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‘A Cry of Players’ 
explores theater
By Molly Pepper
StaffWriter

t must be Shakespeare 
month in the metroplex. Last 
week it was the Royal Shake
speare Company, and this one 
it’s the Aggie Players produc
tion of “A Cry of Players.,,

Although the play is about 
the life of Shakespeare, it’s not 
so much a biography as an ex
ploration of Elizabethian the
ater, says Mary Mitchell, the 
play’s director. •

“It’s about the theater, the 
spirit of the theater, the joy 
that’s involved in it and all the 
passion that goes into it,” she 
says. “The cry represents a lot 
of different things but mainly 
the passion and determination 
it takes to make really difficult 
decisions.”

The two main characters are 
Will and Anne so it’s assumed 
they’re Shakespeare and his 
wife, Anne Hathaway. The title, 
“A Crv of Players” relates to 
Shakespeare’s decision to enter 
the theater.

Lance Miller, one of the ac

tors in the play, says the story 
shows how Shakespeare found 
his way into the theater as a 
way of avoiding a career as a 
school teacher.

In true Elizabethian fashion, 
the stage wall be inclined up 
away from the audience, Miller 
says. In Shakespeare’s time, 
there were no bleachers or 
sloped seating for the audience 
so the stage was angled in this 
way to allow everyone to see.

Mitchell says she chose this 
particular play for the Aggie 
Players because she thought the 
actors and actresses would ben
efit from acting in a play by 
William Gibson and because 
she liked it herself.

The cast was chosen in early 
December and rehearsals began 
before the Christmas break, 
theater arts department head 
Roger Schultz says. Since the 
beginning of the spring semes
ter the Aggie Players have been 
rehearsing seven days a week.

The play will be performed 
tonight and Saturday at 8 p.m. 
in Rudder Forum. Tickets are 
$4 for students and $5 for oth
ers and are available at the 
Rudder Box Office.


