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Saturday, December 7 
7:30 & 9:45 p.m. 
Rudder Theatre $2
cosponsored with 
NSC Cepheid Variable

Saturday
Midnight
Theatre
$1.50

Sunday 
December 8 
601 Rudder 
7:30 p.m. 
$1.50

cosponsored with 
The Agricultural 
and Liberl Arts 
Project
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Madrigal Dinners
Renaissance feast celebrates holidays with wine, song

By CYNTHIA GAY
Stilt/ Writer

“Ye must enter the hall with the 
spirit of Christmas!” the painted jes
ter shouted Wednesday night, as the 
banquet hall Was, opened f or the f irst, 
of f our Madrigal Ditniers.

WirieV w'enche's/ and Wassail 
abounded in a whirlwind of holiday 
cheer f rom the Renaissance and Me
dieval eras.

In the 16th century, English lords 
were charmed with this Italian cus
tom of an after-dinner madrigal 
filled with light, bawdy or romantic 
songs.

With the (College Station Hilton 
substituting for an English manor, 
guests from Texas A&M and the 
community are entertained in the 
gallery for an hour before the feast 
by roving jugglers, singers and magi
cians.

Men in maroon and lavender 
tights hurled red, yellow, and blue 
Indian clubs past the ears of one

nervous man, while the troupe per
formed a chorus of Christmas carols.

Wednesday through Saturday 
night MSC Madrigal Dinners is pull
ing together this witty and talented 
group Of 40 perf ormers, who mean
der between tables poking fun at the 
audience and making sure the rules 
of the f east are enforced.

Yes, there are rules, hut mother 
would never approve of them.

The presiding Lord and Lady Ra
leigh of Nottingham require their 
400 dinner companions to use only a 
knife and their fingers to eat the 
“sallat, larsed feasant, lemonwhyt, 
diplomatic pudding and new pota
toes and sauce."

Napkins are to be worn over the 
left shoulder so that a guest can 
properly wipe his beard without em
ploying his already greasy fingers. 
But no matter! All guests soon be
come friends at their own table, as 
wives feed their husbands grapes 
and everyone sways to the music of 
the wassail song.

"Eve got me own privatewentl 
bellowed Walt Davis, a residing 
College Station for three yearot 
is attending bis third annual Mi! 
gal Dinner. He was referring w* 
of the cast members who keepsn 
turning each September to begins 
preparation for the lour nigliiv 
the (Ihristmas least.

A shout from the jester directsilt 
audience to look to the head tali 
where the 14 lords and ladiesofi* 
Nottingham singers await the ami 
of a hoar’s head. Hoisted highwt| 
an apple in its mouth, theroastedr/l 
/orbac k is heralded by the suit's| 
version of the “Boar’s Head Carol

“M usic: is love in search ib 
word,” the jester says, and then)' 
ally attired couples affirms In 
statement with an hourofa<2| 
song. T hey celebrate the bin 
Christ with international music, 
the f east concludes with a me(lle'|,:j 
familiar Christmas carols, ft 
guests join hands in the GindlelijS 
to sing “Silent Night.”
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Buy one Mongolian Bar-B-Q & Chinese I 
Food Buffet and get a second meal for!

HALF PRICE

Mongolian Housej
Restaurant
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Something Extra To Start 

Off The

Holidays...

This holiday season, wo ve boxed up a few extras,specially priced for 
you, with the purchase of an Appie computer. We call it "Purchase With a 
Purchase". You'll call it a bargain-because you'll get all the accessed# 
you need to get started on your new Apple system!

Something extra-just one more good reason to put an Apple under 
your tree. See Yes Computers today for details.

Computers
% 2553 Texas Ave. S.

Tamu Vendor 
Apple 11 Family

693-8080 College Station (Shiloh Place) Authorized Dealer
J


