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Space
Russians planning assertive exploration

Associated Press
SPACE CENTER —The Soviet 

Union plans an aggressive program 
of planetary exploration — includ
ing lofting balloons into the atmo
sphere of Venus and intercepting 
Halley’s Comet, a NASA expert said 
Tuesday.

Mike Duke, a lunar and planetary 
scientist at the Johnson Space Cen
ter, said the Soviets are devoting a 
great deal of attention and effort to 
exploring the inner planets in the so
lar system using unmanned probes.

Duke talked with a group of So
viet scientists who attended a confer
ence on lunar and planetary studies 
at the Johnson Space Center last 
month.

He said some of the projects 
planned by the Soviets are:

• A 1988 mission to Phobos, a

moon orbiting the planet Mars.
• A 1986 two-stage craft that 

thewould explore both the planet Ve
nus and the comet Halley.

• A 1989 lunar orbiter that would 
circle the moon’s poles.

Duke said the Phobos mission 
would put a spacecraft within a few 
hundred feet of the surface of the 
martian moon, which has a low grav
ity field. The craft, in effect, would 
become another moon of Mars, or
biting very close to Phobos.

Once in place, the craft would hit 
the moon’s surface with laser beams. 
An instrument on the craft will ana
lyze the laser light bounced of f Pho
bos to determine the soil composi
tion.

A Soviet craft in polar orbit of the 
Earth’s moon will produce a map 
and gather composition data in areas

not studied tin ring America’s Apoli 
program, Duke said.

He added that the Venus missies 
will include a two-staged craft tin 
w ill h ave a launch timed to rends 
vous with Halley’s comet in |u« 
1986

He said the craft first will be sen 
to the vicinity of Venus. A staged 
the craft will separate and drop le 
ward the planet’s surface. Asitdt 
scends, instrumented balloons nil 
be deployed and allowed to float! 
the thick Venusian atmopshett 
gathering chemical data

A second stage of the spaceni 
w ill continue on toward a rendet 
vous with Halley’s Comet, a famoui 
comet that returns to Earth views 
ery 76 years

Duke said the Soviets planned! 
gather data on Halley’s composilioi

House OKs $96.1 million package 
to encourage Navy port in Texas

Associated Press
AUSTIN — In an effort to put 

the state’s money where its mouth is, 
the Texas House on Tuesday tenta
tively approved a $96.1 million pack
age of enticements to lure a battle
ship homeport to the Texas coast.

“The other states have made

Eromises, but they don’t have legis- 
itive background to support those 

promises,” said sponsor Ashley 
Smith, R-Houston.

The U.S. Navy is expected to an
nounce next month its pick for the 
city that will serve as homeport to 
the USS Wisconsin and its support 
fleet. The base will mean a $100 mil
lion construction project and $60 
million annual payroll.

Galveston and Corpus Christi are 
still in the running, as are cities in 
Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama and 
Florida.

Smith’s bill, tentatively approved

on voice vote, included dedicait: 
funds for highways, education, r« 
reation, construction and crimim 
justice aide for the selected am 
The money would lie transfers 
from various existing state funds.

T he measure also would gne 
sales tax exemptions for materii 
purchased to build the facility.

House members are expected 
take a final vole on the bill today.
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SHOP DILLARD’S MONDAY THRU SATURDAY; POST OAK MALL, COLLEGE STATION. DILLARD’S WELCOMES THE AMERICAN EXPRESS CARD.


