
Monday, October 7, 1985/The Battalion/Page 7

Waldo
Music video prompts cartoon depicting lifestyles at A&M

By JEAN MANSAVAGE
Reporter

Texas A&M cartoonist Kevin 
Thomas, creator of The Battalion 
comic strip Waldo, has been drawing 
cartoons since he was a child.

As he sits at his cluttered yet orga
nized desk in Moses Hall, Thomas 
describes the development of his in
terest in cartooning.

“I’ve always just enjoyed doing it,” 
Thomas says.

“When I was in junior and senior 
high school I drew cartoons for the 
school newspaper. The cartoons 
dealt with student and teacher situa
tions.”

Following graduation from a Mil
waukee high school, Thomas contin
ued his education.

Before coming to Texas A&M he 
attended Bell and Howell technical 
schools in Phoenix, Ariz., and Kan
sas City, Mo., and graduated from 
the program. Thomas also took 
classes at North Harris County Col
lege in Houston.

In each of those cities Thomas 
continued to use his creativity.

“It has always been a constant 
thing,” he says. “I’d draw cartoons 
about the schools I went to and the 
places I worked at. Sometimes I 
would draw maps with goofy land
marks for party givers.

“Last spring my brother reacti
vated my interest in serious cartoo
ning.”

Thomas’ brother had been mak
ing about $100 extra a month by 
submitting humorous material to 
comedy services.

The idea of getting paid for writ-

Waldo

ing jokes was very appealing to 
Thomas. _________

The renewed cartooning interest 
led to the creation of two comic 
strips before Waldo, his third, was 
accepted by The Battalion.

The first, Captain Tamu, was an 
Aggie who turned into Captain 
Tamu whenever traditions were 
threatened.

The second, Sully, had Sul Ross 
statue and a friendly pigeon observ
ing and commenting on Texas A&M 
student life. Now, Waldo runs in 
The Battalion daily.

“I stole the idea from a Van Halen 
rock and roll video,” he explains. 
“The main character in the video 
was a nerd who just didn’t fit in.”

Thomas developed that idea into 
Waldo. He is a character who wants 
to be like everyone else, but always 
comes out second best.

Waldo and his roommate Wade 
observe everyday life at Texas A&M. 
If Waldo chooses to become in
volved, he remains a neutral charac
ter, Thomas says.

The success of getting his comic 
strip run in the paper has led 
Thomas to solicit his material to 
other comedy services. Kevin Thomas

Reaching for one of his writer’s 
how-to books from amid his com
puter science texts, Thomas explains 
that submitting gags to those services 
requires following certain rules of 
protocol.

“You could come up with a great, 
fantastic joke, but you don’t just call 
up Bob Hope and say ‘Hey, I have a

great joke for you,’ ” he says. 
“There are certain ways to approach 
joke services.”

Thomas exhibits index cards 
upon which are his neatly typed 
g“gs-

He has Reebok shoe boxes filled 
with material and copies of letters he 
has submitted to the addresses that

by Kevin Thomas

line the pages of those writer’s how
to books.

Though some of his gags are in 
the correct channels for future pro
fessional use, Thomas does not fore
see a total committment to cartoon
ing in the near future.

“My studies are my first priority, 
and there just isn’t enough time to 
fully commit to a strip any more 
complicated than Waldo,” Thomas
says.

cur/ Developing ideas for the strip is 
not one of the time problems for 
Thomas.

On a legal pad tacked to the wall 
under his loft are enough ideas to 
last him the rest of the semester, he 
says.

Thomas says he hopes that those 
ideas do not offend too many of the 
people too much of the time. He 
wants readers to enjoy Waldo.

“When I watch people read 
Waldo, I love to see them smile,” he 
says with a grin.
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MSC Barber Shop
Located on the

Texas A&M University Campus
serving the general public

Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m. -5:00 p.m.
Joe’s Shoe Shine Service 
servicing all types of shoes

Joe Leal
Regular haircuts 
Layer cuts

AM/PM Clinics
Ask about our new 

Weight Reduction program 
846-4756

Hillel Jewish Student Center
800 Jersey

Announces
Monday, Oct. 7

Tuesday, Oct. 8

Sinchat Torah Service 
7:30p.m.

7- 8p.m. Introduction to Hebrew
8- 9p.m. A guide to the philoso
phy & theology of Jewish prayer

All Courses 8 Weeks 
$5 copy fee requested 

All are Welcome

LITE NITE
AT INTERURBAN

Every Monday 
all Lite Beer

isonly .750
5:00 p.m. to close

505 University . An Aggie Tradition

is Temporarily Located at

707 Texas Ave.
During the construction phase 

of our new

Full service salon
tanning beds • artificial nails 
complete hair care • facials

redeem this coupon for

: #5.00 off i
cut and blow style

693-0607 707 Shopping Center 
Open 9-8 Mon. -Thurs. 9-6 Fri. -Sat

—-I
Because of us... You’re looking good!

CONTACT LENSES
$7900 pr.* - daily wear soft lenses 

$99°° pr.* - extended wear soft lenses 

$11900 pr.* - tinted soft lenses

call696-3754
FOR APPOINTMENT

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY
CHARLES C. SCHROEPPEL,O.D.,P.C.

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY 
707 SOUTH TEXAS AVE-SUITE 101D 

COLLEGE STATION,TEXAS 77840
1 block South of Texas & University Dr. '■SM

* EYE EXAM AND CARE KIT NOT INCLUDED


