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says. "And i drew Scheider, I 
drew Lithgow, I drew Balaban. 
So I had them in mind. I've 
talked to others who write and 
they agree that you pick an ac­
tor to picture and hear in your 
mind. You get fixated. Which 
could be horrible if you can't get 
them to do the movie."

Hyams' film is based on the 
novel by Arthur C. Clarke. 
When he wrote the screenplay, 
he says he counted on help 
from Clarke a great deal.

"We set up a computer link,"
* » -' i"W ■ • * • >

he says, "and I dealt with him 
every single day. Because there 
were some fairly large changes 
in the story, I wanted him to be 
aware of what I was doing and I 
wanted us to discuss it.

"I think there is a responsibil­
ity you have if you adapt some­
body else's work to realize their 
intent. So I would not write 
changes of any substance with­
out talking to him. If there was 
something I wanted to do that 
he didn't like, I would try to 
find a compromise. I wouldn't 
go ahead and change it. I didn't 
think I had that right to- take*

somebody else's story and 
change their intent."

Hyams sees his film as a vi­
sion.

It was a chance to make a film 
about peace," he says. "This is a 
very hopeful film. 2010 is a fas­
cinating date in that it sounds 
very far away.

"But I'm 41 years old and I 
have a son who is 15. In the 
year 2010, he will be exactly my 
age. The teenagers who see this 
will be watching a film about 
their time. For that reason I 
think it is enormously relevant 
to that age group-." -
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