
Second [dace went to Jon 
Adams ]i .. a graduate studentij 
Bryan, who wrote “Wliitney® 
(lompanv: Arms and KnowfioH 
the Western Frontier.” !

Third place went to RussellHs 
ot Houston, who wrote “TheSi 
Colt" and Robert C. Stine of Bt?t 
who wrote " rhe Metzger/Saiii 
(.tin (lolled ion and the Single-,\nij 
Revolver.’’

Funeral procession Photo by ROBERT RIZZO

A biker’s funeral service was held Wed
nesday for John Robert Baker. Baker, 
35, of Bryan, died Sunday morning as

a result of a motorcycle accident. A 
croup of friends who ride motorcycles 
will be holding a copper-dollar run and

campout every weekend in memorial of 
Baker. About 50 bikes participated in 
the funeral procession.

The annual competition isspi 
sored bv the Sanders-MetzgerCl 
Collection Committee. Prize niotj 
lot the competition was providdi 
I )i. Sam I iouston Sanders,oneoffi 
pi tm iple donors totheguntjoilecfl 
Moused in the Memorial Siuil(| 
Center at AXrM.

System safeguards computer information
By SHERRY TOFTE

Kept) tier

A Texas A&M math professor has 
developed a system to protect electro
nic information.

Dr. George Blakley calls the sys
tem the threshold scheme. He said it 
operates by taking a bulk of informa
tion and performing mathematical 
operations on it to produce several 
parts. Each part contains information 
unlike the original message.

He said the key to the system is 
that the original can be destroyed. All

that is needed to decipher the origin
al code is a designated number of 
parts or a threshold. Anything less 
will not reveal any part of the code, he 
said.

“There’s a threshold amount of 
knowledge and if you aren’t at the 
threshold, you don’t know anything, 
but if you reach the threshold, you 
know everything,” Blakley said.

mixture among many different stor
age areas, he said.

“I am not miking about copies of 
the original,” Blakley said. “Instead, 
we call them shadows of the original 
because they only reflect a part of the 
original message.”

“The information being protected 
tends to be the kind you don’t want to 
disseminate freely,” Blakley said.

The system is analogous to putting 
ble 'tons of information into a blender, 

grinding it up to form some electro
nic mixture, then distributing the

Blakley said the system should only 
be used for information that is too 
valuable to keep only one copy of, but 
that also is to important to make 
numerous copies for fear it will fall 
into unauthorized hands.

He said that for the past 20 years, 
information on aircraft designs, 
banking records or government re
cords has developed a need for pro
tection, from either a threat of being 
destroyed or from misuse by unau
thorized people.

petitors may be interested in. he said.
“There really is industrial espion

age,” Blakley said. "IBM has elabo
rate security systems because many 
competitors would like to get a hold 
of their information.”

tremeh fast and easv to impM 
on a computer. In (act, he uni|j 
already has l>een implemented! 
storing art hival banking(latanu 
Rtxkv Mountain states.

Big corporations have complex 
safeguarding systems to protect plans 
and valuable information that com-

Blakley said the system is mistake- 
proof. He said even if part of the 
information is destroyed or lost, it 
still is possible to rebuild the original 
code with the other known parts.

However, Blakley said.1 
threshold scheme is not effecti«^ 
storing all tyjies of information

Blakley also said the best feature of 
the threshold scheme is that it is ex-

“The information tnusili 
threatened in two ways, ”Blakleu. 

.“It must lie too valuable to 
vealed to unauthorized handu 
too valuable to lie lost or destroid This lo 
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PARADISE FOUND.
Your search for a new apartment can now end, happily. At 
Treehouse Village, you’ll discover another world in apart
ment living — one that’s perfect for 
a student’s way of life. Treehouse 
Village is ideally located just blocks 
from campus. These efficiencies and 
one- and two-bedroom furnished and 
unfurnished floor plans are full of ex
tras that — before now — you could TREEHOUSE

•VILLAGE*

only dream of. Some two-bedroom plans also feature 
fireplaces and washer/dryer connections, and handicap units

are available,too. Residents also en
joy use of Treehouse Village’s two 
pools and hot tubs, jogging trail and 
tennis, basketball and volleyball 
courts. Find out how great apartment 
living was meant to be. Discover 
Treehouse Village. Your haven in the 
apartment jungle.

APARTMENTS
LEASE NOW FOR FALL 1985

*

Treehouse Village Apartments. From $295. For information, visit the Treehouse Village Apartments Leasing Office at
800 Marion Pugh Blvd.

College Station, Texas 77840 
409/764-8892
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