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redo the picture. It's impossi­
ble. Gary Busey is the Bear."

Sarafian agrees with Spangl­
er's assessment.

"The success of the character-, 
ization is due to Gary Busey," 
he said. "He's such a four-di­
mensional actor. He lets us in­
side to see the thinking process 
going on. We can see him 
think."

Overall, Sarafian says he is 
very pleased with the results of 
his work. He now awaits the 
public's reaction.

"I think there will be a bit of
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controversy, which is fine," he 
said. "I just don't know every­
one's reaction.

"There was a write-up in the 
press back in Alabama where 
some ball player said the A&M 
sequences weren't accurate. 
How in the hell does he know? 
He wasn't there. Where does he 

et off saying that? Now, Gene 
tailings was there and he was 

at my side most of the time."
One part of the film which 

might cause that controversy is 
the Junction training camp se­
quence. When Bryant arrived at 
Texas A&M, he took the team
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off to Junction, Texas, and put 
them through his own training 
system. Many have called it 
brutal.

"Well, I don't think it's bru­
tal," Sarafian said. "I think he 
showed a lot of compassion and 
I think the majority of the play­
ers don't regret it.

"What happened had its pur­
pose and, you know what I 
mean, it's the difference be­
tween winners and losers. I 
don't think the Bear would 
have done it if it was wrong.

"Everyone will have their 
own interpretation. I had a

good triend call me today and 
say, 'Dick, when he took them 
out in the rain, that was wrong. 
You shouldn't have shot it.' But 
he did — he had them out 
there. He was a rascal. He was a 
very attractive rascal."

Sarafian said he hopes the 
film shows a true picture of a 
special man. And he says that 
Texas A&M was a big help.

"I think everything turned 
out real well," he said. "If you 
get a chance, thank everyone 
down at Texas A&M for me. 
They kicked it off for me and we 
were able to get in and out and
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they did a good job.
"I didn't get to see much of 

the campus, just bonfire and 
the game from the sidelines, 
but if the guys I met were an 
honest sampling, it's a great 
place.

"The game was good for Gary 
to be there and react to what 
was going on.

"Overall, the general talk I'm 
getting from people is that they 
love the A&M sequences. They 
are very good. They have a lot 
of detail, a lot of production.

"We anticipate a very positive 
reaction."


