900 SALE $ 9900
Reg $ 14900 SALE $ 11900
Reg $27900 SALE $199°°
Reg f21900 SALE $159°°

Quantities Limited
776-8086

said he began the program in the 
early 1970s at a time when his five 
nursing homes were losing money.

According to earlier testimony, 
Gay used stacks of money on his 
desk to encourage the administra
tors to put their nursing homes in 
the profit column.

Gay said the administrators had 
not been paying attention to cost ef
fectiveness guidelines the home of
fice had distributed. He said he 
placed five stacks of $1 bills totaling 
$400 each on his desk during a 
meeting with the administrators.

“I told the five administrators ‘this 
represents the new bonus system. If 
you can get your nursing home to 
make money, this money will be 
yours,’” he said.

Guaranteed Lowest
Prices!

We’ll beat anybody’s price. If 
you can find a published price 
lower than ours We’ll Beat It!
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1008 W. 25th St 
Bryan Bryan Marine 822-0875
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Bib Jackets, Sweaters, Socks, Gloves, Totes, After Ski 
Boots, Thermal Underwear, Knit Hats, Face Mask.
*Snuggler *Baush 8c Tomb *Wigwam *Dufold
*Far West *UVEX *Allen-A *Penthouse
*Rawik *Alpina *Pendelton *Alpine Designs
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►coats 49,95
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