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“You ought to run in the street. That way, everybody gets to suffer along with you. ”

Instant notoriety puzzling

Ex-hostages look back
Associated Press

AUSTIN — Two Texans who 
were hijacked in the Middle East last 
June said T uesday news coverage of 
the crisis generally was accurate, but 
they still are puzzled how people 
simply caught up in world events be
come instant celebrities.

“It worries me that a society seems 
I to make celebrities out of people for 
such unimportant reasons,” said Dr. 
Ben Harris, a University of Texas 

; professor who was a hostage for 
about 36 hours.

_________  “One of the really amazing things
I to me as a professional educator for 

I 4|<<t i the past 40 years is that I spent my LMAN lifetime making a reputation in my 
YBC0 i anc^ ^ become a celebrity in a 
TKlw few short days,” Harris said.

— r His comments came during a ses- 
5t AfteM * s‘on w‘t*1 members of the Austin 

chapter of the Society of Profes
sional Journalists.

Harris, 62, of Round Rock, is a 
professor of education administra
tion. He and his wife, Mary Lee, 
were aboard the TWA jetliner that
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was hijacked in mid-June by Shiite 
extremists. His wife was released af
ter about 12 hours and Harris the 
following day.

Mrs. Harris said she shared her 
husband’s feelings about being made 
an instant celebrity during the crisis.

“All in all, I think the press 
treated us very fairly,” she said. “I 
felt as Ben did that they were mak- 

'Ing celebrities out of us when we 
really hadn’t done anything, making 
almost too much out of this.”

Harris said news reporters ap
peared to try to be as unobtrusive as 
possible in dealing with the ex-hos
tages. He also said he was satisfied by 
the newspaper coverage he received, 
but some television coverage was less 
complete.

“I was generally very pleased with 
the way the (written) press did treat 
the information we gave them and 
the way they approached us in terms 
of getting access to us,” he said. 
“They were always courteous, they 
were always thoughtful, they were 
always willing to take ‘no’ or a delay.

“The coverage I got in the press I
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•Manicures
•Pedicures

•Sculptures
•Tips

•Refills 
•Nail Jewelry

Sculptured Nails
$3500

New Tanning Bed $650 30 min.
Hours 8:30-5:30 Tues.-Fri.

846-0292 3731 E. 29th St. Bryan 
Town & Country Center

found was almost always. accurate, 
f airly full and not distorted or pulled 
to pieces ... I found the TV cover
age almost always gives you both too 
little time and tends to pick out (he 
unimportant elements in an inter
view.”

Harris said the couple made brief 
statements to reporters in Algiers 
and Paris on their way home. They 
also gave an interview to a television 
reporter who was aboard the final 
leg of their flight to Austin and held 
a quick airport news conference 
once home.

However, they then avoided all 
contact with the news media for 
about three days, an action he said 
he now isn’t certain they should have 
taken.

“I said I felt a little guilty about 
cutting off the phone for a few days 
because I really do believe that the 
public has a right to know what’s 
going on around them,” he said. “I 
also think that it’s very important 
that we have an aggressive free 
press.”

Civil rights 
leaders will 
join strikers

Associated Press

BEAUMONT — Nursing home 
workers striking against proposed 
wage cuts say they hope to gain na
tional attention by having civil rights 
leaders participate in a Labor Day 
rally and march.

Members of the Service Employ
ees International Union Local 706 
went on strike against the Schle- 
singer Geriatric Center on July 1. All 
of the 150 striking workers are fe
male and most are black.

Negotiations between the union 
and nursing home adminstrators are 
currently stalled.

Attorney John J. Durkey, who is 
representing the home in the labor 
dispute, has said Schlesinger Center 
is not facing financial problems. He 
said the non-profit home proposed 
cutting the average pay of $4.10 an 
hour because “we just wanted to get 
more in line with, other nursing 
homes in the area.”

The ttvereage,wage for a nursing 
home worker is $3,55 an hour in 
Texas and $5.39 in the nation as a 
whole, according to government sta
tistics.

Texas AFL-CIO president Harry 
Hubbard has said he believes the 
proposed wage cuts are racially mo
tivated.

Union officials said the “Justice 
Comes To Beaumont” rally and 
march will be attended by the Rev. 
Joseph Lowerey, head of the At
lanta-based Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference and an asso
ciate of the late Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

Also scheduled to appear at the 
march is Ben Chavis, deputy direc
tor of the Commission for Racial 
Justice.

Benjamin Hooks, the president of 
the National Association for the Ad
vancement of Colored People, said 
he might participate if a previously 
scheduled engagement doesn’t in
terfere, union officials said.

John Sweeney, the union’s inter
national president and AFL-CIO 
vice president, also said he would ap
pear at the rally.

Marchers will walk from Beau
mont’s Central Park to a site near the 
nursing home, where participants 
will hold a rally and picnic, union of
ficials said.

EXCELLENT Discounts-Up to 50% Savings!
EXCELLENT Location here in the Brazos Valley!
EXCELLENT Opportunities for Aggies to sign

up free-the “Aggie Special”! 
EXCELLENT Service—reach every U.S. phone!

EXCELLENCE and STARTEL... 
don’t settle for less!

779-2830 1313 Briarcrest, Bryan

(ckfead(!ineriQ
Hair Shaping Emporium for Men and Women
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Women’s Haircuts 
Men’s

With TAMM r.D. Get Another

inside the 
Ramada Inn

Ask about our “Cut Club”
MC VISA

H€®B846-3227

Plantation Oaks
1501 Harvey Hd.

Across From Post Oak Mall

Efficiencies $250
No Utility Deposit-All Bills Paid Except Electricity

i Shuttle Bus • Tennis & Basketball Courts
* Crystal Clear Pools • Excercise Rooms w/ Sauna

693-1011
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CONTACT LENSES
$7900 1 pr.* - daily wear soft lenses 

$9900 1 pr.* - extended wear soft lenses 

$1190t ) pr.* - tinted soft lenses

call696-3754
FOR APPOINTMENT

OPEN MONDAY THRU SATURDAY
CHARLES C. SCHROEPPEL,O.D.,P.C.

DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY 
707 SOUTH TEXAS AVE-SUITE 101D 

COLLEGE STATION,TEXAS 77840
1 block South of Texas & University Dr.

EYE EXAM AND CARE KIT NOT INCLUDED MC

• COPYING • VELLO BINDING
• OFFSET DUPUCATING • SPIRAL BINDING
• HARD BACK BINDING • FOLDING
• FOIL STAMPING • COLLATING

We ’re A Full Service, 
Quality Copy Center!

NEWMAN COPY CENTER
414 TARROW, COLLEGE STATION, TX 77840
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