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New highs predicted

U.S. trade deficit rises
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The United 
States’foreign trade deficit hit $10.3 
billion in January, a 28 percent jump 
from December, as imports 
swamped the country’s best export 
performance in more than three 
years, the government said Thurs
day.

Analysts said a rebounding U.S. 
economy and the strong dollar led to 
the import gains and they predicted 
those factors would combine to en
sure that America’s trading woes 
would worsen further this year.

The Commerce Department said 
the January deficit was up from an 
$8 billion deficit in December as im

ports rose 9.2 percent, to a new total 
of $29.7 billion, the highest monthly 
figure since last September.

Exports rose by a smaller 1.4 per
cent in January, but the monthly to
tal of $19.4 billion was the highest 
monthly figure since U.S. firms sold 
$19.55 billion abroad in September 
1981.

Analysts discounted part of the 
export growth, saying it was the re
sult of a surge in auto parts sales to 
Canada following a strike-related 
slowdown in purchases in previous 
months.

Commerce Secretary Malcolm 
Baidrige, viewing the bleak January 
figures, predicted the U.S. trade

deficit this year would hit $140 bil
lion, up sharply from last year’s re
cord deficit of $ 123.3 billion.

Baidrige blamed the deterioration 
on the continued strength of the dol
lar plus expected further growth in 
domestic demand. He predicted that 
exports, which rose 9 percent in 
1984 despite the strength of the dol
lar, would rise by a similar amount 
this year.

The dollar plunged sharply in 
frantic trading on Wednesday after 
a concerted effort by European gov
ernments to drive the price down, 
but it appeared to have stabilized on 
Thursday and some experts said it 
could rise again in coming weeks.

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — Bitterly de

nouncing “scandalous policies” of 
the Reagan administration, more 
than 200 U.S. religious leaders 
pleaded Thursday for a halt to de
portations of Salvadoran and Guate
malan refugees and an end to the 
jailing of American church workers 
who try to shelter them.

Reacting strongly to recent arrests 
of Americans who had given refu
gees sanctuary in the Southwest — 
and to convictions of two workers in 
Texas — the leaders said it was the 
government that was gnilty of violat
ing U.S. law in returning refugees, to 
face the threat of death in their 
homelands.

The Reagan administration, 
which strongly supports the govern
ments of El Salvador and Guate
mala, has sent thousands of refugees 
back to those countries on grounds 
that they came to the United States 
for economic reasons, not out of fear 
of persecution at home as they claim.

However, the church leaders said 
many of the refugees would appear 
well qualified for asylum on the 1980 
Refugee Act’s grounds of “persecu
tion or a well-founded fear of perse
cution” at home.

They said it was an American’s le
gal right, if not obligation, to protect 
refugees from conditions of death 
and terror. There may have been “a 
momentary drop” in Salvadoran as
sassinations and disappearances 
“from thousands to hundreds,” said 
the Rev. Avery Post, president of the 
United Church of Christ. But he 
added, “Is that any comfort at all?”

Bush raps Congress 
for passing farm bill

Associated Press
AUSTIN — Vice President 

Georee Bush rapped Congress 
on Thursday, calling its approval 
of emergency aid for financially 
troubled farmers a step in the 
wron^ direction.

Insisting that the federal bud
get deficit must be trimmed. 
Bush criticized Congress for pass
ing legislation to provide emer
gency farm loans to finance 
spring planting.

“Our federal budget is growing 
out of control and is endangering 
the long-run health of our gov
ernment,” said Bush, who has 
been visiting several Texas com
munities this week.

“We must put this gargantuan 
of a government on a diet, or it 
will swallow up our future pros
perity.

“And yesterday, the United 
States Congress moved in the 
wrong direction in terms of get

ting this budget deficit under 
control,” he said.

On Wednesday, the U.S. 
House and Senate passed bills to 
provide loan help to embattled 
farmers.

The action came as thousands 
of farmers gathered at Ames, 
Iowa, to protest Reagan adminis
tration farm policies which they 
said threaten many of them with 
bankruptcy.

Bush s comments Thursday to 
a joint session of the Texas Legis
lature brought a quick, negative 
reaction from one of those in his 
audience — Gov. Mark White.

The governor said the White 
House has failed to provide lead
ership on farm problems.

Asked about Bush’s remarks, 
White replied, “He doesn’t get to 
veto it. 1 would hope there isn’t 
going to be a veto.

“What we are faced with is an. 
emergency situation.”

Officals respond 
to Sandinista offer

Associated Press
WASHINGTON — The Reagan 

administration opened the door 
T hursday to a new dialogue with Ni
caragua but dismissed as probably 
meaningless an offer by President 
Daniel Ortega to send home 100 Cu
ban military advisers and impose a 
moratorium on acquiring new arms 
systems.

“It is relevant to ask why they 
bother,” Vice President George 
Bush told the Austin Council on 
Foreign Relations in Texas. He said 
the 100 advisers are about 1 percent 
of the Cubans in Nicaragua and that 
the army cannot absorb new weap
ons now. ,

On the face of it, Bush said in a 
speech, the steps taken by Ortega 
“do not appear to represent signifi
cant moves.”

But Secretary of State George P. 
Shultz, flying to Ecuador, said he 
was “perfectly willing” to meet with

Ortega next weekend when they at
tend the inauguration of Uruguayan 
President Julio Sanguinetti in Mon
tevideo. “I’ll listen carefully to what 
he says,” Shultz told reporters.

Shultz said that in view of the 
“several thousand” Cuban military 
advisers in Nicaragua, the withdra
wal of 100-would be only a “token” 
gesture.

“But if the token is something that 
will lead to rather massive reduc
tions, that’s something else again,” 
he said.

President Reagan and Shultz, in a 
possible campaign to gain congres
sional approval of renewed U.S. aid 
to rebels in Nicaragua, had chal
lenged the legitimacy of Ortega’s 
government and suggested they 
would like to see it overtn-rown.

The Nicaraguan leader had ac
cused the administration, in turn, of 
“aggravating the climate of tension 
in the region (through) a campaign 
of calumnies and lies.”

$5-00 OFF
WITH THIS COUPOJV

(on 010 or more purchase and coupon
must come with cleaning) at

CLASSIC CLEANERS
703 W. Villa Maria 
Bryan, Tx. 77805

or
FASHION CLEANERS

315 B Dominik 
College Station, Tx. 77840

For dry cleaning only._______ |
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-SUMMER EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES-
AT

-CAMP GRADY SPRUCE-
A BRANCH OF THE YMCA

OF METROPOLITAN DALLAS
Openings for Men and Women 

at 3 SITES ON POSSUM KINGDOM LAKE 
For More Information^

See Us On Campus:
MONDAY, MARCH H

601 N. AKARD DALLAS, TEXAS 75201

AMERICAN GYNECOLOGICAL HEALTHCARE CORPORATION 
Comprehensive Women’s Health Care Services

•FREE pregnancy testing 
•Birth control

•Pap smears, breast exams, diagnosis and 
treatment of female injections

•Pregnancy termination information, 
counseling and procedures 

•Student Discounts

ALL SERVICES STRICTLY 
CONFIDENTIAL

HOUSTON
(713)593-7080

1-800-392-6251 
Houston

Texas Toll Free:

LUFKIN
(409)634-7814

1-800-392-4036 
Lufkin

N

Spring break 
has begun 
at Padre.

Why wait? Weekdays from 4 to 7 Padre Cafe has the ultimate 
beach party with a FREE food bar. We’re not talking about 
chips and Velveeta. We’re talking about finger size portions 
of Padre Cafe’s world famous food. Why wait until next week 
to party? Start your spring break today at Padre. All drinks 
are Si. 00 off during beach party hours.

Today hear the live Jamaican 
sound of Totlyn Jackson.

Beach Party 
Weekdays 4-7 p.in. Dominik Orvr
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A new sport has arrived.... J

It’s called WARRIOR!
Fun, Excitement, Challenge, Pride

To find out more about this outdoor 
sport, a speaker will be at the 
Ranger FT platform next to the 
Military Science building Wed. 6 
and Thur. 7 from 12 to 2 pm.

Printed info 
available now at

Barge’s 
Northgate

Bryan Surplus & Supply 
1230 S. College, Bryan
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>x<Concert Series
GREAT CONCERTS AT AN 

UNBELIEVABLE PRICE!!
WATERLOO BRASS QUINTET Sunday, March 3 201 MSC 8:00 p.m.

CANTILENA CHAMBER SOLOISTS Monday, April 22 Rudder Theater 8:00 p.m.

TEXAS A&M COMPOSERS SPOTLIGHT ap,„ 2S 3«»»».

MSC OPAS IS PROUD TO PRESENT THE J. WAYNE STARK CONCERT SERIES AS A NEW WAY 
TO BRING THE PERFORMING ARTS TO TEXAS A & M STUDENTS AT AN AFFORDABLE

’PRICE. SO, EXPERIENCE THE ARTS....FOR ONLY. A DOLLAR!
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT THE LOOK

All-Faith's Chapel

EARLY BIRD LEASING 
SPECIAL!

TIRED OF ROOMMATE 
PROBLEMS!

TIRED OF SHARED 
BEDROOMS!

Two people-Two bedrooms
$275

CASA BLANCA APARTMENTS 
4110 College Main 

846-1413

COLLEGE STATION

«AMK

THE GROWN UP VERSION OF 
CAPTURE THE FLAG

For information call

764-1066
PFI Inc.. P.O. Box 9417, C.S., TX 77840 
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