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Skydive from page 7

looked like little blue-jeaned, 
high-tech spacemen waddling 
over to the plane to pose for the 
At Ease photographer.

The heavy pack made it diffi
cult to scoot backwards into the 
tiny two-person plane, but five 
of us managed to squeeze in. We 
held our static lines in. a death 
grip as the plane took off.

At 3,000 feet Bill opened the 
door, instructing us to look care- 
fullv at the scenery below. "See 
that?” he yelled, pointing to a 
distant speck. "That's the tar
get.”

“O.k.,' we nodded, not at all 
sure that it was o.k. From this 
height the airport was little more 
than a few twinkling lights sur-
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rounded by a brown and green 
patchwork of fields. Rows of 
headlights on the long black rib
bon of Highway 21 showed us 
that we would have to jump soon 
before it was completely dark.

We had talked for weeks 
about how nervous we’d be at 
this moment. We waited for our 
hearts to pound and our stom
achs to jitterbug. We had pic
tured ourselves hysterically 
hanging onto the door of the 
plane screaming "No way! I 
want to live!” at the last moment.

We morbidly had talked about 
the Pulitzer Prize winning story- 
one of us would have if the other 
didn't make it or loused up 
reallv bad. But none of that hap
pened. Well, almost. We both 
jumped and made it safely to the

ground. Our experiences were 
dif ferent, but in discussing them 
later we discovered that they had 
several things in common.

In fact, if you promise not to 
tell our jumpmasters — because 
they’ll never let us jump again — 
we’ll let you in on some secrets 
that even Chinese water torture 
couldn’t make us divulge.

We’re only doing this be
cause we’re professional jour
nalists committed to truth in 
print.

We talked aloud to ourselves 
all the way down.

We had trouble finding the 
toggles that steer the chutes.

We had problems steering the 
chutes.

We both made life-threaten
ing mistakes.

One of us couldn’t wait to 
drop away from the plane and 
stepped out while she was dan
gerously close to the platform 
covering the tire. Her chute 
could have opened and tangled 
around it or the impact could 
have caused the chute to mal
function.

One of us, seeing herself com
ing down on a pond, steered 
clear of it only to find herself al
most landing on the airplanes 
parked at the edge of the target 
field.

One of us nearly overshot the 
landing field, touching ground 
halfway between the airport 
runway and a string of power 
lines.

If that sounds bad, listen to 
this. We were warned repeatedly

to check the chute as soon as wre 
felt “opening shock,” the sharp, 
upward jerk of the parachute as 
it opens. The chute must be 
checked immediately, so that in 
the event of a bad chute, plenty 
of time is left to pull the reserve 
chute.

And we had seen one of our 
classmates — w'ho had jumped 
once and was sitting in on our 
class as a refresher — kicked out 
of training and prohibited from 
jumping for forgetting to do this 
during a drill.

Well... we forgot too ... except 
it wasn’t during training. We 
could have died. Instead we re 
both going back tor our second 
jumps. We guess God really does 
protect the ignorant.


