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Beware when giving to charity
By PATRICE KORANEK

Staff Writer
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It’s that time of year again. The 
time to give and receive. The time 
for bell-ringing Santas to stand on 
corners. The time for your mailbox 
to be stuffed with appeals for char
itable contributions. How do you 
know which charity you should give 
to and how do you know which one 
will use your donation for services 
instead of salaries and overhead ex
penses?

Texas A&M Extension Home 
Economist Mary Clayton Nance says 
knowing what the money will be 
used for is a major concern of the 
donator. ,

“The major problem for most 
people is knowing if it’s a legitimate 
charity and knowing whether or not 
the money goes to that charity,” 
Nance says.

The problem may stem from 
thinking of charities as a sacred cow, 
she says. Consumers never ques
tioned charities because there was a 
mystique about them; you just didn’t 
question someone asking for money, 
Nance says.

Unfortunately, the public doesn’t 
realize that a large percentage of the 
money received by a charity does go 
toward salaries, especially if a pro-
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BOSS BIRD

NEW ROASTED CHICKEN
Boss Bird has done it again. Now Tinsley’s is making great chicken two ways— 

our traditional golden fried and our new slow-roasted. Tinsley’s Roasted Chicken 
is tender, juicy and delicious with our vegetables and fresh-baked rolls.

And because Tinsley’s Roasted Chicken is low in salt and calories, 
it makes a good-tasting meal that’s good for you.

1/4 Roasted Chicken 
Choice off 

2 vegetables 
and 1 roll.

$1.99
Chicken.’n rolls

Offer cxgires 12/17/84. Offer available only at:

1905 Texas Ave. 693-1669 
705 N. Texas Ave. 822-2819 
512 Villa Maria 822-5277

1/2 Roasted Chicken 
Choice off 

2 vegetables 
& 2 rolls.

$2.99
Chicken ’n rolls

Offer expires 12/17/84. Offer available only at: 
1905 Texas Ave. 693-1669 
705 N. Texas Ave. 822-2819 
512 Villa Maria 822-5277 .,, , .

Whole Roasted 
Chicken to go 
with 6 rolls.

$4.99
Chicken 'n rolls

Offer expires 12/17/84. Offer available only at: 
1905 Texas Ave. 693-1669 
705 N. Texas Ave. 822-2819 
512 Villa Maria 822-5277 TAMU

fessional fundraiser is employed, 
Nance says.

“If professional fundraisers are 
used and they charge a commission, 
they may take more than they raise, 
or take a larger percentage than is 
feasible,” she says. “That’s not to say 
that there aren’t some very good 
professional fundraisers who do a 
good job.”

Charities are regulated in several 
ways. Some private agencies act as 
watchdogs of the charity industry 
and rate charities according to their

cent of funds are used to cover fund- 
raising costs. Both agencies publish 
lists telling which charities meet their 
standards and which ones fail.

Another method of regulation oc
curs when a charity files for tax 
exempt status. The charity has to file 
wjth the Internal Revenue Service 
and meet certain standards. If a 
charity has tax exempt status, then 
donations to the charity are tax de
ductible.

Nance gives several tips on mak
ing your contribution count:
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The problem may stem from thinking of charities as a 
sacred cow. Consumers never questioned charities be
cause there was a mystique about them; you just didn't 
question someone asking for money. — Texas A&M Ex
tension Home Economist Mary Clayton Nance.
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The Philanthropic Advisory Serv
ice of the Council of Better Business 
Bureaus recommends that a charity 
use no more than 35 percent of the 
funds raised to cover the cost of 
fundraising, Nance says.

The National Information Bu
reau, recommends that up to 30 per-

• Give to a federated charity. 
Federated means that several char
ities have joined together to launch a 
huge fundraising campaign instead 
of making separate sohtations. Each 
charity then receives a percentage of 
the money collected. The United 
Way is an example of a federated 
charity.
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President Frank Vandiver

a small fraction of all knowledge, 
Texas A&M President Frank Van
diver told 1,271 students graduating 
here Saturday in G. Rollie White 
Coliseum.

Undergraduate degrees were 
awarded in the Colleges of Educa
tion, Em
ence and Veterinary

Vandiver said years ago, gradua
tion speakers would have called the 
degree candidates “fully educated 
human beings.”

“It was rubbish years ago, and it is 
absurd now,” he said. “Knowledge 
explodes around us.”

He said the best thing they 
learned at college was how to learn.

Vandiver also said caring about 
others is what matters in life.

“It doesn’t matter if Longhorns 
call you boss in five years — they 
will,” he said.

Charlie W. Seely, president of the 
Association of Former Students, ad
vised students to stay involved with

A&M by joining the association and 
attending events such as Muster, 
class reunions and sporting events.

“With just a minimum effort on 
your part, your love for Texas A&M 
will grow," he said.

Degrees were awarded posthu
mously to Pamela Sue Dotson Rey
nolds, bachelor of science in physical 
education, and James William Rob
inson Jr., bachelor of science in jour
nalism. Reynolds, a murder victim, 
died in March 1978. Robinson was 
injured in a car accident and died on 
Aug. 27. Each was represented by a 
family member, who walked across 
the stage to accept the degree.

In a separate afternoon cere
mony, 56 officer candidates were 
commissioned into the Armed 
Forces.

Commodore Jack A. Garrow, the- 
oflicer of information for the U.S. 
Navy, told the candidates now is a 
.good time to begin a military career 
because there is so much to learn 
and contribute. He said this requires 
one’s best effort.

“But I expect, as Aggies, you
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SAVE TIME & MONEY
Buy & Trade Your Books in December

20% More Given on Trades
Bring in your used books for cash or trade and reserve yow 
books for Spring semester. No down-payment required.

Do it now while you can still get premium price!
BOOKS TO TRADE NEW COURSES
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(Fill out this form and save more time)

We guarantee to get you the required 
books. You have 1 week after the first 
day of class return for a full refund.

We guarantee that you’ll save $5-$25on 
next semester’s books. If you don’t, we 
will give you $5 in cash. Offer expires 
12/21/84. _____

ONE HOUR OF FREE PARKING 
BEHIND THE STORE
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