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the movie directed by Richard 
Sarafian.

"I went to a press conference 
where Mr. Busey was speaking 
and I swear that if I closed my 
eyes I would have thought it 
was Coach Bryant talking," 
Taylor said.

"1 watched him at the game 
when they were filming last 
year and he had a lot of the 
mannerisms down, but the way 
he does the voice is incredible," 
he added. Busey studied films 
of Bryant to get command of the 
voice and movements.

"I think the movie will reflect 
favorably on the University," 
Taylor said. "But 1 wonder how 
true in a sense it will be.

"First of all, 1 don't know if it 
will be a high enough caliber 
movie — for him. He was such 
a great, great man.

"Second, it was my under
standing that they didn't have a 
very large budget — a lot of the 
filming was done in California."

Some of the shots will be fa
miliar to A&M students — a yell 
practice, bonfire and of course, 
the A&M football game. After

all, that's what the man was fa
mous for.

Til have to see it," Tavlor 
said. "For me it will be entirely 
different because 1 knew him 
and 1 knew the real situations. 
Either it will be a super movie 
or a complete failure.

"1 guess for someone not in
volved, it could be a really ter
rific movie — but I'll have to 
look at it differently."

Taylor loaned two jerseys 
from hia football days to the 
movie production crew so they 
could make duplicates for ,the 
film.' He also found lockers

from the '50s lockerroom for the 
movie.

"1 wanted to help to make it 
as realistic as possible," Taylor 
said.

Tavlor recalled a story about 
Brvant:

"One time mv wife asked 
Coach Bryant how long he 
planned to go on coaching.

"He answered her like this, 
'First of all I don't have enough 
money to retire.' Well, of course 
he was verv wealthy.

"'And second. I'll go on as 
kmg as I'm able to — the min

ute I'm no longer able I'll fire 
myself.'

"He felt he had the best team 
he'd ever had during his last 
year but when thev came out 
eight and four for the season he 
was broken hearted.

"He said, 'Football is my life. 
If 1 ever have to give it up — I'll 
croak within six weeks.'"

Brvant coached and won his 
last game for the University of 
Alabama in the Liberty Bowl on 
December 29,1982. He died one 
month later.

"He was a great man and a 
great developer of men," Taylor 
said.
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