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Breakaway utility poles 
set for tryouts on roads

United Press International

COLLEGE STATION — About 
2,000 people die each year from in­
juries they receive when their vehi­
cles hit utility poles, but preliminary 
tests show that breakaway poles may 
save some of those lives, a researcher 
here said Tuesday.

The experimental wooden poles 
should get their first highway tests 
within a year in three states, said Dr. 
Don Ivey of the Texas Transporta­
tion Institute, which is headquar­
tered at Texas A&M.

Ivey said the Federal Highway 
Administration, which will conduct 
the tests, has not yet decided which 
states will take part. The target states 
should be selected within a few 
months, he said.

But crash tests conducted at 
Texas A&M last week already 
showed that the breakaway pole per­
formed as designed when struck by a 
vehicle, he said.

When hit, the pole slippes free at 
its base, rotates about tne knee or 
hinge connection to the electric lines 
and settles to the ground after the 
automobile passes underneath, leav­
ing the utility lines intact.

Ivey said the breakaway poles 
should perform safely when hit by 
cars or trucks going from 20 to 60 
mph.

About 100 of the utility poles, de­
signed to prevent deaths and inju­
ries when hit by vehicles, will be 
demonstrated in the test states, Ivey 
said.

“We hope the demonstration pro­
jects will set a precedent in the field 
so that utility companies will be 
aware of a safety treatment for se­
lected poles in critical areas,” Ivey 
said.

Breakaway poles are designed us­
ing some of the same concepts TTI 
researchers used many years ago to 
develop the popular breakaway sign­
posts for highways and freeways.

The public should not anticipate 
seeing breakaway wooden utility 
poles everywhere, Ivey said.

“It wouldn’t be economically feasi­
ble to do this to every utility pole,” 
he said. “With the use of cost effec­
tiveness and accident frequency 
techniques, a company can deter­
mine which areas should have a 
safety treatment such as this.”

Ivey said there can be a cost sav­
ings for the utility company using 
breakaway poles. The savings would 
come from the reuse of the pole and 
the ease of restoring a pole that has 
been struck.

To reinstall the pole, a company 
would have to lift it up with a crane 
and remove the knee brace straps. 
The transmission lines are still in­
tact, so the pole can simply be set 
back into place and rebolted to the 
base plate. Then, the upper knee 
brace straps would be replaced and 
the pole restored.

Timber, range fires 
aggravated by winds

United Press International

HELENA, Mont. — Ousting 
winds pushed range and timber fires 
out of control in at least 20 locations 
across Montana Tuesday, destroying 
30 homes and threatening hundreds 
of others in what the governor de­
scribed as the worst such disaster in 
10 years.

No injuries were reported, al­
though at least 107,000 acres had 
been blackened in 16 separate fires, 
authorities said.

Hundreds of people were evac­
uated from their homes and others 
were told to be prepared for possible 
relocation.

Montana Gov. Ted Schwinden 
called it the “worst fire situation in a 
decade.”

Conditions deteriorated Tuesday, 
Schwinden said, adding that Mon­
tana urgently needed trained fire­
fighters from other states. The Fed­
eral Emergency Management 
Agency agreed late Monday to direct 
more firefighters from outside Mon­
tana to the state.

About 200 National Guard mem­
bers were assigned to support duties 
at various fires, Schwinden said, with 
up to 90 military vehicles also in use 
in the firefighting effort.

Winds gusting to 30-40 mph pro­
pelled flames across treetops and 
tinder-dry grass while preventing, in

many cases, the use of retardant 
bombers and helicopters.

“It’s up again today,” said John 
Gibson of the Interagency Fire Cen­
ter in Billings, referring to the wind.

The two largest fires became one 
Tuesday, mushrooming to 50,000 
acres in the Bull Mountains between 
Roundup and Billings, in south-cen­
tral Montana. It was near Roundup 
that 30 ranch-type homes, scattered 
in the rugged hills, were destroyed.

Officials dubbed the Bull Moun­
tain blazes the Goulding Creek and 
Hawk Creek fires. They had 
scorched 20,000 and 30,000 acres of 
timber and grass before they became 
one.

An 8,000-acre fire 20 miles north 
of Helena, the state capital, threat­
ened rural residential areas and led 
to home evacuations Monday.

Officials in northwest Montana 
evacuated two fire areas, setting up 
Red Cross evacuation centers in Ka- 
lispell and at a rural school in the 
Swan Valley, not far from Glacier 
National Park.

About 400 to 500 people were 
told to leave their homes because of 
the 12,000-acre Houghton Creek 
Fire west of Kalispell and the 2,000- 
acre Red Owl Fire southeast of Kalis­
pell.

U.S. Highway 2, between Kalispell 
and Libby, was closed because ot the 
Houghton fire.

On the other side of Glacier Park, 
along its eastern edge, more than 
1,000 firefighters worked to control 
the Napi Peak Fire on the Bkickfeet 
Indian Reservation. That blaze de­
stroyed at least one mountain cabin 
while blackening 3,500 acres of 
heavy timber in extremely rugged 
terrain.

“We can’t stand to have any more 
fire up here,” said Bill Bishop of the 
Bureau of Land Management.

Other major fires getting atten­
tion from several state and federal 
agencies included the Mount Cen­
tennial Fire, which had consumed 
12,800 acres in north-central Mon­
tana; the 11,500-acre Murray Ranch 
Fire, in the Pine Hills of southeast 
Montana, and the 3,000-acre Kirby 
Fire, south of the Northern 
Cheyenne Reservation, also in the 
southeastern part of the state.

“We’re tracking 16 major fires,” 
said spokesman Gibson from the Bil­
lings fire center. He said that al­
though crews have lines around two 
or three fires, “No one is being opti­
mistic” enough to call Any of them 
contained or controlled.

A storm blowing down from Can­
ada was pushing high winds into the 
state for the third day today and au­
thorities, hampered by equipment 
and manpower shortages, feared the 
perilous situation would grow worse.

Van Horn 
toots its 
own horn

B'vr.n-College Station Obstetrics & Gynecology Associates, PA 
1701 BriarcrestDr. Suite 100 

Bryan, Texas 77802

Linda S. Dutton, C.N.P.
As a certified nurse practitioner in women's health care, she provides an 
alternative choice for confidential, comprehensive routine physical exams, birth 
control & minor gynecology problems.

By appointment 
(409) 775-5602 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday

United Press International
VAN HORN — With 17 hotels, a 

good underground water supply 
and a proposed $300,000 civic cen­
ter, residents of this West Texas 
town of about 2,800 residents, are 
embarking on A program to adver­
tise their town, about 120 miles east 
of El Paso, as the home of good fresh 
air, wide open spaces and an “out-to- 
lunch lifestyle.”

Van Horn’s assets also include rail 
and truck transportation and a 
steady supply of labor, said Dr. 
Hank Shaffer, president of the Van 
Horn Chamber of Commerce.

“But aside from the economic as­
pects of Van Horn, this town is just a 
good place to raise children,” he 
said. “We have a school system with 
900 children and just about anything 
here anyone could want, without all 
the distractions and disadvantages of 
a big city.” f

The Van Horn City Council re­
cently gave the green light to con­
struction of a 6,000-square-foot civic 
center with two meeting rooms, of­
fices for the Chamber of Commerce 
and a dining facility to accommodate 
297 people.

“We’ve got a great future here,” 
Schaffer said, “I came here from 
Dallas two years ago because I 
wanted to live where the air is pure. 
There’s no pollution in Van Horn, 
and I go for the laid-back, out-to- 
lunch lifestyle.”

Tourism, ranching and mining 
are the main industries in Van 
Horn, Schaffer said. The area boasts 
the largest talc deposits in the world. 
Limited gas production nearby also 
adds to the economy, he said.

“We’re excited about this civic 
center,” he said. “We know it’s not 
very big, but we figure we can attract 
meetings from surrounding towns in 
West Texas. We’re on a major east- 
west highway. Interstate 10, and I 
can see nothing but growth and pro­
gress for our town.”

The new center will be financed 
by the Van Horn City Council’s Mo­
tel Tax Committee, he said. The 
project is scheduled for completion 
by the end of J985.

Editor Larry Simpson of the 
weekly Van Horn Advocate praised 
City Council for approving the civic 
center construction project, noting 
the building will be paid for with no 
bonds or tax increases.

“We will have a useful facility that 
can be used by the entire community 
and which will attract additional visi­
tors to our community,” Simpson 
wrote in a front page column.

Farmers and ranchers who come 
into Van Horn from ranches in Cul­
berson County to buy supplies com­
plain of drought conditions for the 
past several years which has caused 
some ranchers to sell their herds and 
move out, Schaffer said.

“We had good rains this spring 
and the range around here is green 
again,” he said. “We may be over the 
worst of the drought.”

Van Horn ranchers have another 
reason to be optimistic this year, area 
promoters said.

The Texas Game and Wildlife 
Commission is replenishing the wild 
herds of nearly extinct Big Horn 
Sheep which once abounded in the 
nearby mountains.

“A favorite of big game hunters, 
the elusive sheep may be so plentiful 
in a few years, the commission may 
permit a limited hunting season for 
the animals,” officials said.

Hunting is one of the city’s winter­
time attractions. Deer and antelope 
are plentiful in the area. Ranchers 
pick up extra cash by allowing hunt­
ers to use their property.

Meet the newest 
member of the family!

SALE $249.95
It's here! HP-41CX . . . the newest member of the Series 40 family 
of advanced calculators from Hewlett-Packard. Expandable, 
versatile, reliable, this brand new edition of an all-time favorite 
is everything you'd expect of the Series 40 family. The hardware 
has new built-in features like Timer and Extended Functions 
modules, plus Text-File Editor. And, there are literally thousands 
of pre-written software programs available. For more facts about 
the new HP-41 CX, come in today!

"We know our calculators."
BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

(expires Sept. 7, 84)
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University Book Stores
NORTHGATE
409 UNIVERSITY DR.
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CULPEPPER PLAZA 
NEXT TO 3C-BBQ

We Did It, Too!

W----------VV e leased one of the new condos 
at the #1 development 

in town. Visit Cripple 
Creek Condominiums today!

CONDOMINIUMS

Developed by 904 University Oaks #56 Models Open Daily
Stanford Associates, Inc. College Station Mon. thru Sat.

779-8682/846-5741 10 a.m. til 6 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. till 6 p.m.

The
Battalion

Battalion
Classifieds

Call
845-2611

"PEOPLE HOURS"
Our lobby is open late and it's open Saturdays!
“rener ^»ljnitedbank

TAMU CAMPUS
Member FDIC

Two locations Culpepper Plaza & southwood valley


