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Wilderness oil, gas checked ByI>C

State-sum 
in I

United Press International

WASHINGTON — There may 
be 365 million barrels of recoverable 
oil in wilderness areas and in areas 
which have the potential for being 
designated wilderness areas in Colo
rado, New Mexico and Wyoming. 
But that’s just 1.1 percent of the 
West’s total potential, the Wilderness 
Society reports.

The Wilderness Society says in a 
report that the three states may have 
an estimated 4,099 billion cubic feet 
of natural gas in protected and po
tential wilderness areas. That ac
counts for 2.24 percent of the poten
tial recoverable gas in 11 Western 
states.

“More than 97 percent of the un
discovered recoverable oil and 
nearly 95 percent of the undisco
vered recoverable gas in the Western 
states is estimated to occur on non
wilderness lands,” the report said.

The report by Richard Rice of the 
Society’s Economic Policy Depart
ment centered on 74 million acres of 
wilderness and potential wilderness 
administered by federal agencies in 
Arizona, California, Colorado, 
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mex
ico, Oregon, Utah, Washington and 
Wyoming.

Wilderness designation does not 
allow mineral and other devel
opment, a factor that has led to 
heavy opposition from energy com
panies and others.

The Wilderness Society said critics 
often claim wilderness has locked up 
vast quantities of the nation’s energy 
reserves. But the report, which is 
based on government studies, indi
cates otherwise. Rice said his report 
is the first to break out the potential 
energy reserves in potential wilder
ness areas.

The report listed 22 million ac res 
of designated wilderness and an
other 52 million acres the govern
ment considers suitable for protec
tion. However, the Society said some 
of the totals may be slightly off be
cause Congress pushed through fi
nal designations in some states in the 
last hours of its session.

The government says its most re
cent figures show 15.2 million bar
rels of petroleum products are pro
duced every day in America, along 
with 17 billion cubic feet of natural
gas.
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Hey Ags ...
Don’t be lead to the polls by 
either party.
Exercise your right to vote.
If you don’t know where the local 
candidates stand on the issues,
find out. An uninformed
choice is worse than no choice
at all.
VOTE INFORMED

Paid political advertising Mark Monroe '86, Mike Coon ’86, David Klosterboer ’86, Mike Floyd ’86, Mike Kelley ’85, and Steve Griner ’86.

wilderness areas. The report a 
Wyoming has an estimated 
million barrels ol potential oil si 
3,848 billion cubic teet of natm 
gas.

Colorado’s wilderness and pit 
tial wilderness areas have an o 
mated 9.16 million barrels of und 
covered recoverable oil and 1' 
billion cubic feet of natural gasint 
same category. New Mexico is ft 
mated to have about 7.59 mil!* 
barrels and 122 billion cubic feet 
those areas.

The report showed Wyotnii 
Idaho, Utah and Nevada account I 
over 90 percent of the total oil | 
tential on wilderness lands di 
Wyoming joins Idaho and Monta 
in accounting for almost 90 pero 
of the total gas potential.
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Wyoming, which has about 40 
percent of the total, leads the other 
states in potential oil and gas re
serves in wilderness and potential

The report also showed:
— Only three states have any 

ignated wilderness with high ptf* 
leum potential —<• Wyoming (57$' 
acres). New Mexico (38,(HJ(f ai 
Montana (648,500).

— Overall, only -1 percent of lb 
74 million acres has high petrol™ 
potential, 4 percent has medium ami 
88 percent has low potential;
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